
Inspection of Willand Pre-School
Willand Pre School, Gables Road, Willand, CULLOMPTON, Devon EX15 2QL

Inspection date: 9 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have strong, nurturing relationships with their key persons and they are 
happy and confident. Children demonstrate high levels of engagement and 
enjoyment from the variety of activities on offer. Activities are enticing and 
specifically target the development of speech and language. For example, staff 
expose children to new vocabulary, sing songs and read stories. The love of 
reading is promoted, and children confidently engage with adults who read to 
them. 

Staff know children well and plan the curriculum based on their next steps in 
learning alongside their specific interests. Staff identify if a child may need 
additional support from the outset. They work very well with families and external 
agencies to ensure that children progress in their learning. Children who need 
further support receive personalised learning to help them reach their potential. 
Children make good progress in their learning and development.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children are well behaved and 
staff consistently praise them. They are independent. For example, staff teach 
children to put their coat on and cut their fruit for snack. Staff prepare older 
children for starting school, such as learning to recognise their name and numbers. 
Younger children develop their fine motor skills through the use of carefully 
planned activities. This prepares them for writing when they are older.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The setting provides additional experiences via the local community. For 
example, emergency services are invited in to talk to the children. Staff take 
children on trips to the post office and the local convenience store. This develops 
the children's knowledge and understanding of the world. 

n Parents are positive about the setting and the partnerships established with 
them. They describe their children as being happy to attend and that they 'love' 
their key person. Parents of children with additional needs are supported well 
and comment positively about the advice which the setting offers. 
Communication with parents is good. Parents are regularly informed of their 
child's learning via conversations, a newsletter and an online platform. 

n Staff support children and families to adopt a healthy lifestyle. For example, 
activities focus on the importance of good oral health. Information is also shared 
with parents to support learning at home. Staff plan specific activities to 
encourage healthy eating. However, opportunities are missed to extend 
children's learning about the importance of healthy eating and the reasons why. 

n Opportunities to practise counting and learn mathematical concepts are present 
in the curriculum. Staff sing songs, model counting and number formation and 
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talk about objects being 'heavy' or 'full'. Children enjoy counting in everyday 
activities. Older children practise subtraction through the use of nursery rhymes. 

n The manager is reflective in her practice. She uses termly supervisions to 
identify and support staff in their continued professional development. Staff 
report that they feel well supported at the setting. 

n The promotion of communication and language is specifically planned for. Staff 
engage in meaningful conversations with the children. They ask them questions 
to extend their learning and generally model language well. However, some staff 
refer to themselves and others in the third person and incorrectly name objects 
and animals. This does not enable children to hear and develop their own 
language skills as well as possible. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of child protection issues and are clear about their 
role and responsibilities to safeguard children. The manager and staff keep their 
safeguarding knowledge up to date. They know the signs that indicate a child may 
be at risk of harm and how to report concerns. There are thorough recruitment and 
vetting procedures in place to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with 
children. Staff teach children about how to be safe in the setting and carry out 
regular risk assessments to keep the children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop opportunities to model language to help children to develop their 
vocabulary and speaking skills even further

n extend opportunities for children to develop their understanding of the 
importance of healthy eating. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY447017

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10235783

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Willand Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908083

Telephone number 0188433711

Date of previous inspection 18 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Willand Pre-School re-registered in 2011. It operates from Willand, Devon. The pre-
school is open each weekday. It operates from 8am to 6pm, including out-of-school 
care, for 50 weeks of the year, closing for two weeks at Christmas. The pre-school 
receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. The pre-school employs 22 members of staff. Staff hold qualifications 
ranging from level 2 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leanne Galloway
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.  

n The manager gave the inspector a tour of the premises. She talked about 
children's learning and progress, and how she delivers the curriculum. 

n The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views about the setting. 
n A range of documentation was reviewed, including qualification certificates.
n The inspector spoke to the manager and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n The inspector and the manager observed children during activities and 

completed a follow-up discussion about children's learning and development. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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