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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
The school sits at the heart of its local community. Everyone is welcome. Pupils who 
join midway through the school year settle quickly because staff waste no time in 
getting to know pupils and families. Almost every parent or carer would recommend 
the school. Pupils are proud to be part of school life. They study a broad curriculum 
and the vast majority enjoy school. 
 
Staff’s judicious use of praise makes pupils feel genuinely valued. A highlight for 
many pupils is receiving a ‘shout out’ postcard home to share notable achievements.  
 
Typically, pupils, including those in the early years, behave well, because they 
understand and follow the school rules well. Pupils know that staff are on hand to 
talk things through when something goes wrong. The resources around school, 
which pupils readily use, help them think about mutual respect and tolerance. 
 
The curriculum enriches pupils’ experiences and knowledge. For example, pupils 
learn about contemporary composers and artists such as Errollyn Wallen and 
Barbara Hepworth. The school’s residential visit programme is extensive and fosters 
teamwork well. Staff teach pupils that showing empathy and understanding diversity 
are central to becoming effective young citizens. If bullying happens, pupils are 
confident that staff sort it out.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have undertaken considerable work to improve the curriculum. It is suitably 
ambitious and includes what pupils should know and remember in every subject. 
The quality of education pupils receive is now good. 
 
Leaders and teachers use the expertise of trust staff well. Teachers embrace taking 
part in additional training to learn about educational research and approaches to 
implementing the ambitious curriculum. This ensures that staff’s subject knowledge 
is continually improving. Staff’s morale is generally high.  
 
Staff have a clear rationale when they make adaptations to the curriculum. For 
example, in mathematics, staff address pupils’ misconceptions astutely and revisit 
important learning. The whole curriculum, including in the early years, covers a 
broad range of subjects. Typically, pupils retain the knowledge set out in the 
curriculum well. However, there are occasions when teaching for a minority of pupils 
in lower key stage 2 does not build firmly on the essential knowledge that pupils 
need to know next. This slows these pupils’ learning down.  
 
Over time, leaders have pursued a strong emphasis on developing pupils’ oracy 
skills. In addition, leaders’ strategy to teach pupils technical vocabulary in a wide 
range of subjects is paying off. Across the school, many pupils develop confidence in 
speaking and debating across a range of subjects. However, at times, staff in the 
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early years do not interact with children well enough to develop their early language 
skills or model talking in sentences. 
 
Staff have a consistent approach to teaching phonics. Most pupils learn to read 
accurately. Recent changes to the whole-school reading strategy are making a 
positive difference. As a result, more pupils are gaining a solid understanding of 
what they read.  
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) have fair and equal 
access to the full curriculum. There is no curriculum narrowing. Teaching usually 
takes into account pupils’ individual targets well. As a result, pupils with SEND are 
making steady progress through the curriculum.  
 
This is not uniformly the case for pupils who speak English as an additional language 
(EAL). A minority of these pupils are not supported well enough to learn and 
understand the context and component parts of sequences of work. Leaders are 
already taking action to resolve this. For example, it is a top priority in the school’s 
improvement plan, and leaders are drawing on expert advice. However, leaders’ 
work to assure themselves of the curriculum quality for these pupils is too recent to 
have demonstrable impact.  
 
The personal, social and health education curriculum includes everything it should. It 
teaches pupils about staying safe and building healthy relationships well. Pupils 
develop confidence and resilience through the curriculum and assembly themes over 
time.  
 
Most pupils attend well. Leaders have stringent systems in place to challenge poor 
attendance. Over time, pupils’ behaviour and attitudes have improved markedly. As 
a result, suspensions are now rare.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.  
 
Leaders ensure that the safeguarding policies and procedures are in line with 
government guidance. All relevant employment checks are carried out. 
 
Staff understand and apply the school’s policies and procedures for reporting 
concerns. They do this swiftly. Written records are detailed. Leaders report concerns 
quickly and work closely with external agencies to keep pupils safe. 
 
Pupils feel safe. They demonstrate a strong understanding of the dangers of using 
social media and how to raise concerns should they need to. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders’ work to refine the curriculum so that it supports pupils’ early language 

acquisition for pupils who speak English as an additional language is at an early 
stage. A small number of these pupils do not get the precise support they need. 
Leaders need to ensure that all staff’s subject knowledge is consistently strong 
and that they adapt sequences of work so that pupils who speak EAL understand 
the context and the essential component knowledge within sequences of work so 
they progress well through the curriculum.  

 At times, staff do not use all the information they have about what pupils know, 
or do not know, to plan teaching. On occasions, lesson sequences miss out 
important steps in knowledge or staff’s interactions with children in the early 
years are not sufficiently precise. This slows learning down. Leaders must ensure 
that teaching is built firmly on what pupils need to know next and that any 
inconsistencies in curriculum quality are addressed successfully. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 140259 

Local authority South Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10241224 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 305 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Sarah Williams 

Headteacher Will Ferris 

Website www.stokelodgeschool.co.uk  

Date of previous inspection 12 May 2021, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school joined Olympus Academy Trust in September 2016. The trust is 

responsible for five primary schools, one all-through school and three secondary 
schools.  

 The school uses one registered alternative provision.  

 A much larger proportion of pupils join the school midway through the school 
year than is seen nationally.  

 The proportion of pupils with EAL has increased markedly in recent months.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 
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 Inspectors held discussions with the headteacher, senior leaders and other school 
staff and examined a range of documents, including the school’s action plans. 

 An inspector met with two trustees, the chief executive officer and central trust 
staff.  

 The inspection team carried out deep dives in these subjects: reading, 
mathematics, physical education and history. For each deep dive, inspectors 
discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke 
to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and considered samples of 
pupils’ work.  

 In addition, an inspector held meetings with subject leaders and pupils to discuss 
the following subjects: French, geography and design technology. 

 An inspector listened to pupils in Years 1, 2 and 3 read to an adult.  

 Inspectors considered how well the school protects pupils and keeps them safe. 

 Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around the school site.  

 Inspectors considered responses to the Ofsted staff and pupil surveys, alongside 
responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Ofsted Parent View, including free-text 
responses from parents. Inspectors also met with parents during the inspection. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Julie Carrington, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Spencer Allen Ofsted Inspector 

Deborah Zachary Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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