
Inspection of Honey Bears Nursery
Honey Bears Nursery, 60-62 Station Road, Erdington, Birmingham, West Midlands 
B23 6UE

Inspection date: 23 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily enter nursery and eagerly greet their friends and staff. 
Relationships between children and staff are very good. Children separate from 
their parents and settle quickly into their play. They play in a secure environment. 
Children understand that they need to wash their hands regularly, and they learn 
to be independent in their own personal care. 

Children learn about equality and diversity throughout the nursery. They talk about 
things they have done with their families and enjoy looking at photos of themselves 
which are displayed. Resources and books reflect discussions about various 
cultures and differences. Children explore family backgrounds, and staff support 
children's awareness of differences, how families live and same-sex relationships. 

Children explore different textures through play. Babies mix flour, cocoa and 
porridge oats. They scoop the mixture, and staff support babies' emerging 
speaking skills while introducing words such as 'soft' and 'cold', and they encourage 
the babies to smell the mixture. Older children add water to the flour and oats, and 
they copy staff in mixing them all together. This supports the development of their 
small-muscle skills as they squeeze, roll and manipulate the dough that they 
create. Children are encouraged to extend their vocabulary as they use words such 
as 'oozy', 'squelchy' and 'swishy' as they recall a story of a family hunting for a bear 
in water, long grass and snow. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and staff have made significant improvements since their last 
inspection and are committed to providing high-quality childcare. Managers are 
extremely supportive of their team. Staff's well-being is given high priority. 
Effective monitoring of practice enables sharply focused training opportunities to 
be identified and accessed. As a result, staff are motivated and committed to 
continually developing their knowledge and skills. 

n Managers and staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the needs and 
abilities of the children in their care. They successfully plan a curriculum to 
support children's learning. Resources are used effectively to engage and 
support children. There is a great focus on supporting children to develop good 
language and communication skills.

n Staff support children who speak English as an additional language well. They 
gather key words from parents in children's home language to use, to aid 
communication with children. Pictures displayed within rooms help children to 
communicate their needs clearly to staff. 

n Staff work in partnership with parents and other agencies. The ongoing 
monitoring of children's abilities enables staff to identify quickly where there are 

Inspection report: Honey Bears Nursery
23 November 2022 2



potential gaps in learning and work with parents to seek additional support for 
their child. 

n Children enjoy freshly prepared nutritious meals each day. Individual dietary 
needs and preferences are well known and incorporated into the food provided. 
Staff work closely with parents when babies undertake the weaning process, 
supporting them through the process. Children access drinks throughout the day 
to remain hydrated.

n Children learn about foods that are good for their bodies. They confidently 
identify fruits, such as pineapple, blueberries, strawberries and grapes, during 
cooking activities. Staff encourage their awareness of their safety when using 
tools and equipment. However, staff do not always fully encourage children's 
independence at these times as they serve food to children rather than 
encouraging them to serve themselves. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy being physically active and benefit from fresh air and 
exercise each day. They carefully balance on raised blocks in the garden, and 
they run, jump and skilfully use wheeled toys. 

n Behaviour is good. Children show kindness and consideration towards their 
peers. Staff consistently build children's confidence and self-esteem through the 
praise and encouragement they give to them. They recognise children's efforts 
and achievements and encourage children to persevere with tasks and succeed. 

n Parents are extremely pleased with the care and learning opportunities provided 
for their children. They feel that staff are approachable, warm and kind. Parents 
are actively involved in the nursery and enjoy attending workshops to build their 
own awareness of different topics. They receive newsletters to involve them in 
the activities planned in the nursery. 

n Managers and staff actively seek the comments and views of parents who use 
the nursery. They use these to continually reflect, evaluate and make changes to 
the provision where appropriate. However, they have not fully considered ways 
of gathering the views of the children as part of this process. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Robust recruitment and selection procedures mean that all adults working with 
children complete appropriate suitability checks and fully understand their roles 
within the nursery. Managers' and staff's knowledge of safeguarding children is 
secure. They fully understand the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm 
or abuse and the required action to take to keep children safe. Staff maintain their 
knowledge of safeguarding through ongoing professional development. Children's 
safety is given high priority. Effective routines ensure that children play in a safe 
and secure environment. Supervision of the children is good, and staff-to-child 
ratios are always maintained. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review ways to further enhance younger children's independence skills
n consider ways to gather the views of children as part of the evaluation process.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 229083

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10245479

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 57

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Honey Bears Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522517

Telephone number 0121 382 4355

Date of previous inspection 23 May 2022

Information about this early years setting

Honey Bears Nursery registered in 1991. The nursery employs nine members of 
childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3, and two hold appropriate qualifications at level 5 and 6. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for the Christmas bank holiday. Sessions 
are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Boland
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector completed a learning walk and tour of the setting with the 
manager and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed activities and the interactions between the staff and the 
children. 

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and manager and looked at 
relevant documentation, such as a sample of policies, risk assessments and 
evidence of the suitability of staff. 

n The inspector spoke to members of staff, children and parents at appropriate 
times during the inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspector completed joint observations of group activities with the manager. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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