
Inspection of TJ Kids Home From 
Home in the Community
13th Scouts Group Building, Marmora Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire CB1 3PY

Inspection date: 1 November 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this after-school and holiday club. They 
arrive safely with staff, who escort them to the club on the short walk from their 
school. During these walks, children learn road safety and wear brightly coloured 
vests to ensure that they are clearly visible to cars. On arrival, children quickly 
engage in their play. They choose from the wide range of absorbing activities 
available. Children are engrossed in their creative play and follow instructions well 
as they mould clay into bowls and pumpkins. They have areas to rest, where they 
can enjoy looking at books independently as they snuggle in soft blankets. Outside, 
children enjoy ball games as they practise their football skills with staff, who they 
invite to play with them. 

Children's behaviour is good. They are kind and considerate towards each other. 
For example, they play cooperatively in groups as they enjoy board games. They 
wait patiently for their turn. Children enjoy spending time with the staff, who help 
them to form friendships through the 'play-pal buddy system'. Together, staff and 
children create 'club rules', which help to keep children safe. Staff encourage 
children to risk assess their own play, to determine how to be safe in all 
circumstances. Children are supported to develop healthy lifestyles. Without 
prompting from staff, children wash their hands before snack. They select from a 
healthy range of food available. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The well-established team is committed and experienced. Managers complete 
relevant checks on new staff before they start and use an induction process to 
effectively train staff for their role. Staff receive regular appraisals to ensure that 
they remain suitable. Managers encourage staff to talk about their well-being 
and discuss further training opportunities. This contributes to securing a 
dedicated and motivated team. Staff complete regular training, such as 
safeguarding and first aid, to help them keep children safe.

n There is an effective key-person system. During settling-in times, staff get to 
know children and their families as they spend time together. Staff use these 
opportunities to discover children's interests, which they use to plan activities 
and games. This helps children to feel welcome and safe.

n Staff engage and interact well with children. They spend large amounts of their 
time taking part in activities and playing games with children. Children are 
involved in planning activities and gathering the required resources. For 
example, during their walks, children collect leaves, which they later use to 
make 'leaf rubbing' pictures. Staff regularly ask for children's views on what they 
would like to do and children are confident to ask for resources. This helps to 
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make sure that the activities are tailored to the interests of the children who 
attend.

n Children benefit from exploring the local area, including parks and a nearby 
allotment which they call 'Wilderbase'. Here, children enjoy a wide range of 
activities that incorporate nature and offer challenges to their play. For example, 
children help to safely build fires under the supervision of staff who have 
completed forest school training.

n Staff ensure that they provide an inclusive environment for all children. They 
teach children to value all cultures as they celebrate Diwali, Chinese New Year 
and Halloween. Children enjoy trying new foods and practise using chop sticks. 
Parents of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities comment 
that their children feel they can be themselves at the club. They say that they 
feel comfortable to socialise with their friends in a safe and secure environment.

n Partnerships with the nearby school are effective. Staff gather information from 
parents and class teachers to help support children's needs. Effective 
communication systems ensure that important information is shared between all 
parties, including essential medical care. This provides reassurance and 
continuity of care for the children and their families.

n Parents speak extremely positively about the club and staff. They are pleased 
that children's thoughts and ideas are sought and implemented into the activity 
planning and resources provided. Parents describe the club as 'a really high-
quality childcare service for absolutely everybody'. This gives them confidence in 
the care that staff provide. The manager is reflective in her setting and uses 
surveys to gather parents' thoughts and ideas. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team follows safer recruitment procedures to ensure that staff 
are suitable to work with children. Staff have access to a range of policies and 
follow these carefully. They attend safeguarding and first-aid training to keep their 
knowledge up to date. Staff know how to recognise the indicators that would raise 
concerns about the children or the adults caring for them. They have a good 
knowledge of wider safeguarding issues. They know the procedures to follow if 
they have any concerns. There are effective systems in place to help ensure that 
children are safely escorted from school to the club. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2601990

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10251587

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 14

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 98

Name of registered person TJ Kids Community Interest Company

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531617

Telephone number 07944230297

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

TJ Kids Home From Home in the Community registered in 2020. The club employs 
four members of childcare staff. The manager holds a relevant childcare 
qualification at level 3. The club is open from Monday to Friday, during school term 
time, from 3.15pm to 6pm. The club also provides care during school holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Small

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation, 

including first-aid certificates and suitability checks of staff. 
n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and she spoke to 

managers, staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
n The parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: TJ Kids Home From Home in the Community
1 November 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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