
Inspection of Burnt Ash School 
Nursery
Burnt Ash Primary School, Rangefield Road, BROMLEY BR1 4QX

Inspection date: 3 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children play in a highly inclusive and language-rich environment. They are 
extremely happy and show high levels of motivation, which are evident to see. For 
example, after playing outside, children proudly tell staff, 'I had a good time!' Well-
planned activities, such as 'Dough Disco' and 'Mindfulness Session', benefit children 
greatly, including their physical health and well-being. Children respond extremely 
well to staff's very high expectations for their learning. They answer well-chosen 
questions and recall what they have previously learned. For example, they 
remember what to do in an emergency, including who to contact. Children have 
learned to use technology safely, such as the interactive whiteboard.

Children are highly independent learners. They make decisions, such as what songs 
to sing or which book to read. This shows impressive levels of self-esteem and 
confidence. For instance, at circle time, they choose to sing their 'hello song' in 
Tamil, demonstrating their superb linguistic skills. Children are extremely 
enthusiastic about taking age-appropriate responsibilities, such as checking their 
environments to minimise risks. Children's behaviour is excellent. They are kind 
and show empathy towards their peers. Children gain strong literacy and 
mathematical skills in preparation for school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Nursery leaders and staff work exceptionally well together to ensure that 
children receive the best quality of care and education. They liaise very closely 
with the connected primary school and other professionals, which contribute 
significantly to their excellent service. 

n Staff observe and assess children's learning extremely well. This enables them to 
identify and support children promptly, particularly those who are at risk of 
falling behind. For example, children who had limited vocabulary are now able to 
hold conversations with their peers and adults. This is made possible by staff's 
skilful and highly effective teaching. As a result, all children, whatever their 
needs and abilities, make rapid and sustained progress from their starting 
points. 

n Leaders are extremely persistent in ensuring that referrals to agencies are 
followed through. They make superb use of funding to provide specialist support 
for disadvantaged children and children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). For instance, children with SEND receive prompt, high-
quality support and specific intervention programmes to help close the gaps in 
their learning. In addition, they benefit greatly from a broad range of extra-
curricular activities, inside and outside the nursery. This includes activities to 
promote children's physical development and understanding of the wider world. 

n Staff work above and beyond with parents to promote a consistent approach to 
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children's education and care practices. As a result, parents have a very positive 
view of the nursery. For instance, they greatly appreciate the way staff share 
information with them, such as through the online application, which keeps them 
fully informed about their children's achievements. Parents also comment on the 
remarkable progress their children have made since joining the nursery, 
particularly their behaviour and attitudes to learning.

n Staff morale is very high. Staff value the support and opportunities to enhance 
their already first-rate understanding and practice. For example, following 
training, they strengthened their confidence and skills in supporting children's 
emotional well-being. This has enabled children, particularly boys, to manage 
their feelings in a very positive manner. 

n Children are fully aware of what is expected of them. This is because they 
receive very clear and consistent messages from staff. As a result, children's 
behaviour is superb. 

n The arrangements for checking staff's initial and ongoing suitability to work with 
children are rigorous. Staff undertake an extensive induction programme to help 
them fully understand their roles and responsibilities.

n Leaders are proactive in seeking and acting on the views of parents and children 
to help evaluate the quality of the provision. Since the previous inspection, they 
have focused sharply on ensuring that all children acquire excellent 
communication and language skills, helping to prepare them for the next stage 
of their education. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders give children's safety and well-being a very high priority. They ensure that 
staff are fully aware of safeguarding issues, including those that are more pertinent 
to their area. For example, they monitor children for any signs of neglect or 
exploitation to protect their safety and well-being. Staff are also fully aware of how 
to identify indicators of extreme views and behaviour. They are very confident in 
what to do should they have any concerns about a child's welfare. Staff 
deployment is highly effective. This enables staff to supervise children at all times 
without interfering with their play.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY453233

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10233855

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 3 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person
Burnt Ash Primary School Academy Trust 
Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909834

Telephone number 02086972441

Date of previous inspection 16 December 2016

Information about this early years setting

Burnt Ash School Nursery registered in 2012. It is located within Burnt Ash Primary 
School, in the London Borough of Bromley. The nursery is open from 8.35am to 
3.10pm, Monday to Friday, during school term time only. There are seven staff 
members working with the children. Of these, six staff members hold relevant 
childcare qualifications from level 3 to level 4. The nursery is in receipt of funding 
to provide free early education for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marisol Hernandez-Garn

Inspection report: Burnt Ash School Nursery
3 November 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n Parents shared their views on the quality of the provision through discussion and 
written feedback. They also completed a questionnaire, which was taken into 
account. 

n Leaders showed the inspector around the nursery and explained how staff 
deliver the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed children's play, indoors and outdoors. She spoke with 
the children and staff at appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with a member of the senior 
management team. They discussed the impact of the activities on children's 
learning and development. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Burnt Ash School Nursery
3 November 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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