
Inspection of Risedale Pre School
Methodist Church Hall, Risedale Road, Barnehurst, Bexley Heath DA7 6LJ

Inspection date: 3 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff welcome children as they enter the pre-school. Older children settle quickly 
and greet their friends as they arrive. Younger children who may be unsettled are 
beginning to form good relationships with their key person, who offers lots of 
comfort from the start. Children enthusiastically explore the environment and easily 
select the toys they want to play with. The curriculum provided offers challenge 
and stimulates the interests of children. Children are keen to get involved in the 
activities on offer and show positive attitudes to learning.

All children behave well. They learn to take turns and share the resources. Children 
learn to identify and manage their feelings with sensitive support from staff. 
Children have good opportunities to develop their physical skills. For example, they 
eagerly join in activities to develop their large muscles as they march and stretch. 
Older children are confident and are motivated to learn. For example, they develop 
their critical thinking and problem-solving as they build and balance blocks to make 
a house to climb inside. Younger children seek staff for comfort during the day, 
knowing they will receive a cuddle for reassurance.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff understand the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on children's development. They have designed a well-sequenced curriculum 
with a particular focus on children's communication and language and personal, 
social and emotional development. Staff know children well and what they are 
working towards. All children make good progress from their starting points.

n Staff provide effective support to help children to interact and develop their 
communication and language. For example, children enjoy activities to support 
their listening skills and eagerly follow instructions. Children confidently find 
objects around the hall linking to a particular colour or letter sound they have 
heard. Staff introduce descriptive words and clear language during activities. 
They use consistent teaching methods to support children who need extra 
support to engage with learning.

n Staff have created an environment where children can explore a variety of 
exciting objects and treasures. Children are becoming curious and inquisitive 
learners. Staff know what they want children to learn, and support children's 
development well through spontaneous learning opportunities. Occasionally, 
however, some staff do not respond quickly enough to secure new learning 
when children show an interest in something new. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) has a good knowledge of 
children and gives good support to staff to provide targeted plans for children. 
Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to ensure that children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well supported.
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n Children's independence is well encouraged. For example, they find their name 
for registration each morning, pour their own drinks and make choices about 
what they may like to eat at snack time. Children are confident to approach staff 
for help if needed. Staff offer praise for their accomplishments, which raises 
children's self-esteem.

n Staff introduce mathematical language into children's play and learning. Children 
enjoy building enclosures with toy construction bricks and to balance scales 
when weighing. Staff ask them to find 'one more monkey', then 'two more' as 
they try to balance the scales. They discuss how long and wide the enclosures 
are, testing if they can fit. As a result, children become confident to use 
mathematical language in their play.

n Partnerships with parents and other professionals caring for children are strong. 
Parents speak highly of the pre-school and comment that staff are nurturing and 
have worked at the pre-school for a long time. Therefore, children settle well 
and build strong bonds with them. Good communication ensures that parents 
know what their children can do and what they will be learning next.

n Staff attend supervision sessions with the manager. The manager places a 
strong emphasis on targeted training and recognises that this has a big impact 
on children's learning and development. For example, recent training has  
improved staff's knowledge of how to recognise different behaviours in children 
and offer strategies to support them when overwhelmed. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate good knowledge of the signs and symptoms 
which could indicate that a child is at risk of harm. They know how to make a 
referral if they have concerns about the welfare of a child. Staff have a clear 
understanding of the procedure to follow if they have concerns about the conduct 
of a colleague. The manager completes regular checks to ensure the ongoing 
suitability of staff working with children. The pre-school is routinely checked to 
ensure the safety of children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to support staff to recognise how they can expand on children's 
developing interests during child-led activities to secure new learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY358379

Local authority Bexley

Inspection number 10235118

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 39

Name of registered person Hall, Alison Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514510

Telephone number 07939536883

Date of previous inspection 30 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Risedale Pre School registered in 2007. The pre-school operates from Barnehurst, 
Bexleyheath, Kent. Opening hours are weekdays from 9am to 3.40pm, term time 
only, with sessions available. The pre-school employs eight members of staff, all of 
whom hold childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 4, including the provider. 
The provider receives funding to provide free early education for children aged 
two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about the pre-
school's curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a language activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents and childminders during the inspection 

and took account of their views. 
n The manager showed the inspector key documentation on request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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