
Inspection of Brockworth Pre-School
Moorfield Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, Gloucestershire GL3 4JL

Inspection date: 29 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff create an environment that provides age-appropriate resources, many of 
which are open-ended to encourage exploration, imagination and curiosity. 
Children develop their physical skills inside and outside of the classroom using the 
large and small physical play equipment available. The garden provides ample play 
space for children to move their bodies and develop their physical skills through 
climbing, running, lifting and building. The children enjoy climbing on low-level 
branches of the large trees, instilling confidence and self-worth as the children 
manage risks safely.

Staff explain to the children how physical exercise and eating nutritious food will 
keep their bodies healthy. Staff encourage the children to eat a wide range of fruit 
and vegetables, describing this as 'eating a rainbow'. Staff further promote healthy 
eating by allowing children to prepare snack as part of their daily routine. Children 
further develop positive health and independence skills through regular 
handwashing within the setting. Staff and children say a rhyme to ensure they 
remember the sequence for washing hands effectively.

Children have clear diction to create their own conversations and demonstrate 
enquiry through ample questioning, particularly when they are curious. Staff 
provide engaging activities to develop and challenge children's communication and 
language development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide the children with wide opportunities to explore their mathematical 
skills, and most children are developing well in this area. Staff model 
mathematical language well and provide ample resources and opportunities for 
counting and visually recognising numbers. For example, during an activity 
where children were making their own play dough, staff modelled mathematical 
language, such as 'small', 'large' and 'heavy', and used continuous counting 
language. Children are retaining mathematical concepts well.

n Children enjoy messy play activities, such as painting and water play. Children 
have access to choose their own resources, allowing for the development of 
confidence and a strong sense of self-awareness. Staff provide tools for many 
activities around the classroom to build on children's fine motor skills. However, 
staff miss opportunities to expose children to a wide variety of letter shapes and 
sounds to support their basic literacy skills.

n Children are developing well in their independence skills. Staff allow for children 
to carry out basic tasks within the classroom to support the daily routine and 
give children a sense of pride in their actions.

n Staff build strong partnerships with parents quickly within the setting and 
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support parents to settle their child into the pre-school. Children and their 
families are allocated a key person, who supports their personal needs. The key 
person works alongside the parents well to get to know the child and support 
the future development of the child. It is clearly demonstrated that the children 
settle well, with many children starting at the setting in September. Those 
children demonstrate confidence and positive mental well-being to explore the 
classroom independently.

n The provider works well to support children and their families who have moved 
to the area from other countries, particularly when families speak English as an 
additional language. Staff communicate positively with families and encourage 
parents to help integrate their cultures into the setting. For example, children 
who have moved from Poland brought some traditional Polish cakes into the 
setting for their peers to try.

n The setting's curriculum ethos is that children lead their own learning 
experiences and explore their own interests. However, children would benefit 
from more structured and adult-led activities to prepare them in their transition 
to school.

n The staff work well as a team and have regular meetings to ensure good 
communication. Staff are reflective and evaluative in their practice, and they 
make sure that children are meeting their milestones through detailed 
assessments, to ensure they are continually learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to react if concerns for a child's safety 
arise. This is due to the clear support and policies available to them. Staff know 
who to report concerns to and how to do this effectively. Senior staff are able to 
address those concerns appropriately. All staff carry out safeguarding training, and 
senior staff review and update their knowledge by continually attending courses. 
Management carries out checks on staff to ensure they are safe and suitable to 
work with children. Managers are reflective in their practice and address 
weaknesses in record-keeping promptly, to ensure there is no impact on 
safeguarding children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more structured, adult-led activities for older children to support the 
transition of them starting school

n provide more opportunities for children to increase their awareness of letter 
shapes and sounds.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 101448

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10233537

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Brockworth Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519920

Telephone number 01452 862 809

Date of previous inspection 7 December 2016

Information about this early years setting

Brockworth Pre-School, Gloucester is a committee-run setting located on the 
neighbouring primary school grounds. It opened in 1972 and registered in 2001. 
The pre-school provides funded early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. It opens Monday to Friday, from 8.50am to 3.10pm, term time only. 
There are five members of staff, of whom three have relevant qualifications at level 
3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Oram
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector measured the impact of learning through observations and 

discussions with the children.
n The manager guided the inspector around the setting during a learning walk to 

discuss their curriculum and the opportunities available to the children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector and manager held a leadership discussion, and the inspector 

sampled documentation, including suitability checks of staff.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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