
Inspection of Explorers Childcare LTD
The Old Church, New Street, Shrewsury SY3 8JN

Inspection date: 25 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive extremely excited and eager to start their day at this highly 
inclusive setting. As children arrive, they are warmly welcomed by staff with huge 
smiles and an abundance of enthusiasm. A highly effective key-person system 
ensures that children form exceptionally strong bonds with staff. Young babies 
seek their key person for comfort when they are upset. Older children show a 
strong sense of belonging as they identify themselves as part of the 'ladybird' or 
'bumble bee' group. Staff are excellent role models for children and brilliantly 
uphold the setting's aim to be happy and confident individuals. Children behave 
well and play harmoniously alongside each other. They show consistently high 
levels of engagement in activities that are planned to meet their individual needs 
and interests. As a result, children are incredibly content and confident. This 
enables them to thrive in their learning environment. 

Children experience a rich and ambitious curriculum, securely underpinned by 
staff's knowledge of how children learn best. The curriculum is extremely well 
sequenced to build on children's existing skills and abilities. For example, children 
recall that trees need sun and water to grow. Staff skilfully introduce new concepts 
to children as they expand on this. They explain how trees use roots and introduce 
new words, such as 'carbon dioxide'. Staff have wonderfully high expectations of 
what children can achieve. In turn, all children are making excellent progress in 
their learning and development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children develop an exceptional understanding of the world around them. 
Regular visits to local care homes and links with the local church gives children a 
strong sense of community. Staff are passionate about creating awe and wonder 
for children. They support children to learn about the different cultures, beliefs 
and celebrations of their friends in an age-appropriate way. Children learn new 
languages. Additionally, they take part in dance, music and gymnastics classes. 
As a result, children are gaining a wealth of knowledge and skills to prepare 
them for their future success. 

n Staff expertly plan activities to deepen children's knowledge. They consider the 
learning opportunities they provide in the indoor and outdoor environment. For 
example, children securely embed their mathematical knowledge of shapes 
through a shape hunt in the local community. Staff encourage older children to 
consolidate their learning as they ask them to remember what they have learned 
throughout the day. Staff's holistic approach to teaching is highly engaging and 
gives children rich and meaningful learning opportunities.

n Children demonstrate a love of books. They are totally captivated as they listen 
to familiar stories. They finish the sentences of their book of the week, 'We're 
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Going on a Bear Hunt', and excitedly act out the actions. Children thoroughly 
enjoy having conversations with staff, who interact with children extremely 
positively. Staff model language tremendously well. Babies copy the words 
modelled by staff during play. Staff ask relevant questions to older children that 
challenge their thinking. In turn, children are highly confident communicators. 

n Leaders and managers are highly attuned to the needs of children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Their dedication to meet each 
child's individual needs is inspirational. Strategies to support children's care and 
learning are implemented at the earliest stages. A sensory room is a wonderful 
addition to the setting and provides a safe and calming place for children. As a 
result, children with SEND make excellent progress from their starting points in 
this highly inclusive environment. 

n Promoting children's independence is seamlessly threaded throughout the 
setting. As a result, all children become highly independent and learn the skills 
required for their next stage of learning. Babies show excellent hand-eye 
coordination as they feed themselves independently. Toddlers demonstrate 
exceptional turn-taking skills as they patiently wait their turn to slide down the 
slide. Pre-school children possess the skills needed that will support an 
extremely smooth transition to school. 

n Parents are truly valued as partners in their child's education. Feedback from 
parents is excellent. They comment that staff know their children incredibly well. 
Parents describe being 'blown away' by the care their children receive. They 
value the setting's commitment to providing off-site trips and activities. Staff use 
a range of strategies to keep parents informed of their child's learning and 
development. Parents are incredibly well supported to extend their child's 
learning in the home environment. 

n The commitment of leaders and managers within the setting is inspirational. 
They are highly reflective and continually strive for improvement. Staff receive 
continual feedback on their performance. Regular and relevant training enables 
them to continually build on their already excellent teaching to achieve positive 
outcomes for children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a thorough understanding of their roles and responsibilities. This 
helps them to keep children safe from harm. They demonstrate a secure 
knowledge of what actions to take if they had concerns about a child's welfare, or 
if an allegation was made against a fellow staff member. Leaders and managers 
are proactive in supporting parents on how to keep children safe online. Effective 
risk assessments ensure a safe environment for children within the setting and 
while on off-site trips. Leaders and managers follow robust recruitment processes. 
They are committed to checking the ongoing suitability of staff working with 
children. This helps promote children's safety to the highest level.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2600980

Local authority Shropshire 

Inspection number 10237365

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 88

Number of children on roll 187

Name of registered person Explorers Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536757

Telephone number 01743 216726

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Explorers Childcare Ltd registered in 2020. The nursery employs 30 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 25 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
and above. The manager of the setting holds qualified teacher status. The nursery 
operates all year round. Sessions are available Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 
6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Roxanne Mason
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated registered individual about the 
leadership and management of the setting.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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