
Inspection of Christ Church Pre-school
The Christchurch Spire Centre, Montpelier, Weston-Super-Mare, Avon BS23 2RH

Inspection date: 15 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children very quickly settle on arrival and join in with singing and actions. They 
build good relationships as they welcome each other and take turns speaking. Staff 
help children to remember their learning through repetition and routines. For 
example, they start the day with the same discussions, so children eagerly 
announce the date and discuss the weather. Staff inform children of the activities 
available, and give them good opportunities to suggest others. Children are keen to 
go and explore and lead their learning. For example, they enjoy using foam to 
develop early writing skills. Staff add paint, extending the activity, so older children 
explain which colours they mixed to make another. Staff know the children's 
interests and use them effectively to engage and motivate children. For example, 
older children spend time happily finding out how to operate locks and discovering 
which key opens the right padlock.
Parents no longer enter the premises since the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff have 
found that children settle much quicker and engage straight away without 
distractions. Parents confirm that they know how their children are learning thanks 
to information being shared online. They comment on the pre-school feeling like an 
extension to family and confirm how well their children are progressing. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager plans an ambitious curriculum for all children. They ensure they 
are providing an inclusive service, and due to an increase in the number of two-
year-olds, they have focused on how to sequence their learning. Staff plan the 
environment successfully, to enable children to have good experiences across all 
seven areas of the early years foundation stage. They know some children 
prefer to learn outdoors, and ensure that they have good opportunities to do so. 

n The staff implement the curriculum successfully. They have a high number of 
children learning English as an additional language, and staff are skilful at 
supporting their language skills. For example, they ask good open-ended 
questions and give children enough time to think and respond. They provide 
additional vocabulary and recast mispronounced words. All children soon 
become confident communicators. 

n The manager intends for children to become independent and manage their self-
care skills confidently. Staff provide good support, preparing children well for 
school. For example, children learn to remove their shoes and put on their boots 
and coats to go outdoors. They manage their clothes when using the toilet and 
wash their hands. Staff help children to have a go and keep trying, so they are 
pleased with their achievements. However, on occasion, staff are quick to solve 
problems for children, so they do not use trial and error to find out what works.

n Children have positive attitudes to learning. They behave well and understand 
the staff's expectations. Those that struggle with managing their emotions 
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receive consistently good support from staff. Important care practices promote 
good hygiene and children discuss what makes them strong and healthy. They 
balance, climb, and jump with control and coordination.

n Staff use the settling-in procedures to find out children's interests and family 
backgrounds. They use this information well to help children settle and engage 
them in their learning. The manager has just re-introduced parents' evening, 
and uses an online system to keep parents informed of their child's 
development. However, they rely on parents to complete children's starting 
points on this system and not all parents are aware of this. The pre-school uses 
funding effectively, for example to purchase packs to support learning at home.

n The local springboard group often recommends the pre-school to parents 
needing childcare for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 
This is because staff provide strong support, work highly effectively with outside 
agencies and the local opportunity group. The manager works directly with her 
staff, acts as a strong role model and provides important support, so children 
make the best progress they can.  

n The manager encourages her staff team to continually evaluate their practice 
and seek even better ways to work. She listens to her team and provides 
additional training for their professional development. The manager and team 
monitor children's use of the environment and make changes to their planning to 
ensure it is effective for all. The manager has identified that seeking parents' 
feedback could be developed further. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of how to identify children who 
may be at risk of harm. They all attend training and have good guidance to refer 
to. Staff know the importance of keeping accurate records and what to do if they 
have concerns about a colleague, including who to go to outside of the 
organisation. The premises are safe, secure and well maintained. Staff are 
deployed effectively and provide good supervision both indoors and outdoors. Staff 
support children well in managing age-appropriate risks. For example, they learn to 
use tools safely, such as safety knives to cut fruit, a hammer and pins to make 
pictures and scissors. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus staff development on helping children to learn to consider ways of solving 
problems for themselves through trial and error

n seek greater information from parents on children's starting points to plan even 
more effectively from the start. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY463890

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10236205

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person SHC (Weston-s-Mare) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532687

Telephone number 07720488967

Date of previous inspection 6 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Christchurch Pre-school registered as a limited company in 2013. It operates from 
Christchurch Spire Centre in Weston-Super-Mare, North Somerset. The setting is 
open during term time, from 9am until 3.30pm, Monday to Thursday and from 9am 
to 12.30pm on Friday. The setting receives funding to provide free early education 
for children aged two, three and four years. There are five members of staff, 
including the provider who is also the manager. All staff hold an appropriate early 
years qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager led the inspector on a walk around the setting to discuss their 
curriculum and the safety of the premises. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager on a child-led 
activity outdoors. They discussed the quality of teaching and the impact on 
children's learning.  

n The inspector held a leadership and management discussion with the manager 
and sampled documentation. 

n The inspector took account of parents' feedback at the inspection and spoke 
with children.    

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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