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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Bilston Nursery School 
Wolverhampton Street, Bilston, West Midlands WV14 0LT 

 
  
Inspection dates: 8 and 9 November 2022 
 

Outcome 
 
Bilston Nursery School continues to be an outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Each morning, staff welcome children and their families with a warm smile and inviting 
activities. The ‘no tears transition’ works exceptionally well. Families say a calm and 
confident goodbye to their child knowing they are ready for the learning and fun in the 
day ahead.  
 
Staff plan high-quality learning experiences. All children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), learn to know and manage themselves well 
and make sense of the world around them. Children are fully prepared for primary school.  
 
Staff are completely in tune with children’s feelings, needs and next steps for learning. 
Staff model and expect the highest standards of kindness and behaviour. Children do the 
same. Incidents of unkind behaviour are rare and handled thoughtfully and quickly by 
staff. 
 
Parents and carers sing the praises of all nursery staff and leaders. ‘All staff are a great 
confidence boost for my child and offer great support to parents’, was typical of many 
comments made by parents. Parents of children with SEND were keen to make sure the 
inspector understood the positive difference the setting makes to them and their children. 
A common theme was ‘I wanted to come and tell how brilliant this nursery is.’  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Governors and school leaders are unwavering in setting the highest standards and 
expectations of themselves, staff and children. Leaders have carefully supported staffing 
changes. Staff feel valued and well looked after. Newer staff members appreciate the 
buddy system that is in place for them. Staff say, ‘We are all one team. We all work 
together. We have collectively created and shaped the curriculum.’    
 
Following the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders have prioritised children’s personal 
development and, communication and language. They have skilfully reshaped the daily 
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routines. This is working well. In a short space of time, children have moved from flitting 
from activity to activity on their own, to playing, learning and sharing together. For 
example, being able to ‘make music in a band’ and snuggle up together for story after 
story, with friends and adults. The nurture room provides an invaluable space for pupils 
who need a little extra help to achieve success.  
 
Adults understand what to teach children and in what order. Daily team briefings ensure 
staff plan and put in place purposeful activities that develop and consolidate learning. For 
example, children counted blocks, named colours and learned about shadows, reflections 
and light sources as they played with a light box and blocks. They then revisited colour, 
reflection and light and dark through experimenting with paint on different shiny surfaces.   
 
In addition to this, leaders have set out specific examples of what being independent 
looks like throughout the Nursery. Children are successfully learning how to do things for 
themselves. They take pride in filling their own cup with water, squirting out the right 
amount of paint onto a spoon or putting their aprons away. 
 
Children appreciate stories, both orally and in books. Skilled staff bring stories to life 
across each room. The ‘enlivening stories’ sessions transport children to an imaginary 
world. Children use their previous learning to create stories. Their ‘Runaway Pumpkin’ 
story is like no other found, as a pumpkin spins past a supermarket, rolls through a park, 
a farm with pigs, cows and horses and zips through a zoo full of roaring tigers.  
 
The buzz of learning is evident in every part of the nursery. This highly inclusive setting 
makes sure that all children make progress no matter how small the steps. Parents of 
pupils with SEND are, rightly, incredibly positive about the school. Staff place the child 
front and centre of every discussion and decision. This attention to detail ensures that all 
children, including children with SEND, achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 
Leaders have devised a curriculum that helps children learn about their local community 
and the wider world beyond. They want children to be ready to take their place in the 
world. Carefully planned visits and extra experiences bring learning to life. These include 
visits to a zoo, an art gallery and a trip on a barge. Staff use stories, music and food to 
help children learn about people who are different to themselves.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders and staff build powerful partnerships with parents. This ensures that help and 
support is wrapped around the family as well as the child.  
 
Leaders check to make sure staff are safe to work with children. Training gives staff the 
knowledge and confidence to respond to concerns. They do so promptly. Leaders work 
with a range of external agencies, including health visitors. 
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The curriculum is carefully planned, so that children learn to be safe and to take risks. For 
example, children learn to use scissors correctly, use large resources to make dens and be 
safe near water. 

 
Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be outstanding, we will then normally go into the 
school about once every four years to confirm that the school remains outstanding. This is 
called an ungraded inspection and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 
2005. We do not give graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find 
evidence that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next 
inspection will be a graded inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem 
the ungraded inspection a graded inspection immediately. 
 
This is the second ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be outstanding in 
January 2018. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 132018 

Local authority Wolverhampton 

Inspection number 10257048 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 140 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Kathleen Rogers 

Headteacher Emma Smith (Executive Headteacher) 

Website www.bilstonnurseryschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2018, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 
 The school works in a federation with two other early years settings. The executive 

headteacher oversees the three settings. A new head of school was appointed in 
September 2021. 

 The school caters for two-year-olds in its ‘Little Learners’ provision. 

 The Nursery offers a mix of part-time places of 15 hours per week and 30 hours for 
working parents. Fifteen-hour places are taken as either a morning (8.30 to 11.30am 
for five days) or afternoon (12.30 to 3.30pm for five days). 

 There is a resourced provision for children with SEND. These children have a range of 
complex needs. The provision caters for 11 children between the ages of three and 
five. 

 The school does not use any alternative provision. 
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Information about this inspection 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and has taken 
that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 The inspector held meetings with the executive headteacher, head of school who is also 
the special educational needs coordinator, and the nursery teacher. 

 The inspector carried out deep dives in communication and language, personal, social 
and emotional development and understanding the world. The inspector visited adult-
directed sessions and observed continuous provision, scrutinised curriculum planning 
and talked with staff about the way these areas are planned and taught. 

 The inspector met with three governors and two representatives from the local 
authority.  

 The inspector reviewed responses to Ofsted’s online parent and carer and staff surveys. 

 The inspector met with leaders about the school’s safeguarding procedures. She 
reviewed policies and records relating to safeguarding, behaviour and attendance. The 
inspector spoke to staff about pupils’ safety. 

 The inspector reviewed a range of documentation, including the school’s improvement 
plans, minutes of governing body meetings, a range of policies and information on the 
school’s website. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Kirsty Foulkes, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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