
Inspection of Brambley Cottage Day 
Nursery Ltd
157 Beverley Road, Hessle, East Riding of Yorkshire HU13 9AS

Inspection date: 14 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children do extremely well at this setting. Leaders have high expectations for all 
children and provide unique experiences to develop their knowledge. Children visit 
the local supermarket to develop their mathematical understanding. They count 
items and pay for them. They visit places in their area. For example, on Random 
Acts of Kindness Day, a local florist provided flowers and they visited the pharmacy 
to meet the staff and hand out flowers. This teaches the children to be kind to 
others and about the roles of different people in their community. 

Children settle well. Staff have an in-depth understanding of their key person roles, 
and this ensures that children feel secure. Children are reassured throughout the 
day by nurturing staff. Babies enjoy cuddles and nursery rhymes to soothe them. 

Staff pride themselves on their strong parent partnerships. Leaders use parents' 
evenings to develop these relationships. Parents are involved in their children's 
learning. Leaders invite parents who are nurses and firefighters into the setting to 
teach the children about their roles. Leaders make swift referrals for children who 
need additional support, communicate this with parents, and ensure that early 
support plans are organised, so children do not fall behind.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's interests are followed to extend their learning. Children use tubes as 
binoculars and staff use this spark to build on and strengthen knowledge. They 
provide binoculars, explain how to use them, and take children to watch birds in 
the garden. They feed the birds and incorporate language such as 'swoop' and 
'surveying the ground'. Staff help children use books to name the species of 
birds they can see. This deepens children's understanding of the world around 
them.

n Physical development is a focus of the setting. Leaders train staff to understand 
the importance of outdoor play. Here, children can challenge themselves 
physically, for example, by climbing and balancing on ladders. Inside, there are 
lower-level tables in the younger rooms to encourage children to pull themselves 
up. This helps to develop the skills needed for walking. A variety of resources for 
making marks are available in each room. For example, chunky chalks are 
available for younger children and thin paintbrushes for pre-school children.

n Staff report feeling supported, and that managers listen to their views. Leaders 
monitor staff's workloads, which are regularly evaluated and any changes put in 
place. Staff feel this is beneficial to their well-being and mental health. 

n Children are encouraged to be independent. Toddlers serve their own food, 
needing little help from adults. Babies are encouraged to begin feeding 
themselves. Children feel a sense of pride when they have achieved something 
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they have been working on, for example, when being able to put their own coats 
on. Staff celebrate children's achievements with them. This makes children feel 
valued.

n Babies are encouraged to explore sensory activities. Staff dye natural yoghurt 
for children to explore. They adapt activities so that all children can join in. For 
example, children who are unsure about messy play can still explore textures in 
bags and containers. Staff model how to press the bags to feel what is inside. 
They shake bottles containing different materials to hear the sounds they make. 
Babies repeat these actions and smile.

n Staff continually develop children's language and communication skills. They 
introduce new vocabulary, such as 'pestle and mortar', when making potions. 
Staff explain how to 'squeeze and stamp' herbs and ask what they smell like. 
Staff use questions that invite a variety of different answers. For example, when 
pretending to be in a hospital, they ask, 'What do you think?' when answering 
children's questions. This encourages children to have their own ideas and to 
express these, to continue their learning. 

n Parents are happy with the care provided at this setting. They can share ideas 
about their child's learning and home experiences through an app. For example, 
parents are given an opportunity to communicate that they are expecting 
another baby. Staff use this information and introduce new resources into the 
room, such as dolls, modelling how to care for them. Parents feel that this 
supports children in welcoming a new sibling. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an in-depth knowledge of how to keep children safe. They are aware of 
signs and symptoms of different forms of abuse and understand how to record 
disclosures accurately and in a timely manner. They know who to contact if they 
have a concern about a colleague, following the setting's whistle-blowing policy. 
Staff understand and know the signs of safeguarding issues such as county lines, 
female genital mutilation and radicalisation. Leaders ensure that staff's 
safeguarding knowledge is up to date during supervision sessions and staff 
meetings. They support staff in a detailed induction process and complete vetting 
procedures to check their suitability to work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 314584

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire

Inspection number 10229418

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 65

Number of children on roll 130

Name of registered person Brambley Cottage Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907086

Telephone number 01482 640790

Date of previous inspection 28 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Brambley Cottage Day Nursery Ltd registered in 1998 and is situated in Hessle, in 
the East Riding of Yorkshire. The nursery employs 21 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, 18 hold appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2, 3, 5 and 6. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, apart from one week over 
Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Abby Clarkson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation and evaluated 
this.

n The inspector spoke with the manager and director about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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