
Inspection of Privett Montessori 
Nursery
Privett Village Hall, Hemplands Lane, Privett, Alton, Hampshire GU34 3NU

Inspection date: 18 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The children respond well to the warm welcome they receive on arrival. With their 
emotional needs met, children are confident and curious to explore activities and 
educational experiences. The staff know all the children well and provide 
appropriate activities and resources. They tailor the planning and the environment 
to challenge children's learning and promote their concentration skills. 
 
Children are active in their learning and benefit from plenty of time and space to 
enjoy their experiences. They love being outside. Children have great fun exploring 
nature. For instance, they help to collect leaves into piles, and they delight in 
throwing them in the air and watching them fall around them.
 
Overall, children become independent and learn a range of skills that prepare them 
for their future life. For example, at snack time, children confidently select their 
own cups and skilfully pour their drinks. Staff extend the children's experience by 
encouraging them to wash and dry the dishes afterwards.
 
Children take part in small-group discussions and listen intently to what the staff 
are saying. They respond appropriately and engage in back-and-forth interactions. 
Staff repeat sentences back to the children and emphasise key words. Children are 
confident to share their ideas and thoughts.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff have a good understanding of child development and know 
how children learn. They skilfully identify what each child needs to learn next. 
Staff plan activities that are sequenced well to build on what children already 
know and can do. They use their observations and ask questions to check what 
children have learned. They revisit activities to fully embed knowledge.

n Parents are happy and complimentary about the support they receive from staff. 
They are aware of what their children are currently learning and are kept up to 
date with their development. Children have good attachments to their key 
person and go to them for guidance and support. 

n Staff encourage and praise children to persist when challenges occur. This helps 
them to reach their intended goal. Children show pride in their achievements. 
For example, they spend time creating pictures using paint sticks, and they show 
joy when showing their peers and staff.

n Leaders and staff carry out effective risk assessments and consistently review 
the environment to promote the safety of the children. Staff take appropriate 
action to manage any identified risks. For example, they have sectioned off an 
area of the garden to allow children to play safely in windy weather.

n Children develop good social skills that prepare them for future learning. They 
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are kind and caring to each other and are beginning to recognise their own 
emotions and the emotions of others.

n Overall, children's health is promoted well. Staff provide a nutritious range of 
snacks and talk to children about healthy eating. They encourage children to 
become independent in their self-care routines. For example, children 
competently use their own individual forks. Staff teach children key hygiene 
practices, such as washing their hands and wiping their noses. However, these 
messages are not consistently reinforced.

n There are successful arrangements to support children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The special educational needs coordinator 
works with parents and other professionals effectively to ensure that children 
are given the best support. Staff revise and adjust planned activities to suit the 
needs of all children.

n Leaders and staff provide opportunities for children to be physically active 
indoors and outdoors. For instance, staff encourage children to engage in 
exercise activities indoors. They move around with pleasure and respond well to 
instructions. Outside, children run freely and are provided with activities that 
support both large- and small-muscle movements. 

n Routines are flexible and adapted to meet the children's needs. For instance, if 
children express that they are hungry, staff will bring snack time forward. This 
supports children's well-being and gives them what they need.

n Staff have positive attitudes and feel valued by leaders. They are encouraged to 
develop their skills with training courses that enhance practice and benefit the 
children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff are confident in how to respond to signs that children may be 
suffering harm. Leaders create an environment of watchfulness to ensure the 
safety of all children. They know children well and recognise the importance of 
being alert to any changes of behaviour that may indicate a cause for concern. 
Leaders and staff act in a timely manner and follow their policy to ensure children 
are protected and kept safe. Staff and leaders support children to understand their 
emotions and talk openly about their feelings. Rigorous recruitment and vetting 
procedures are in place to ensure staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n encourage staff to provide more-consistent support for children to understand 
the importance of personal hygiene routines.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2595673

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10251384

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 10

Name of registered person van Ingen, Veronica

Registered person unique 
reference number 2595671

Telephone number 01730 828 405

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Privett Montessori Nursery registered in 2020. It is located in Alton, Hampshire. 
The nursery employs three members of staff. Of these, the manager and deputy 
manager hold a level 3 qualification. The nursery opens during term time, Monday 
to Friday, from 8.30am to 3.15pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelley Ellis
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk to discuss the curriculum 
and what they wanted the children to learn.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and the children.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working with children. 
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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