
Inspection of Butterflies Playgroup
St Mary's Church Centre, 44 Moss Lane, Sale, Cheshire M33 6GD

Inspection date: 24 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are motivated and eager to learn when they arrive at the safe and 
nurturing setting. They quickly explore independently and become engrossed in the 
activities on offer. This helps children to make progress in their all-round 
development. They demonstrate determination and problem-solving skills. Children 
play with blocks and work together to make the towers 'taller' and 'stronger'. When 
towers tumble down, children show their resilience and happily build them back up. 
Children are focused during their play. 

Children have secure bonds with staff and close friendships with peers. They listen 
to each other during group time and clap in support to celebrate their friend's 
achievements. Staff ensure rules are consistently implemented. Children 
understand the high expectations staff have of their behaviour. As a result, 
children's behaviour is good. Children regulate their emotions extremely well and 
talk about their feelings. Staff support children by singing songs and reading books 
about emotions. Children use colours to help explain how they feel. They know that 
their actions affect how others feel. As a result, the learning environment is calm 
and accessible for all children. Children gain skills in readiness for school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff plan and deliver an interesting curriculum that is focused on 
each child's assessed developmental needs. Overall, the curriculum builds on 
what children already know, and they make good progress. Gaps in learning are 
identified and addressed by the staff team. However, at times, the organisation 
of routines and activities can make it difficult for children to focus. On these 
occasions, children become distracted and so do not consistently gain the 
intended skills. 

n Improvements have been made since the last inspection. The playgroup 
committee is now accountable for the management of the setting. It is 
responsible for monitoring the practice of the managers. The deputy manager 
has increased responsibilities, and staff now mostly have the skills to fulfil their 
roles effectively. However, some staff are not yet fully aware of the setting's 
policies and values. This means they do not always understand the vision of the 
leadership team. 

n They key-person system has been strengthened following the last inspection. 
This means children, and their parents, now develop strong and supportive 
relationships with their key persons. All staff are warm and nurturing towards 
children. They interact positively with them throughout the day. This helps 
children to feel secure. 

n Children's communication and language development is a focus for all children. 
Staff interactions are of a good quality. They model correct language and ask 
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children questions to start conversations. Children eagerly answer questions 
about their experiences at home. They speak with confidence and clarity. 
Children develop skills that will benefit them when they start school.

n Children have great fun as they learn about the world around them. Staff plan 
activities to give children experiences they may not otherwise get. Children bake 
and learn about healthy food. They regularly visit a local café and use 'real' 
money to pay. Children learn about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others. They have respectful attitudes and are confident in 
social situations.

n Staff promote children's physical development. For example, children build 
strong core muscles and learn to safely climb on an obstacle course in their 
regular exercise class. They balance on tyres and climb on low-level equipment. 
Children show their coordination as they run around and ride bicycles in the 
garden. These activities help children to develop their coordination and strength.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents are complimentary about the 
setting. Managers and staff regularly inform parents of children's progress. They 
share ways for parents to support children's learning at home. As a result, 
children benefit from a consistent approach to learning.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff are committed to safeguarding children's welfare. They identify 
the potential signs and symptoms that may indicate that a child is at risk of harm. 
Staff know the procedures to follow if they are concerned about children's safety. 
Managers provide regular training so that staff keep their knowledge and skills up 
to date. Staff ensure that children play in a safe and secure environment. They 
take steps to minimise any potential risks. Children demonstrate the ability to keep 
themselves safe in their play. All members of staff have paediatric first-aid training. 
They are confident to deal with any incidents or accidents that occur.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop arrangements for all staff to gain a deep understanding of the setting's 
policies so that the ethos of the setting is consistent for children

n enhance routines and how activities are organised so children can participate 
fully and gain intended knowledge and skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 318699

Local authority Trafford

Inspection number 10237145

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 18

Name of registered person
The Parochial Church Council Of The 
Ecclesiastical Parish Of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Ashton Upon Mersey

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907830

Telephone number 0161 291 9283

Date of previous inspection 16 March 2022

Information about this early years setting

Butterflies Playgroup registered in 1997. The playgroup employs seven members of 
childcare staff, including the manager. Six members of staff hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3. The playgroup is open from 9am until midday on 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday and from 9am until 6pm on Tuesday and 
Friday, term time only. The playgroup provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Deborah Magee
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the playgroup and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Parents, staff and children shared their views with the inspector.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity and 

evaluated its effectiveness together.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Butterflies Playgroup
24 November 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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