
Inspection of Bright Horizons Didsbury 
Day Nursery and Preschool
139a Barlow Moor Road, Didsbury, Manchester M20 2DY

Inspection date: 11 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish at this nursery. All children are supported by high-quality staff to 
make the best progress they are capable of. Children become explorers, scientists 
and artists. They deeply engage in the exciting activities that staff provide. For 
example, babies gently wash dolls. They brush the dolls' teeth and change their 
nappies with great care and attention. Children gain a rich set of experiences that 
broaden their knowledge and skills. Pre-school children learn complex vocabulary 
as they dissect flowers. They extend their physical skills as they cut and pick the 
petals. Children develop close relationships with staff, which helps them to feel 
settled and content.

Children explore the stimulating environment with confidence. They make choices 
about how they spend their day. Pre-school children and toddlers flow freely from 
indoors to outdoors. Children are safe. Every interaction with staff extends 
children's learning. Children are taught through their own interests, which helps to 
develop their character. Staff set the highest expectations for children. Behaviour is 
impeccable. Children are eager to listen to staff and follow instructions. They show 
a high level of respect for staff and each other. The nursery is wonderfully 
inclusive. Every child is a valued member of the nursery community. Children are 
taught about each other's unique culture and heritage, which are meaningfully 
celebrated. Children collect food for a foodbank in a nearby area. This helps them 
to learn about the needs of the community they live in and how these differ 
between communities. This helps children to gain a deep understanding of the 
wider world and their place within it.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery delivers a well-thought-out and unique curriculum which is tailored 
to each individual child. It is broad and gives children a firm foundation for their 
early learning. Challenging programmes for science and music enhance 
children's learning further. Teaching is of the highest quality. Children make 
outstanding progress from their starting points.

n Staff use highly effective strategies to support children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They make small adaptations to daily routines 
so that all children can access them. Staff have excellent partnerships with a 
range of professionals and services. This ensures children with emerging needs 
are quickly identified through rigorous assessments. Children with SEND make 
the best progress they are capable of.

n Activities captivate children because they are engaging and exciting. For 
example, babies beam with delight as they drive toy cars through paint and 
make marks. Toddlers become immersed as they explore their senses as they 
make their own creations with dough and herbs. Pre-school children show great 
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concentration as they skilfully recreate famous portraits. Children demonstrate 
extremely high levels of learning for extended periods.

n Children are encouraged to take appropriate risks in their play. Pre-school 
children show incredible confidence as they wobble and balance on the obstacle 
course they have made. Staff encourage children to keep trying. Children 
develop a strong sense of resilience and self-esteem that enables them to 
confidently challenge their own abilities.

n The nursery provides a wealth of support for children who speak English as an 
additional language. Many staff members use their own home language to 
support and settle children who speak the same language as them. Toddlers 
learn to count and sing in Spanish. Parents have been invited into nursery to 
share stories in their own languages. All children are learning about the different 
languages that their friends speak.

n The nursery has a passionate senior leadership team that provides superb 
support for the new manager. As a team, they continually evaluate and reflect 
on everything in the nursery. They make changes as necessary to ensure the 
biggest impact on children. Children are truly at the heart of everything they do.

n There is a comprehensive package of training that all staff members engage 
with. Staff complete mandatory training before they begin their roles, and they 
continue to develop their knowledge and skills regularly. Supervisions are highly 
effective at identifying training needs. Leaders set high expectations of staff. 
They monitor their practice to help ensure the highest standard is consistent 
across the nursery.

n Parents are highly engaged and praise the setting enthusiastically. They 
comment that staff provide 'loving care' and that children's 'development is 
fantastic'. Parents come into the nursery to attend workshops about toilet 
training and managing behaviour. They are invited to join webinars each month 
about different areas of children's development. This helps to ensure absolute 
consistency between learning at home and nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have in-depth knowledge of safeguarding issues. They know how to report 
any concern they have. The nursery have excellent systems for managing dietary 
preferences and allergies. Meals are prepared separately and labelled. Each room 
has a dedicated member of staff responsible for ensuring all meals are distributed 
correctly. Robust systems are in place for recruiting new staff members. Extensive 
checks are carried out to help ensure staff are appropriate to work with children. 
Sleeping children are regularly checked by staff and supervised at all times. Staff 
risk assess the environments, and children conduct their own risk assessments. 
They learn about what makes a safe space for them to play and learn. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 500116

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10234550

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 125

Number of children on roll 169

Name of registered person Bright Horizons Family Solutions Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901358

Telephone number 0161 393 6727

Date of previous inspection 13 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Bright Horizons Didsbury Day Nursery and Preschool registered in 2001. The 
nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, for 52 weeks of the year, 
except for bank holidays. There are 41 members of staff employed to work directly 
with children. Of these, one holds qualified teacher status, four hold an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 6, three hold qualifications at level 4, 14 hold 
qualifications at level 3, and five hold qualifications at level 2. The nursery provides 
funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Richards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager, the early childhood specialist and the inspector completed a 
learning walk together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years 
curriculum.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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