
Inspection of Orchard Private Day 
Nursery
Orchard Day Nursery, 29 Orchard Street, NEWCASTLE, Staffordshire ST5 0BH

Inspection date: 3 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive with enthusiasm. They enjoy a warm, friendly greeting from staff 
and show that they feel happy and safe. Children demonstrate a strong sense of 
belonging as they hang up their coats and bags, and settle in quickly. They choose 
independently from the selection of age-appropriate resources that are planned 
well to meet their interests. For example, younger children play in the sand 
together and bang pots and pans with wooden spoons. Older children thread beads 
with laces and proudly show their delight at their success.

Staff work well as a team and act as good role models for the children. They have 
high expectations and skilfully support children to follow the rules. Children 
confidently follow well-rehearsed daily routines. For example, older children readily 
help to tidy up. They are happy, self-assured and interact freely and 
enthusiastically with each other and staff. Children demonstrate a good level of 
independence with staff support. For example, staff teach children to use a 'pinch 
and pull' technique when wiping their own nose. Children's behaviour is 
consistently very good because they know what is expected of them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children work up a healthy appetite as they play actively outdoors in the fresh 
air. They enjoy their healthy lunch, have good table manners and use their 
cutlery well.

n Staff encourage children to take an active part in their own self-care and 
become independent. For example, when children want to take their coat off 
when it is cold outside, staff encourage children to reassess the situation after a 
few minutes and decide if they need to put their coat back on and perhaps leave 
it unzipped. This helps children to self-regulate and be aware of their own 
needs.

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities well. 
They are knowledgeable about children's individual needs. Staff have effective 
strategies in place to identify gaps or potential delays in children's development. 
The special educational needs coordinator takes swift action to provide 
intervention at the earliest opportunity.

n Robust recruitment procedures are in place to ensure staff are suitable to work 
with children. The good induction process helps staff to understand their roles 
and responsibilities. Managers work alongside their staff, supporting practice. 
They have supervisions in place to improve professional development. However, 
managers do not always offer staff training with a focus on raising staff's 
knowledge and teaching skills even further.

n Staff have close relationships with children and meet their care needs effectively. 
For example, staff who work with babies know their routines for sleeping. They 
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soothe babies who have just woken up and provide cuddles for reassurance. 
Older children know they can go to staff to ask for help and show confidence in 
their own ability.

n Overall, children's language and communication skills are promoted well across 
the setting. They participate in lots of singing, and staff talk and sing to children 
during daily care routines, such as at nappy changing times. This helps to 
promote children's speech development. However, the noise within the rooms 
can be high at times. This can have a negative impact on children's ability to 
hear words clearly, to support their speech and language development.

n Children are keen to learn and show enjoyment in activities. They make good 
progress in their learning. Children experience good interactions and a range of 
learning opportunities. However, at times, staff do not challenge and extend 
children's learning and thinking skills enough, and learning intentions are not 
always met. For example, during a painting fireworks activity, staff want children 
to learn about fireworks and the tradition surrounding them; however, this is 
missed during the activity and, therefore, children do not learn what is intended.

n Partnership with parents is good and parents speak very highly of the nursery 
and feel included in their child's learning. They appreciate the friendliness of the 
staff team and how they are supported. Parents provide information about what 
their child knows and can do. Staff and parents continue to share information 
regularly.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding lead has a secure understanding of her role. The 
manager ensures all staff complete training to keep their knowledge updated. Staff 
understand the nursery policy for recording and reporting child protection concerns 
and the whistle-blowing procedures. The premises are suitable and risk 
assessments are completed. Staff complete daily checks effectively to ensure 
children are cared for in a safe environment. Ratios are maintained and staff teach 
children about safety, for example how to walk downstairs safely using the 
handrail.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to understand the impact of high noise levels on some children's 
learning

n develop staff training to improve teaching skills so that children have enhanced 
learning opportunities and make even better progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY219783

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10234635

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Belfield, Linda Jean

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513252

Telephone number 01782 611574

Date of previous inspection 4 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Orchard Private Day Nursery registered in 2002 and is run by a private provider. 
The nursery employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one with an 
early years foundation degree. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, 
except for bank holidays and one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chrissy Cremin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The senior manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the curriculum.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector had discussions with staff and parents and took their views into 

account.
n The inspector held discussions with leaders and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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