
Inspection of Hamble Village 
Playschool
The Memorial Hall, High Street, Hamble, Southampton, Hampshire SO31 4JE

Inspection date: 7 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children behave well and are happy and safe in the setting. They are extremely 
motivated and active learners. During the inspection, they proudly showed staff the 
animal masks they made using scissors, glue and glitter. Children often return to 
their favourite activities, such as the modelling dough, and practise what they have 
learned, such as cutting out shapes and counting them. They mix petals from fresh 
flowers donated by a local supermarket with water and use their imagination to 
pretend it is perfume.

There are high expectations for every child. All children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an 
additional language, are supported to feel settled and secure. Staff have taken 
action to reduce the noise level in the indoor play areas, which enables children to 
focus and learn. They encourage children to refocus when the noise level increases 
and regularly remind them to use 'indoor voices' and their 'listening ears'.

Children are supported well to understand the world. During outings, they enjoy 
collecting sticks that they use to build dens. They hunt for bugs using magnifying 
glasses and explore pumpkins hidden in leaves. Children make kites and discover 
what happens when they fly them in the wind.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has worked closely with staff and the committee to implement the 
actions and recommendations made at the last inspection. She has ensured that 
all statutory requirements are now met and has improved the oversight of the 
setting and the quality of children's learning and development.

n Staff follow the manager's positive example of good practice. They are very 
attentive to children's individual care needs and respond in a positive way to 
what children say and do, to build on their development. Staff make sure that 
children's favourite activities are always available and encourage them to make 
choices and enjoy learning. They adapt the curriculum according to their 
observations of children's interest. 

n Staff support children to develop the skills they need for future learning. They 
respond to children's interest in books and their requests to read stories, and 
they take them on outings to the local library. Staff successfully develop 
children's social skills and friendships and make sure that all children are 
included. 

n Staff provide a language-rich environment that includes regular singing 
activities. They build children's confidence to talk and share what they know and 
understand. Staff's positive engagement supports children to develop and use a 
wide range of vocabulary. 

Inspection report: Hamble Village Playschool
7 November 2022 2



n Children develop physical skills during outings to a park and woodland area, 
where they enjoy learning to use climbing equipment and climb trees. In the 
setting, staff sometimes organise parachute games and yoga activities to 
support children's physical development. However, on a day-to-day basis, the 
opportunities for children to engage in challenging physical activity are limited.

n Staff have improved how they support children's independence. They encourage 
them to help cut fresh fruit to eat at snack time and to wash up their bowls and 
cups when they have finished. Staff also help children learn to put on their coats 
and to attend to their personal care needs.

n The special educational needs coordinator has a very good understanding of her 
role and responsibilities. She works closely with children, parents, staff and other 
agencies to identify and reduce gaps in children's development. The manager 
makes good use of additional funding to meet children's individual needs.

n The manager and staff support children and their families very well. They work 
in partnership with parents and are fully invested in promoting the all-round 
well-being of children and their families. They go to great lengths to provide 
advice and practical assistance.

n Staff help children learn to take turns and share the resources. Children behave 
well and learn good manners. They wait patiently for their turn to wash their 
hands before eating. During the inspection, children were heard saying to staff, 
'Excuse me, please can you help me undo my zip?' 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection, managers have improved recruitment procedures. They 
have implemented robust arrangements to check the suitability of staff when they 
first join and throughout their time at the setting. The manager and staff have a 
good understanding of child protection and their responsibility to safeguard 
children's welfare. They know what to do if they are concerned about a child's 
safety. Staff are vigilant about supervising children well at all times. During the 
inspection, parents stated that they feel relaxed about leaving their children at the 
setting because they know the staff will keep them safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to further improve planning so that children are consistently 
challenged and make the best possible progress in their physical development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511086

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10243994

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 5

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Hamble Village Playschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522810

Telephone number 07903 388568

Date of previous inspection 10 May 2022

Information about this early years setting

Hamble Village Playschool registered in 1999. It is located in Hamble, Hampshire. It 
is open each weekday during school term time, from 9am to 3pm. The setting is in 
receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged three, 
four and five years. There are six staff employed, all of whom hold relevant 
childcare qualifications from level 3 to level 6. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cathy Greenwood

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to identify 
the intent of the curriculum.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation together.
n The inspector talked with children, parents and staff at appropriate times during 

the inspection.
n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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