
Childminder report

Inspection date: 1 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed by the childminder and are confident and happy in 
her care. They enthusiastically approach her to get her attention and share their 
experiences. Children demonstrate curiosity as they readily engage in activities that 
are carefully linked to their interests. For example, they concentrate well as they 
match colours, identify shapes and trace their names. This helps children to 
develop mathematical skills as well as early writing.

Children make choices regarding what they want to play with. They listen with 
intent and follow instructions. For example, in preparation for going outside, they 
quickly get their shoes and put them on independently. Children have fun, enjoying 
creative and imaginative activities, and demonstrate high levels of confidence. For 
example, they engage with the visitor as they create their artwork, showing what 
they are using and sharing their achievements.

Children play independently. They think about what they are doing and learn to 
problem-solve. For instance, as they build the train track, they work out whether to 
use the curved or straight pieces to make the track join up. Children's behaviour is 
very good, as they understand the childminder's expectations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has clear settling-in procedures in place. She works with 
parents during the first sessions and gathers information to help her identify 
children's starting points. This allows her to plan activities that will interest and 
engage children during the transition period, helping them to develop a sense of 
belonging. The childminder helps children to make good progress in readiness 
for the next stages in their education and their eventual move on to school. 

n The childminder encourages children to develop good communication and 
language skills. She plays alongside children, describing what they are doing and 
naming objects. She uses lots of repetition and rewording to help reinforce the 
correct pronunciation. The childminder recognises when children need support 
with communication and language. She works with parents to make sure that 
children receive this so they can make good progress in their learning.

n Children use various writing tools and enjoy making marks on paper. The 
childminder models how to write the children's names, sounding out the letters 
as she writes. This builds on children's understanding that symbols have 
meaning and demonstrates a purpose for writing. However, children are not 
given enough opportunities to access books independently to help develop their 
interest in literature and encourage a love of reading. 

n Children attend confidently to their personal needs, such as tidying up to get 
ready for lunchtime, feeding themselves and putting on their shoes. The 
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childminder also teaches children about oral hygiene as they brush their teeth 
daily and learn about how to look after their teeth. However, the childminder 
does not consistently encourage them to wash their hands or help children to 
understand how this contributes to their good health.

n The childminder teaches the children about safety, and they know what is 
expected of them. For example, she teaches the children to be kind to animals, 
involving them in the care of the family pets. They collect eggs that the hens 
have laid, brush the cat, and feed the rabbits. This helps children to develop 
empathy and a sense of responsibility.

n The childminder has attended mandatory training to keep her knowledge of 
safeguarding and paediatric first aid up to date. She is keen to extend her 
knowledge and skills further. For example, she will soon commence a level 4 
childcare training course, which she feels will enhance her professional 
development and further improve the quality of her teaching.

n Relationships with parents are good. Parents speak highly of the childminder's 
warm and welcoming service. They feel informed about their children's progress, 
and they receive information about activities and events that are taking place.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder fully understands her responsibilities to safeguard children and 
protect their welfare. She has a sound knowledge of the possible signs and 
indicators which may suggest a child is at risk of abuse or neglect. The childminder 
is familiar with the appropriate procedures to follow should she have a concern 
regarding a child in her care. This helps to ensure that children's well-being is 
protected. The childminder is aware of what action to take if an allegation is made 
against herself or a household member. She talks to children about keeping 
themselves safe as they play, and how to leave the premises quickly in an 
emergency.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enrich opportunities for children to access a range of books to help promote a 
love of books and early reading skills 

n help children understand the importance of good hygiene practice and how this 
contributes to their good health. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY423964

Local authority Stockton-on-Tees

Inspection number 10260557

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 13

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 21

Date of previous inspection 9 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2011 and lives in Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland. She 
operates all year round, from 6am to 8pm, Monday to Sunday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janet Fairhurst

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the childminder.
n The inspector held a number of discussions with the childminder. She looked at 

relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of persons living in the 
household.

n The inspector spoke with the parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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