
Inspection of Country Kids Day 
Nursery Spalding
Main Road, Holbeach Drove, Spalding PE12 0PS

Inspection date: 23 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy to come into this warm and friendly nursery. They are well 
cared for, and staff take the time to get to know the children they look after. 
Children have warm attachments to each other. They help each other to get 
dressed in their wet-weather clothing, having a go in pairs to do up tricky zips, 
ready to go outside. Children kindly take turns to help the cook to serve the 
vegetables for lunch and use good manners as they pass the spoon to their friends.

Children develop their physical skills while making circle shapes in the sand with 
their spades, imagining they are drawing planets. They confidently use 
mathematical language to describe and compare the size of the circles they make. 
Children follow the staff's lead and go on a space hunt, finding items they need to 
go into space. They imagine putting on their astronaut's helmet, space boots and 
suits as they pretend to navigate the moon outside. Staff support young toddlers to 
create tall rockets, practising building them before knocking them over. Children 
giggle and clap with delight as the blocks fall to the floor and they have to rebuild 
the rocket once again.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a clear intent of what she wants children to learn and be able 
to do at the nursery. The curriculum is well sequenced and builds on what 
children know and can already do. Staff ensure children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities are well supported. Staff liaise closely with external 
agencies to ensure the curriculum focuses on what children need to know next. 
Children are well prepared to move through the nursery and on to school.

n Books play an integral part in the nursery curriculum. Staff plan the stories they 
will read to children as part of the curriculum on offer. Older children confidently 
share a familiar story with staff. They enthusiastically use props to help share 
what happens next. However, during large-group story time, staff do not 
recognise when younger children struggle to remain engaged and occasionally 
lose focus. 

n Staff plan for children's physical development well. Older children are 
encouraged to independently wash their hands and remove their outdoor clothes 
after being outside. Younger children enjoy dancing to music with scarves. They 
wiggle and twist their bodies in time to the beat, moving their whole body 
enthusiastically. 

n Staff prioritise developing children's language and communication skills. They 
introduce new words to children and encourage them to practise using these 
new words during their play. For example, children confidently describe the 
'crater in the moon' they make with tools in the play dough. Staff plan for the 
language they would like children to know from the topic they are learning 
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about.
n Parents speak highly about the nursery. They report that the staff work in close 

partnership with them. If children need additional support, the staff provide 
activities and ideas for how parents can help at home. Parents particularly 
welcome the helpful advice they receive on child development, such as toilet 
training and sleep routines. 

n Children in the nursery behave well. They take turns pushing each other in the 
wheelbarrow. Children work together to navigate obstacles outside and enjoy 
working in pairs without staff support. They are polite to each other and 
demonstrate good manners. 

n The manager offers support to staff through regular supervision sessions and 
holds regular team meetings. Staff share they feel well supported and can 
discuss aspects of their work and personal lives with the manager. This helps 
staff and the manager identify areas of strength and areas for improvement, 
which supports them develop their practice with children. However, some less 
experienced staff members need further guidance on planning appropriate 
activities to focus on what they want children to learn.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to keep children safe in the nursery. They 
ensure the nursery is secure and have clear procedures for anyone visiting. The 
manager ensures necessary safer recruitment checks are complete before new 
staff start working with children. She also ensures that all staff are qualified in 
paediatric first aid so they can respond confidently to first-aid incidents. Children 
are taught how to keep themselves safe, such as when using the internet. Staff use 
opportunities, such as parents stay-and-play sessions, to help parents learn how to 
keep their children safe online. Staff are confident in fulfilling their safeguarding 
responsibilities, including reporting any concerns to other professionals, such as 
social services. They can confidently identify signs and symptoms of potential 
abuse.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and carefully plan story time for younger children so that they can remain 
engaged and focused

n support less experienced staff to carefully plan activities to link to what they 
want children to know and learn next.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY474882

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10233401

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Giggles of Gedney Hill Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533456

Telephone number 01406 331213

Date of previous inspection 23 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Country Kids Day Nursery Spalding registered in 2014. It is located in Holbeach 
Drove, Spalding. The nursery employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, 
five hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday all year round. Openings hours are from 7am to 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Lakey (Nee Fulcher)
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the nursery manager. She 
discussed how the curriculum was designed and the intention of the learning 
environment. 

n The inspector undertook a joint observation of a planned activity with the 
manager and together they evaluated the observation.

n The inspector observed staff and children of all ages throughout the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.
n The inspector spoke to staff during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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