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Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy their time in this safe, welcoming and highly stimulating 
club. They happily enter with energy and excitement, and quickly start playing with 
a wealth of activities and resources. Children generally remain highly engaged. 
Staff expertly plan activities and build on the essential skills and attitudes, which 
children require for successful learning in school. For example, children show 
excellent focus and motivation while making healthy pizzas to take home. They 
absorb lots of new knowledge. For instance, children learn about herbs, such as 
'oregano', which they smell inquisitively. Children thrive on staff's warm, positive 
and friendly interactions.

Children constantly make choices, such as playing indoors or outdoors, and they 
have first-class involvement in how the club is run. This fosters children's self-
esteem and helps them to grow in confidence. Children develop high levels of 
independence during daily routines. 

Children demonstrate exemplary behaviour and are highly sociable. They 
understand and follow the club's rules and values, which they help to create and 
staff display. Staff are kind and respectful role models. Staff use visual prompts, 
such as ringing the bell, to prepare and support children for changes in the daily 
routine. Children promptly respond. For example, they help to tidy up and line up 
sensibly to walk to the snack room.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan excellent settling-in programmes. For example, new children are 
allocated a 'buddy' and complete an 'All about me' document. Staff also ask 
children to bring in an 'All about me' box containing special items from home to 
share. Staff also ask parents to complete a settling-in survey, to monitor 
children's emotional well-being.

n Staff take exceptional account of children's interests and views. For example, 
children share their ideas through planning meetings, a suggestion box and 
surveys. This helps children to feel valued.

n Staff work in excellent partnership with Reception class staff to promote 
continuity for children. This helps children to feel secure. For example, staff 
create exciting interactive displays and activities linked to key stories and school 
topics. Staff also exchange information via a communication book, which also 
includes discussions with parents.

n Staff reinforce children's early mathematical and literacy skills in fun ways. For 
example, children learn unique mark-making techniques. For example, they 
explore pointillism, where they apply small, distinct dots in patterns to form an 
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image on their autumn leaves. Staff proudly display these on the miniature 
autumn tree. Children count the mushrooms on their pizzas and play giant-sized 
games, where they have to think strategically to get four counters in a row to 
win.

n Children have extensive opportunities to practise their hand-to-eye coordination, 
in support of their early writing skills. For example, children use rolling pins to 
flatten their pizza dough, spread tomato puree on the pizza base and use tongs 
to grasp healthy toppings.

n Staff plan many activities designed to foster children's social skills and 
friendships. For example, children share equipment and chat away as they make 
pizzas. They play together imaginatively, for instance, while engaging in the 
role-play shop area.

n Staff provide light healthy teas, some of which children prepare, such as 
vegetable soup. This helps children to learn about healthy lifestyles. Children 
also take part in activities, such as creating collages for a display about healthy 
eating.

n Staff provide exemplary opportunities for children to value and respect 
everyone's uniqueness. For example, staff celebrate diversity within resources, 
displays and themes, such as 'marvellous me'. Children take part in activities 
which are linked to a wide range of multicultural traditions and events, such as 
Black History Month.

n Staff establish highly effective partnerships with parents. Parents have access to 
comprehensive information, for example, via the website, which includes regular 
newsletters. Feedback from parents is highly complimentary. 

n Overall, staff are deployed well. For example, they lead on certain initiatives. 
Staff are designated specific tasks, such as being on duty at the door. However, 
when children's key persons are undertaking such tasks, other staff do not 
always recognise when some children require greater support to engage.

n Staff's qualifications and continued professional development have an excellent 
impact. However, the manager does not extend the highly effective coaching, 
mentoring and support to relief staff, to enhance their interactions. Self-
evaluation takes full account of everyone's views.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of possible indicators of abuse, and of how to report 
their concerns. This helps to keep children safe from harm. Child protection 
procedures are strengthened, for example, through regular safeguarding meetings. 
Staff promote a safe and secure environment, which helps to promote children's 
welfare. They demonstrate safe practices, such as using walkie-talkies to promote 
children's safe transition between indoors and outdoors. Children help to carry out 
risk assessments and staff help them to learn to keep themselves safe. For 
example, children take part in activities linked to road safety and online safety, 
which staff display. Staff also arrange visitors, such as the mounted police.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY369147

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10229344

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 90

Name of registered person Meltham School's Out

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905779

Telephone number 07745476491 afterschool01484 222610

Date of previous inspection 19 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Meltham School's Out registered in 2008. It operates from within Meltham C of E 
Primary School in Holmfirth. It is a privately run limited company that is a separate 
entity to the school. The club employs five key members of childcare staff and two 
relief staff. All five key staff hold qualifications; two are at level 2 and three are at 
level 3. The club opens solely for the children of the host school on Monday to 
Friday, during term time. Sessions are from 7.30am to 8.45am and from 3.15pm to 
6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the safety and suitability of the premises and completed 
a learning walk of the areas used by the club with the manager. She also spoke 
to the manager to find out how the club is organised and the range of activities 
provided.

n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation of an activity taking 
place. 

n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual from the committee and staff 
during the inspection. She gained feedback from parents and spoke to children 
about their experiences at the club and what they enjoyed doing.

n The inspector checked a sample of documentation, including certain policies and 
procedures, certificates of training and documents relating to the suitability of 
staff. The manager shared written feedback from parents and children, gained 
through surveys.

n The inspector held regular discussions with the manager throughout the 
inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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