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The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happy and know the routine once they enter the room. Younger and 
older children separate into different rooms. This enables the early years children 
to have a high level of staff support. All children understand that they must wash 
their hands once they arrive. Children sit on the carpet together to discuss what 
they would like for snack. Staff encourage them to make their own choices about 
food to eat. Children prepare their own snack with support from staff. 

Children have a variety of resources and activities that they can choose from. They 
play on the floor with construction toys. A member of staff asks questions about 
what they are building. Children talk about houses they are building and how high 
they will build it. Children are engaged in activities. They use blocks to make 
enclosures for dinosaurs. Children access the outdoor playground. They play 
chasing games and football. Older children support the younger ones to organise 
games.

Children's behaviour is good. All children share resources and chat to each other 
about what they are doing. Children speak with staff about their school day. They 
discuss the Nativity play and what parts they are playing. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have good relationships with the children, who happily talk to them about 
their day. They laugh during discussions with staff about whether it is dinner 
time or home time.

n Staff have positive links with the school. They speak regularly with teachers, 
enabling information sharing about children to plan for their needs. Staff support 
children with homework and take them to other clubs, such as dance classes.

n The provider supports the manager well, visiting or making contact daily. Staff 
feel supported by the manager. They share ideas about activities while preparing 
for the children to arrive. A key-person system is in place and each child has a 
member of staff to support them. The key person knows the children well and 
provides activities to support their interests.

n Children confidently approach visitors. Staff support this by introducing visitors, 
so children are aware of who is in the room with them. Children talk about 
activities they enjoy doing. For example, children talk about working together to 
produce a building. They discuss how a member of staff is going to take a photo 
for them. Children talk about how much they enjoy choosing and making their 
own snack.

n Staff encourage children to make choices about what they play with. They 
remain engaged with activities, using role play to cook food or sit and colour 
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gingerbread men. Staff engage with children, supporting them when they ask 
questions about activities.

n Parents state they are extremely happy with the after-school club. They speak 
about the excellent communication from staff. Parents state that the provider 
and manager offer support to them as families. Parents feel that staff are 
friendly and professional. They comment that their children love their time at the 
after-school club.

n The manager is confident about supporting children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. She works with the school and parents to ensure 
children are well supported and their needs are met. Activities are adapted to 
ensure children can take part.

n Staff support children with their language development. They model good 
vocabulary as they join in with children during activities, such as when looking at 
books. Staff ask children questions which encourage further conversation. For 
example, they ask children about what they need when making a house. 
Children discuss needing different sizes and types of bricks to complete the 
house. 

n Staff understand the importance of being aware of children's allergies. Care 
plans are in place and staff complete training about specific allergies. Staff 
understand that medication needs to be locked away from the children to keep 
them safe. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good understanding of how to protect children in their care and 
know the signs of abuse. They have clear procedures in place and know what to do 
should they have any concerns. Staff understand their role and responsibility in 
regard to the 'Prevent' duty. They are aware of what they should do if they had a 
concern about a colleague and who they should report this too. Staff understand 
the importance of providing the correct care to children who have had an accident. 
They record this information which is then shared with parents.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY300203

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10233665

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 8

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person Fairplay After Schools Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909401

Telephone number 07905 001403

Date of previous inspection 20 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Fair Play After School Club registered in March 2005. The club employs seven 
members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday, from 3pm until 6pm in 
term time, and from 7.45am until 6pm during the school holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Clayton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Parents shared their views of the after-school club with the inspector. 
n The provider showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they ensure 

that they are safe and suitable.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the after-

school club.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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