
Inspection of Comberton Children's 
Centre Nursery
Comberton Nursery, 10 Comberton Road, LONDON E5 9PU

Inspection date: 15 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy to attend this safe and secure nursery. The key-person 
approach is firmly embedded to help children to settle in quickly. Children are 
eager to explore all areas of the well-organised learning environment. They show 
sustained levels of concentration and engagement in their chosen activities. 
Children are confident and independent learners. They are well behaved and have 
good relationships with staff.

Children enjoy a wide range of toys, resources and activities that support their 
learning and development. For example, pre-school children practise mark making 
and talk enthusiastically about what they are writing. Toddlers giggle with delight 
as they play with sea creatures in the water tray. Babies are encouraged to sing 
nursery rhymes while they bang metal pots with wooden spoons in time to the 
beat.

Staff have high expectations for all children and know them well. Children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and their families are well supported. 
Well-trained and qualified staff are quick to identify children's emerging needs and 
make swift referrals for support. This helps children to actively participate in all 
aspects of the curriculum. Consequently, all children make good progress in all 
areas of learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff promote diversity and equality at this vibrant and inclusive 
nursery. Children learn about different cultures and several festivals. They sing 
various songs in different languages and read stories about people from all over 
the world. For example, during Black History Month, children, parents and staff 
sample a variety of cuisines from different countries. Consequently, children 
learn about what makes them unique and this helps them to develop respect for 
others. Overall, this helps to prepare children for life in modern Britain. 

n Children have daily opportunities to enjoy fresh air and practise their physical 
skills. They are encouraged to wash their hands after outdoor play and before 
meals. Children are provided with nutritious and well-balanced meals. However, 
staff do not consistently use opportunities to raise children's understanding of 
making healthy choices and the effect that food has on their bodies. 

n Staff support children's communication and language skills effectively. They 
introduce new words to children through conversations, stories, nursery rhymes 
and songs. Staff interact with children well as they join their play. For instance, 
staff help babies to develop eye contact through games such as peekaboo. 

n Partnership with parents is very strong. Parents are very complimentary of the 
care and education which their children receive in the warm and nurturing 
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environment. Leaders and staff run regular workshops for parents that offer 
support and guidance. Parents feel included and extremely valued at this 
nursery. 

n Children are supported very well in their behaviour and personal development. 
They are helped by staff to learn about their emotions. As a result, pre-school 
children talk about how they feel. Staff support children to understand that 
these emotions are normal. For example, children are inspired by the story of 
'The Colour Monster' to learn more about their feelings and how to express 
them.

n Staff use information from observations and assessments to plan various adult-
led activities. Their teaching is good. However, sometimes, staff's teaching does 
not fully take account of the individual learning needs and abilities of the 
children taking part in these activities. For example, an activity lasts for too long 
and children become restless and less focused. 

n Leaders are ambitious and passionate about providing high-quality care and 
education. They use training and supervision sessions to further support staff in 
developing their skills and knowledge. Staff work together to plan a stimulating 
and exciting educational programme that helps children to progress in their 
learning. As a result, children are well prepared for future learning, including 
being ready for school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff attend regular training to ensure that their safeguarding 
knowledge is up to date. As a result, they have a clear understanding of their roles 
and responsibilities in keeping children safe from harm. All staff are clear on how to 
record and report any concerns about a child or a colleague, and know who they 
should report their concerns to. They follow clear and consistent processes if a 
child has an accident or injury. Leaders use effective systems to recruit staff and to 
ensure their ongoing suitability. Staff supervise children well throughout the day. 
Leaders and staff understand the importance of maintaining accurate attendance 
records and being alert to patterns of repeated absence.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n raise children's understanding of healthy choices and the effect that food has on 
the body

n enhance the planning of activities to meet individual children's needs and 
abilities to raise teaching to the highest level. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY453579

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10233857

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 69

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person London Borough of Hackney

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531769

Telephone number 02088060680

Date of previous inspection 20 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Comberton Children's Centre Nursery registered in 2012. It is situated in Clapton, in 
the London Borough of Hackney. The nursery employs 16 members of childcare 
staff; all hold early years qualifications from level 2 and above, and the manager 
holds a qualification at level 7. The nursery opens for 48 weeks of the year, from 
7.45am to 5.45pm, Monday to Friday. It provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Yemi Afolabi
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what staff want children to learn. 

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with a member of 

staff, who is a qualified teacher. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the management team. She looked at 

relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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