
Inspection of Kingswood Methodist 
Church PreSchool
Kingswood Methodist Church, Grantham Road, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 1JR

Inspection date: 18 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and eager to start their day at this pre-school. They settle 
well and choose activities that interest them. Children are busy building models 
with bricks, using their imagination. They have fun getting messy while being 
creative in the art room. Children show they feel safe and secure and flow within 
the environment with ease. Staff support children, who are new to the setting, 
particularly those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They help them 
to move from one activity to the other by using visual aids. Staff plan activities 
following children's interests and meeting their needs. Staff have sand and water 
play on offer and encourage children with sensory needs to take part.

Staff promote children's independence. Children pour milk and fill their bowls with 
cereal for morning snack. They behave well and follow staff's instructions. Staff 
highlight the importance of turn taking during activities and routines. Children's 
physical skills develop well. They thoroughly enjoy outdoor play. Staff allow them 
to take assessed risks and climb on equipment. They engage in ball games with 
staff by practising kicking and catching. Parents speak highly of the manager and 
staff of this pre-school. They find them friendly and easy to talk to.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff demonstrate a clear curriculum intent for the pre-school. 
Staff plan purposeful experiences to support children's learning. This reflects 
children's interests and builds on what they already know and can do. For 
example, children have an interest in painting with different colours. Staff 
encourage children to discover what colour comes out when you mix two 
different colours.

n Parents are extremely positive about the pre-school and the staff team. They 
receive lots of information about what the children are learning. Staff work in 
partnership with parents and have effective systems for information sharing. For 
example, staff use an application to send information to parents. This is very 
helpful, especially for parents of children who speak English as an additional 
language. They read translated messages in their home language about their 
children's progress.

n Children become confident in looking after themselves. Staff teach them how to 
put on their coats and urge them to use the toilet by themselves. They also 
remind children to follow hygiene routines. Children wash hands before touching 
food or after finishing a painting activity.

n Staff introduce simple mathematical concepts during group activities. For 
example, children enjoy mixing ingredients while preparing icing to decorate 
cakes. Staff ask questions and use words, such as 'more', 'less' and 'how much' 
for the children to pick up.
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n Staff set up resources linked to the different areas of learning. This equips 
children with knowledge and skills for their future learning. They offer a scale for 
children to use and estimate the weight of things. There is also a water wall in 
the garden for children to explore and find out how it works. However, staff do 
not give many opportunities for children to gain an understanding of everyday 
technology.

n The manager and staff want children to come across experiences that they do 
not see every day. They take children on trips to points of local interest, such as 
local parks or other nature spaces. This allows children to observe and 
understand the world.

n The manager and staff liaise with other professionals and other settings that 
children have attended. They prepare children well for the next stage of their 
education. For example, the manager gathers the older children and teaches 
them important skills for their next steps. This reinforces their smooth transition 
to reception class.

n The manager has cultivated great teamwork and staff feel happy to be part of 
this team. The manager takes her roles seriously and is keen on working next to 
the staff and supporting them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager takes the lead responsibility for safeguarding and child protection 
procedures. Staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities 
to keep children safe. Staff know the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of 
harm. They are aware of the process to follow in response to a concern about a 
child's welfare. There is a display board for reference with procedures to follow and 
contact numbers to use to report any concerns, in the main area of the pre-school. 
The staff supervise children well. They maintain a secure environment both indoors 
and outdoors.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n increase opportunities for children to develop an understanding of everyday 
technology for a purpose.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 106997

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10234055

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person
Kingswood Methodist Church Pre-School 
Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905341

Telephone number 01179613488

Date of previous inspection 9 December 2016

Information about this early years setting

Kingswood Methodist Church PreSchool registered in 1988. It operates from the 
main hall of Kingswood Methodist Church in Kingswood, Bristol. The setting is open 
from 9am to 3pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, during 
term time only. The playgroup receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. There are nine members of staff. The 
manager holds an appropriate qualification in childcare at level 4 and the deputy 
manager is qualified in childcare at level 3. A further six members of staff also hold 
appropriate qualifications in childcare at level 3. There is also one apprentice that 
attends the setting.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stella Orfanidou
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about their 
curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation during a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of the staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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