
Inspection of Ash Green Children's 
Centre Daycare
Ash Green Primary School, Mixenden Road, Halifax HX2 8QD

Inspection date: 1 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this stimulating learning environment and clearly enjoy their time 
in the setting. They happily enter the setting and quickly become engrossed in a 
range of activities. Arrangements for settling-in new starters are highly effective, 
and children settle quickly in response.

Children make rapid progress from their original starting points on entry, and 
teaching is of high quality. Children benefit from individualised support from staff, 
who truly understand their needs and capabilities. Many of the children require 
additional support with speech and language. Skilful interactions and targeted 
support help any gaps in learning to narrow quickly. Staff have high expectations of 
what the children can achieve and are extremely proactive in getting any 
professional support in place quickly. In the short time that children attend, staff 
make sure they get the best possible start in order to reach their full potential.

When children returned to the setting, following the COVID-19 pandemic, staff 
prioritised learning outdoors where all children could challenge themselves 
physically. Regular trips to the local woodland allow children opportunities to 
balance and gain increasing control of their bodies, as they walk on the uneven 
ground. They balance on logs, improve their muscle strength as they climb, jump, 
stretch and get physically active.

Partnerships with parents and schools that children transition to are highly 
effective. Regular two-way communication provides valuable information, which is 
used to good effect to inform the curriculum and widen children's experiences. The 
curriculum is well-considered, it is ambitious, and staff work hard to ensure 
children acquire the skills they need for their transition to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Teaching is consistently of a very high quality. Staff make accurate and precise 
assessments of children's learning and use this information to continuously build 
on children's prior knowledge and skills. Staff recognise the importance of 
allowing children plenty of opportunities to practise and hone their skills and 
apply their learning in different ways. This helps to ensure that knowledge is 
truly embedded.

n Staff are well qualified and keep their knowledge and skills updated attending 
various training and conferences. They understand how children learn and their 
role in supporting them to acquire the skills needed for their transitions to 
school. The staff work extremely well together as a team and are committed to 
achieving the best outcomes for children. They continuously reflect on their 
practice and what it is like for a child in the setting. They welcome and value all 
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feedback from parents and professionals and are quick to take action to make 
any improvements.

n Children with special educational needs are extremely well supported. Staff are 
proactive in making sure children and families get the help and support they 
need. They act swiftly to get professionals on board and invest heavily in staff 
training and get one-to-one support for children where it is needed. 

n Staff give the highest priority to developing children's communication and 
language and have attended plenty of training on this. Staff ensure they teach 
children the language of feelings, which enables them to talk about their 
different emotions, how they feel and why. Staff recognise the importance of 
exposing children to a language rich environment, and they regularly talk to 
children during daily routines. All of the staff are very skilled in talking and 
listening to children. When asking questions, staff always allow children time to 
process information and respond in their own time. Staff make effective use of 
picture cards to aid communication and provide these for families to use at 
home as a part of a consistent approach. 

n Children can be regularly seen enjoying books and engaging in group story 
times. They listen intently to stories and show excellent recall as they join in 
with repeated phrases and retell the story. They enjoy re-enacting their 
favourite stories and use language to describe their actions, as they go 'up', 
'over, 'under, and 'through' the apparatus. Regular visits to the local library 
further support children's love of books, and parents are also welcomed and 
encouraged to join them on visits.

n Children are inquisitive learners and enjoy finding out what happens as a result 
of their actions. For example, they enjoy exploring what will happen when they 
add paint to a puddle outside. They select sticks and mix in the paint, watching 
and waiting with excitement as the puddle turns blue. They enjoy splashing and 
mixing it together with their boots before comparing the puddles with paint to 
those without. They look at the similarities and differences and observe that 
they can no longer see the bottom in the one where they added the paint.

n Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders and managers worked hard to 
continue to support children and families during times when the setting was 
closed. They kept in touch in various different ways, and this included regular 
telephone calls, doorstep and garden visits. They sent learning packs and even 
posted videos to keep encouraging children to do their best, brushing of their 
teeth like they would do if they were still attending the setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Robust arrangements are in place to ensure the safe recruitment of any new staff. 
Staff have a secure understanding their safeguarding responsibilities and are skilled 
in working with professionals to get children and families the help and support they 
need. A good balance is struck between providing a safe environment for children 
and enabling them to take risks and test out their physical skills. Children develop 
an awareness of road safety on trips away from the setting. Staff talk to them 
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about the things they need to consider when deciding whether it is safe to cross 
the road. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY484341

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10257967

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 3

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person North Halifax Partnership Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903426

Telephone number 07872100562

Date of previous inspection 19 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Ash Green Children's Centre Daycare was registered in 2014. The nursery 
employs seven members of childcare staff. The majority of these hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 11.45am and 12.30pm until 
3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Annette Stanger
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The deputy manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. This 
included a particular focus on communication and language. 

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and deputy managers about 

the leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, both indoors 

and outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's 
learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the deputy 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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