
Inspection of Bramble House Day 
Nursery
Techno Trading Estate, 54-56 Bramble Road, SWINDON SN2 8DS

Inspection date: 23 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children meet familiar staff members as they arrive to enter the nursery in the 
morning. They explore a wide array of activities throughout their day and play 
calmly alongside their friends. 

Children enjoy the interactions they have with staff. Babies enjoy carefully dipping 
a wand in liquid, then lifting it to blow bubbles. Toddlers learn to make play dough 
and explore sticks of spaghetti in the role-play area. Older children enjoy mixing 
pasta, flowers and leaves in the outdoor area. They confidently come over to speak 
about the imaginative games they are playing. Children are happy and feel safe 
with the familiar adults around them.

Parents describe the setting as 'feeling like home'. Staff and children wear cosy 
slippers in the nursery which adds to the relaxed feeling. Staff nurture children's 
emotional needs well. They praise their successes and provide warmth and cuddles 
when children need them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff and managers work hard to ensure children enjoy their time at the nursery. 
They encourage children to have freedom while they explore within their 
environment. However, at times, staff try to cover too many aspects of learning 
during adult-led activities. This means staff do not always stretch children's 
developmental needs as much as they could, and children sometimes lose focus.

n Staff promote children's physical development well and understand the 
importance of this. Older children learn to dress and undress from all-in-one 
suits and wellington boots, ready to go outside. They actively engage in rugby-
coaching sessions and eagerly wait, then take turns, moving along a course. 
Younger babies explore gross motor movements, as they climb in and out of a 
ball pool.

n Children behave well. Staff teach children about appropriate choices in a positive 
and supportive manner. For example, staff remind children not to walk 
backwards down a corridor, as they will not see where they are going and might 
bump their head. This supports children in understanding the risks and learning 
about why it is important to keep themselves safe.

n Children learn about independence as they get ready for lunch or snacktime. 
However, at times, staff miss opportunities to remind children of good daily 
hygiene practices. For example, they do not explain to older children about the 
importance of washing their hands after snacktime and before they go off to 
play.

n The manager works quickly to ensure children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) receive the support they need. She actively involves 
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outside agencies and parents in referrals for further funding.
n The key-person system works effectively to support children's emotional needs, 

particularly those with SEND. Some staff move up through the rooms with 
children as they get older. As a result, children build secure relationships with 
key staff. 

n The manager is very reflective of her practice. Where the inspector shared 
feedback during the inspection, the manager acted on this promptly. This 
demonstrates her clear determination and drive to get things right for the 
children in her care. The manager supports staff equally well to act on changes. 
The staff team is strong and provides a positive warmth for the children across 
the nursery. 

n Parents speak very highly of the nursery and of the relationships with the 
manager and staff. They use online applications to find out about their child's 
day and talk to their child's key person regularly at collection times. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a strong knowledge of how to safeguard children 
effectively. They talk with experience and know the agencies to contact should the 
need arise. All staff recognise the main signs of neglect, physical, sexual, and 
emotional abuse. Staff in the baby room are aware of how these signs may differ in 
non-verbal or non-mobile babies. The safeguarding policy is available on the 
nursery website. This means parents can also find support should concerns arise. 
Whistle-blowing procedures are clear and staff know that they have a duty of care 
for the children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop curriculum planning, so that adult-led activities focus clearly on 
developing children's individual next steps in learning

n strengthen children's knowledge of how to manage and learn about good 
hygiene.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY463233

Local authority Swindon 

Inspection number 10236193

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Bramble House Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909315

Telephone number 01793611663

Date of previous inspection 15 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Bramble House Day Nursery registered in 2013. The nursery is in the Techno 
Trading Estate in Swindon, Wiltshire. It is open each weekday from 7.30am and 
6pm, all year round, except for bank holidays. The nursery also offers an after-
school club which operates 3pm to 6pm during school term times. The nursery 
employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of whom, 12 hold an appropriate early 
years qualification between levels 3 and level 6. The nursery receives funding for 
the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rosie Pritchard
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk, and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching being provided, both indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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