
Inspection of Kings Meadow Pre-
School
75 Hampden Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 3HG

Inspection date: 5 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are at the heart of everything that this nursery does. They flourish in this 
highly nurturing and inclusive environment. Children form exceptionally close bonds 
with staff, who are attentive to their particular needs. They receive lots of praise 
and encouragement. This supports children to feel safe, secure and confident in 
their environment. Children proudly tell the inspector about their nursery, and the 
fun and exciting experiences that they have here.
  
Managers and staff have the highest aspirations for all children. They provide an 
outstanding learning environment with an abundance of experiences. Staff promote 
equality and diversity throughout their teaching, and children's uniqueness is 
celebrated. Children have a good awareness of similarities and differences. For 
example, staff organise small-group activities for children of mixed abilities. The 
most-able children benefit from supporting their friends, which gives them a sense 
of responsibility. They show great kindness, and an awareness of their friends' 
additional needs. For example, children support their friends who have 
communication difficulties to express themselves. 

Children follow an exciting and ambitious curriculum, which supports children's 
communication and language skills extremely well. Staff sing songs to babies, 
introducing repetition of words and sounds to aid their early language. Children in 
the toddler room are captivated as staff read a story to them using different voices 
and facial expressions to capture children's interests. Children happily join in with 
the story using puppets. Children are happy and enthusiastic learners. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The very experienced manager and staff work exceptionally well together and 
there is a real sense of family. The manager is highly knowledgeable and has a 
clear vision for excellence. She uses feedback from parents, children and staff to 
evaluate the setting. All staff, from the newest to the long-standing members, 
describe the excellent support that managers give them.

n Staff have the highest expectations of all children in their care. All children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are supported 
exceptionally well by staff. Staff give careful consideration to how additional 
funding is used in order to have the greatest impact and improve outcomes. For 
example, they have used funding to purchase sensory equipment to support 
children's learning and encourage their engagement and exploration. Staff are 
thorough in collating observations from their earliest moment of concern. They 
use these to highlight areas of children's needs to outside agencies. 

n All parents speak extremely highly and passionately about the setting and the 
caring and dedicated staff team. They describe the support that they and their 
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children have been given. Parents receive thorough feedback on their children's 
learning and development. The manager and staff have implemented various 
inventive ways for parents to support their children's learning at home. Parents 
speak of how useful this has been. For example, they describe working in 
partnership with staff to support their children with their early mathematical 
skills.

n Staff give a high priority to children learning outdoors as part of their everyday 
routine. Children develop superb independence and physical skills. Older children 
skilfully ride bicycles. They demonstrate expert balance and coordination and are 
careful not to bump into their friends.  Children follow their curiosity and natural 
impulses to explore in the nearby meadow area, which they have regular access 
to. 

n Staff focus on giving children the information and skills that they need to make 
ongoing healthy lifestyle choices. Children thoroughly enjoy the setting's healthy 
home-cooked meals. Staff have conversations with children about the 
importance of making healthy choices. Children learn about the links between 
healthy food and good dental hygiene. Parents are also given this information 
through a display showing the hidden sugars in foods. 

n Children in the pre-school room gain impressive skills in preparation for moving 
on to the next stage in their education. Staff seize every opportunity to extend 
their learning through skilful interactions. For example, older children spend time 
in small groups developing their early reading skills. Staff give regular and 
meaningful praise which supports children's confidence and enjoyment in 
learning.

n The manager meticulously plans a broad, varied and challenging curriculum that 
builds on children's knowledge and skills. She ensures that staff receive focused 
and effective professional development opportunities that enhance their already 
superb practice. For example, staff complete training around forest school 
activities and share this learning with their colleagues. This has increased staff's 
knowledge of the learning experiences for children outdoors, supporting 
children's creativity and independence skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are well trained and extremely knowledgeable about their roles and 
responsibilities. Safeguarding training is part of staff's induction procedure and they 
receive regular updates during staff meetings. Staff know and understand the signs 
of possible abuse, including a range of safeguarding issues, such as recognising 
and challenging extreme views. Staff form part of the professional network for 
children that are subject to multi-agency plans and share information appropriately. 
There are clear recruitment procedures in place to ensure that all staff working 
with children are suitable, and processes in place to ensure staff's ongoing 
suitability. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY348316

Local authority Kingston upon Thames

Inspection number 10235079

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person Cox, Karen Audrey

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514952

Telephone number 020 8547 0272

Date of previous inspection 20 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Kings Meadow Pre-School nursery registered in March 2007. It is located in 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey. The nursery is open on each weekday, from 
7.30am to 6.30pm, for 51 weeks of the year, except on public bank holidays. It 
receives funding to provide early years education for children aged two, three and 
four years. There are 11 members of staff, including the manager and the owner, 
nine of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Hunt
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager and discussed how 
the curriculum is delivered. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact on children's learning. She spoke with staff and children during the 
inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery managers. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 
n The inspector spoke with parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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