
Inspection of Stone with Woodford 
Playgroup (Village Hall)
The Village Hall, Stone, Nr Berkeley, Gloucestershire GL13 9LE

Inspection date: 1 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and are eager to get into playgroup. They separate from 
their parents easily and demonstrate confidence as they rush in to start playing. 
Children settle in quickly and have a wide range of resources available to them; 
this allows children to make their own choices about what they want to play with. 

Children develop secure relationships with the staff who care for them, and this 
helps children to feel safe. Children cuddle into staff when they need to rest and 
eagerly sit on their laps to listen to stories. All children behave well; they are kind 
and considerate of their peers and they talk fondly of each other. Children know 
the rules that are in place, and they help their friends by reminding them of the 
rules. For instance, as children eagerly choose their snack, they remind each other 
to not take too much as they need to share. 

Children form nice friendships within the playgroup. They play cooperatively 
together and involve their friends in their games. Children rush in excitedly from 
their nature hunt, to tell their friends about the snail they have found in the 
garden. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work well together as a team. They provide a curriculum based on how 
children learn and what they need to learn next, using children's interests. Staff 
have good methods in place to monitor children's progress and they use this 
information well to target their teaching. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents are very happy with the care and 
support that their children receive. Parents say that the friendly and welcoming 
staff take time to get to know the children and help them to develop confidence. 
Parents report that staff keep them well informed about their children's 
progress. Parents say that their children thoroughly enjoy their time at 
playgroup. 

n Staff use good methods to work in partnership with other professionals. They 
recognise the benefit of sharing information and working closely with the other 
settings that children attend, to create a shared approach to children's care and 
learning. 

n Overall, staff support children's concentration and focus well. However, during 
large group times, staff do not always consider how to minimise distractions to 
children and, as a result, children fidget and lose focus. This has an impact on 
children's ability to listen and concentrate on what staff want them to learn. 

n Key-person systems are effective. Staff know the children and their families well. 
They gather information to help them to get to know children and their 
backgrounds, and to follow their interests. However, staff do not consistently 
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use the information that they have to encourage children to develop and use 
their home language, to extend their speaking skills further and celebrate their 
diverse backgrounds. 

n Staff recognise that children need opportunities to have exercise and physical 
play. Children eagerly join in with music and movement sessions. They practise 
their jumping and hopping, and use their 'fast feet' to get their hearts beating 
faster. Staff help children to learn about the importance of exercise and the 
impact it has on their bodies. 

n Staff support children's mathematical awareness well. They use mathematical 
language as children play, encouraging children to explore mathematical 
concepts. Staff involve children in counting the number of plates, cups and 
chairs that they need for mealtimes and staff question children to encourage 
them to work out if they need more or less. 

n Staff provide children with a good range of interesting activities to encourage 
children to be involved. Children use a mirror and various resources to create 
their own pictures of themselves and their families. They confidently talk about 
their appearance and what their family members look like. Children develop a 
range of skills during this activity; they practise using scissors to cut out 
different-shaped eyes and mouths, and they work on their pen control as they 
draw and colour in. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff recognise their responsibilities to keep children safe. They take part in regular 
safeguarding training and implement their safeguarding procedures. Staff have 
good procedures in place to monitor children's welfare. They are confident in 
identifying any safeguarding concerns, and they know what to do if they have 
concerns about a child's welfare. Staff carry out risk assessments of the setting and 
equipment. They make sure that they supervise children closely to keep them safe 
as they play. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of group times so that children are able to remain 
engaged and focused 

n provide more opportunities for children to develop and use their home language 
in play and learning, to support their language and communication development 
and to celebrate their individuality.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 101705

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10234033

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 18

Name of registered person
Stone with Woodford Playgroup and Toddlers 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519872

Telephone number 07544 733 799

Date of previous inspection 9 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Stone with Woodford Playgroup (Village Hall) registered in 1997 and is based in the 
village hall in Stone, Gloucestershire. The playgroup employs three members of 
staff. They all hold qualifications at level 3. The playgroup operates during school 
term times only. Sessions are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9am 
to 2.30pm. The playgroup receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Nicolson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector viewed all areas used by the children and discussed with the 
provider and manager how these areas are used.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n The inspector talked to parents, staff and children at appropriate times during 

the inspection and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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