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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and settle very quickly. Staff welcome and greet them warmly.
Children feel comfortable and safe in this nurturing environment, which is
organised and ready for their day. They begin to explore and make choices from a
range of resources and demonstrate good attitudes towards learning. Children are
confident and clearly communicate their needs and opinions to staff. They calmly
talk and share experiences of events they have experienced at home, describing
what they liked and enjoyed.

Children's communication and language development are good. Staff take time to
offer new language so that children hear words that help to increase their
vocabulary. They encourage children to actively listen and to take part in
discussions. Children enjoy reading a range of books and confidently repeat familiar
phrases. For example, children confidently use words such as 'bang’, 'colourful' and
'up in the sky' to describe their experience of fireworks.

Children learn to manage their self-care needs independently. For instance, they
competently wash their hands and put their coats on at home time. Children help
with small tasks, such as clearing up after meals. This helps them to gain a sense
of responsibility and develop their independence in readiness for school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff support children well through various stages of transition, such as when
they start at the pre-school. There is a clear procedure and strategies in place to
support each child, and parents are regularly updated at every step of the
process. The key person ensures children's individual needs are met effectively.
This provides the security for children to become settled and absorbed in their
learning and play.

m Staff promote children's good health. Children learn to make healthy choices
about their food and enjoy eating a variety of fruits during snack time. Staff
support parents to ensure that children's packed lunches are nutritious. Children
learn about the importance of cleaning their teeth every day.

B The manager ensures that the curriculum is broad and takes account of all areas
of learning. She identifies children's individual strengths and plans activities that
build on their abilities to help them make good progress at their own pace.
Children learn to recognise their names and have opportunities to practise their
early writing skills. They learn about numbers and counting as they weigh flour
to make dough.

m Staff have good knowledge of children's learning development. They pay
attention to children's interests and extend on their knowledge. Staff recognise
when children need extra help with their learning. They observe and assess
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what children can do to identify their next steps. Staff are skilled at supporting
children who speak English as an additional language. They work with parents
so that children benefit from a shared approach to developing their spoken
English.

m Children behave well. They say 'please' and 'thank you' and speak politely to
each other during play. For example, children invite their peers to join in their
play. Staff manage children's behaviour and remind them of their expectations.
For example, children know to use their 'walking feet' indoors and praise them
for listening to the instructions. This helps children to develop a sense of what is
right.

B The manager continues to evaluate her approach to enhance provision and
making improvements that support children's development. She takes into
account the views of parents and staff, and the needs of children. For example,
she added objects that children brought in from home to the home corner area
at the pre-school. This helps children to feel secure and contributes to their
sense of belonging.

B The manager provides supervision meetings and ensures staff have regular
opportunities for training. Staff work well together and say they enjoy working at
the pre-school. However, the manager has not sought further ways to help all
staff develop a deep knowledge of teaching and learning that consistently
supports children in purposeful play.

W Parents are very happy and delighted with the pre-school and the service they
receive. They comment highly on the support from staff and the strategies that
are put in place during their children's settling in, ensuring a smooth transition.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate a good understanding of safeguarding and
child protection. They know the signs of abuse and what action to take should they
have a concern about a child in their care. Staff complete risk assessments of the
premises and take action to remove and address any potential hazards. The
manager ensures staff attend regular training to keep their knowledge of
safeguarding up to date. She follows safer recruitment guidance when employing
new staff and has effective arrangements in place to assess the ongoing suitability
of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B build on the already good practice and seek further ways to help all staff provide
high-quality teaching to consistently support the play and learning experiences
for children.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY290562

Thurrock

10234850

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care
2to 4

30
18
Carter, Julie Elizabeth

RP513232

07941653463
27 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Scalliwags Pre-School registered in 1996. The pre-school employs four members of
childcare staff. One holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 3 and
three at level 4. The pre-school opens on Monday to Friday from 9.30am until
midday, with extended sessions on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday until 2.30pm,
during school term times. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-,

three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Taiwo Oladele-Disu
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the pre-school.

B The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an activity, and
together they evaluated it.

m Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoyed doing in the pre-
school.

B Parents spoke to the inspector, and she took account of their views of the pre-
school.

B The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, such as evidence of the
suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Scalliwags Pre-School 5
17 November 2022


http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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