
Inspection of Barton Day Nurseries 
Limited
Kiddiwinks Nursery, 2 Lower Lane, Liverpool, Lancashire L9 7AD

Inspection date: 8 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The dedicated leadership team have worked hard with the staff to address 
weaknesses raised at the previous inspection. As a result, the provision is much 
improved. Children arrive at the safe and stimulating setting full of smiles. They 
gleefully greet staff at the door and confidently wave goodbye to their parents. 
Children understand what it expected of them. For example, they take off their 
own coats and hats and hang these up on their own coat peg. Children excitedly 
enter their dedicated rooms, immediately find their friends and settle to play. 
Babies love to snuggle into their key person and enjoy one-to-one time with the 
staff. Toddlers and pre-school children demonstrate high levels of self-confidence 
and self-esteem. For example, they introduce themselves to visitors and are 
interested and inquisitive about why they are at the setting.

Staff implement a well-balanced and flexible curriculum. They place a sharp focus 
on helping children to develop key skills, such as their communication and 
language, physical and social skills. As a result, all children, including those who 
have special educational needs and/or disabilities, develop particularly well in these 
areas.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff help children to develop a love of books. Babies enjoy sitting with staff and 
when asked, they correctly point out what they can see on the pages. Older 
children chose their favourite stories to look at independently. Staff read 
enthusiastically and leave pauses in the stories as they read. Children delight as 
they recall their favourite parts and demonstrate understanding, as they fill in 
the missing parts of the story.

n Children are confident communicators. Babies babble with delight as they play in 
the water tray. Staff use single words, such as 'splash' and 'pat' to build on their 
vocabulary and understanding. Toddlers use simple phrases, such as 'more 
please', as they request another drink or more food. Pre-school children speak 
with increased confidence. For example, they introduce themselves to the 
inspector and relish telling her their names, ages and what they enjoy doing 
while at the setting.

n In the main, children's independence is supported. Babies and toddlers are 
encouraged to feed themselves and help with tasks, such as dressing 
themselves. Toddlers wipe their own noses when prompted by staff. Pre-school 
children help themselves to water from the water dispenser and are keen to 
have a go at zipping up their own coats. However, the way in which some 
routine times of the day are organised does not allow children further 
opportunities to build on their existing skills even further.

n Children love the outdoors, and in particular the weekly 'Physical Education' 
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session. Children gain an appreciation of nature and living things. For example, 
when children find a ladybird in the garden, they demonstrate maturity as they 
carefully handle the insect. Children remind each other to be quiet, so not to 
scare it away. Following this, they observe and talk about its unique features 
with staff before gently placing it in the 'bug hotel'.

n Children behave well and demonstrate care and respect for one another. For 
example, toddlers hand cups of water to their friends. Pre-school children 
diligently follow the settings safety procedures. For example, they line up, and 
with support from the staff complete a headcount of who is present. Children 
have good manners and say 'please' and 'thank you' without prompts from the 
staff.

n Children develop well in mathematics. This is because staff weave mathematical 
concepts into play and routines. For example, when children find a spider 
outside, staff encourage them to count the number of legs it has. In addition, 
children count out how many cups they need as they help set the table and 
estimate how many scoops of water it will take to fill a container.

n The dedicated manager, along with good support from the provider, have made 
positive changes to the setting. These include training staff and providing them 
with some relevant support and coaching. Overall, these have had a positive 
impact on the quality of education provided for all children who attend. Staff will 
now benefit from further targeted supervision and monitoring to help raise all 
staffs' practice to the highest levels across the setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have attended risk assessment training and implement the setting's risk 
assessment procedures robustly. For example, baby and toddler staff check that 
items used for play are suitable and safe. Older children demonstrate they 
understand how to stay safe. For instance, as they prepare to go outdoors, children 
know to find a partner, make a line, and walk sensibly to the door. Staff 
understand their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children. Most staff hold a 
valid paediatric first aid qualification. These further ensure children's safety and 
well-being.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen current arrangements for staff supervision and coaching to further 
support staff to develop their quality of education practice to the highest levels

n review how some routine times of the day are carried out so that children have 
even more opportunities to build on their existing independence and self-help 
skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY556068

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10247977

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 78

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person Barton Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP556067

Telephone number 0151 523 8000

Date of previous inspection 24 June 2022

Information about this early years setting

Barton Day Nurseries Limited registered in 2018. The nursery employs 14 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
or above. Four members of staff are unqualified.  The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday, from 7am until 6pm, all year round. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Birch
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they like doing while at the setting.
n The manager took part in a joint observation of an activity with the inspector.
n The inspector took into account the views of parents by means of written 

feedback provided for the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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