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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

All children thrive from the moment they arrive at this calm and unique setting.
They consistently show that they feel safe as they confidently approach adults who
are new to them. All children develop strong bonds with the caring staff. Staff are
exceptionally skilled at using a personalised approach to transition to get to know
all children incredibly well. They use this knowledge to adapt their practice and to
ensure that all children's personal and emotional needs are consistently met to the
highest level.

Children use their highly-developed physical skills as they roam freely around the
spacious, outdoor area. They skilfully balance beanbags onto tennis rackets and
catch them after throwing them in the air. They delight in rolling and sliding down
hills. They use all their strength to transport objects in the wheelbarrow. Inside,
toddlers excel at being able to use different mark-making tools to draw and write.
Staff support babies to practise their new skills of standing and walking. Children's
physical development and overall well-being are extremely well supported.

Children's behaviour and attitudes are superb. They understand the rules and high
expectations of them and why they are in place. Children learn to manage risk as
they cook bread on a fire. They patiently wait their turn to use hammers and nails
to create artwork on tree stumps. Children persevere with this tricky task and
proudly show their work to staff. Children illustrate their high levels of resilience as
they work together to get a clear signal on the walkie-talkies. Children demonstrate
high levels of respect for each other and for their environment. They treat the
resources with care.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager is passionate about her role and is ambitious for the ongoing
development of the setting. She forensically evaluates the provision, asking for
the views of staff and parents. Staff make timely changes within the setting to
reflect children's developing interests. The manager is committed to working
collaboratively and regularly shares best practice with other settings.

B Leaders ensure that professional development is fully informed from their own
monitoring of staff practice. Leaders work tirelessly to make sure that staff are
supported to be able to deliver consistently high-quality teaching. For example,
staff have completed training on 'supporting boys' development'. Leaders have
since seen boys make more rapid progress in their learning. Training is focused
and has a significant impact on children's progress, the quality of education and
staff morale.

B Leaders have meticulously designed their curriculum to seamlessly build on what
children know and can do in every area of their development. Staff plan
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ambitious activities that excite children and effectively support their learning.
Children work together to create a 'forklift truck' from wooden pallets. They use
their imaginations as they pretend to 'strim' the grass with wooden planks. All
children demonstrate highly positive attitudes to learning.

m Staff interactions with children are consistently of a very high quality. Staff ask
questions to check and extend children's understanding. They ignite children's
curiosity through interesting discussions. For example, as children start to build
houses, they talk about the different types of houses that people live in and
whether to build their house out of mud or bricks.

B Systems for monitoring and assessing children's progress are highly effective.
Staff are exceptionally skilled at identifying emerging gaps in children's learning
early on. They recognise the impact that all aspects of a child's life can have on
their development and quickly put targeted support in place. This ensures that
any gaps in children's progress are rapidly closed. All children make excellent
progress in all areas of learning.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are extremely
well supported. Leaders are unwavering in their approach to accessing support
for children. Liaison with other agencies is timely and appropriate. Additional
funding is effectively used to ensure children receive the support they require.
Children with SEND make significant progress from their individual starting
points.

m Staff read to children in a delightfully engaging manner. Children take books
home to share with their parents. They talk about stories they have read and
remember the stories with impressive levels of accuracy. Children of all ages
learn to love stories and reading.

m Children are fiercely independent and are taught how to manage their own
personal needs from a very young age. Babies confidently wash their own hands
and use cutlery at mealtimes. Toddlers skilfully put on their own all-in-one suits
to go outside. Older children carry the equipment they need and seek out the
correct tools to fix the things they have built outside. Children are confident and
self-assured.

B Children learn about the uniqueness of families and different cultures. For
example, children take part in an 'Ttalian day' where they try new foods. Older
children benefit from regular French lessons and remember what they have been
taught over time. For example, after learning about the names of colours in
French, they say 'your apron is blue, or you could say 'bleu!" Children begin to
appreciate our diverse world.

B Partnerships with parents are well established. Parents are invited into the
nursery to join their children for experiences such as observing birds of prey.
Parent's views of the setting are overwhelmingly positive. They say that staff
share information and involve parents in every aspect of their children's day and
learning. Parents feel an integral part of their children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
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Staff and leaders have an exceptional understanding of safeguarding policy and
practice. They understand the indicators of abuse and the procedures to follow if
they have a concern about the welfare of a child. Staff and leaders understand how
to protect children from radicalisation and extreme views. They understand local
and current issues, such as county lines and domestic violence. Staff complete
additional training to deepen their understanding of safeguarding issues. Leaders
have thought carefully about how to teach children to keep themselves safe,
including when accessing electrical devices. Children confidently talk about how
they independently manage risk when playing, and when out in the community.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY453802

Cumbria

10235973

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
Oto 4

90
170
Lambkins Nursery Ltd

RP535229

01768 881888
26 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Lambkins Day Nursery & Pre-School Centre registered in 2012 and is located in
Penrith, Cumbria. The nursery employs 28 members of childcare staff. Of these,
four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 4, 20 hold qualifications at
level 3 and one member of staff has a qualification at level 2. The manager has
early years teacher status and another member of staff has qualified teacher
status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank
holidays and one week over Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Amy Johnson
Liz Dayton
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspectors on a learning walk and talked to the
inspectors about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

m Children spoke to the inspectors about what they enjoy doing at nursery.

B The inspectors talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and
took account of their views.

W The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspectors about how
they support children with SEND.

B The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The manager and the inspectors carried out joint observations of group
activities.

B The inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account
of their views.

B The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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