
Inspection of Shorncliffe Nursery
Shorncliffe Community Centre, Mackenzie Drive, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3LR

Inspection date: 28 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children demonstrate that they feel extremely happy and safe at the nurturing 
setting. For example, on arrival, children receive a very friendly welcome from the 
passionate staff, who greet them full of energy and smiles. Children are very 
settled and eager to enter the setting, saying goodbye to their parents in the foyer.

Children make outstanding progress from their starting points. Staff have 
exceptionally high expectations for all children, including children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. They swiftly implement highly effective 
targeted support to ensure that continuous learning and development takes place. 
Children are more than ready for their next stage of learning.

Children's behaviour is exemplary across the setting. They have extremely positive 
attitudes to their learning. For example, children explore different-shaped vessels 
and sort fruits of various sizes by colour and size. They cooperate and share 
independently as they work in collaboration to fill a jug to the top. Children are 
deeply engaged in their play together.

Children are remarkably independent for their age and stage of development. For 
instance, very young children know when they need to wipe their own noses. They 
independently take tissues to a mirror before placing them into the bin and wiping 
their hands. Children learn to manage their personal care needs exceptionally well, 
which has a hugely positive impact on their personal development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have an excellent understanding of children's individual interests and 
outcomes for learning and development. This enables them to plan a highly 
effective curriculum that creates curious and highly eager learners. For example, 
children excitedly join in with a group activity, exploring various items hidden 
inside a bag. They listen remarkably well for their age and respond very 
positively to the consistent praise they receive from the highly engaging staff.

n Children have outstanding opportunities to develop their language skills across 
the curriculum, especially children who speak English as an additional language. 
For instance, staff consistently introduce new language through very high-quality 
teaching and spontaneous interactions with children, which take place across the 
setting. Children make remarkably fast progress to become confident talkers. 
They are extremely well prepared for future learning and securely develop skills 
that will support them to become fluent readers. 

n Children's behaviour and attitudes to learning are impeccable across the setting. 
For example, from a very young age, children are given the tools to help them 
gain a very good understanding of how to manage their feelings and behaviour. 
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Staff support children's understanding of turn-taking with the use of sand timers. 
Children use these independently and let their friends know when it is their turn. 
They confidently demonstrate their understanding of why behaviour rules are in 
place and recognise the impact that their behaviour has on others.

n The provider creates an environment that is fully inclusive and promotes an 
understanding and respect for children's families and communities beyond their 
own. For example, before families transition from other countries, the manager 
arranges virtual contact to help them to become familiar with the staff and the 
setting. They send beautifully illustrated booklets about nursery life for children 
to share with their families. This has a hugely positive impact on children's 
experiences, as they are planned in a coherent way. The provider goes above 
and beyond to support the families' experiences of moving to a new country, 
and this is worthy of being shared with others.

n Leadership and management at the setting are outstanding. The highly focused 
and driven manager has created a very skilled and dedicated staff team. For 
instance, staff receive extremely effective continuous professional training, such 
as in communication and language. This impacts hugely on the quality of 
teaching that takes place across the setting. Staff consistently report that they 
are 'valued and supported' in their roles. Their positive well-being encourages 
them to help the provider improve outcomes for all children, who thrive at the 
setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and her staff team have an excellent working knowledge of 
safeguarding policies and procedures. This ensures that they fully understand their 
duty of keeping the children in their care safe from harm. They can confidently 
discuss a wide range of safeguarding issues, such as county lines, the 'Prevent' 
duty and female genital mutilation. They know who and when to refer to in a 
timely manner if they have concerns for a child in their care. Staff understand and 
know how to comply with the setting's whistle-blowing policy if they have any 
concerns about the senior leadership team. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY336391

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10235029

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Shorncliffe Station Nursery School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903945

Telephone number 01303278442

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Shorncliffe Nursery registered in 2006. The nursery is situated in Cheriton, near to 
Shorncliffe Garrison in Folkestone, Kent. The nursery is committee-run. It operates 
Monday to Friday, from 9am to 3pm, during term time only. The nursery receives 
funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
It employs eight members of staff. Of these, seven hold a relevant early years 
qualification at level 2 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Webb
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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