
Inspection of Kids Planet Salford 
Quays
Building 6 Exchange Quay, Salford M5 3EQ

Inspection date: 20 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders and staff focus strongly on developing effective relationships with children 
and their families. Children are developing friendships and give each other hugs 
when they arrive. Babies and young children go to staff when they need comforting 
and snuggle in for cuddles. This helps them to settle in quickly, showing they feel 
safe and secure.

Children are supported to learn to walk, run, sing and talk. When children use 
shortened versions of words, such as 'ta', adults say 'thank you', so that children 
hear the correct version of words. Children actively join in with songs and rhymes, 
learning the words and copying the actions. Young children show enjoyment as 
they count the numbers of monkeys bouncing on the bed. Older children are 
encouraged to use number and confidently count beyond 20. This supports their 
early mathematical development. Parents report that their children are more 
sociable and talkative since attending. Children are well behaved.

The learning environment is intentionally designed to entice babies and children to 
explore, investigate and be physically active. Ample floor space and appropriate 
equipment and furniture helps them to practise crawling and walking safely and 
confidently. Many children do not have a garden space at home, so staff make sure 
that children have lots of opportunities to play and learn outdoors. Babies reach for 
board books to look at and toddlers experiment with running sand through their 
fingers and finding plastic spiders. Pre-school children delight when they conduct 
an experiment and watch the chemical reaction taking place as 'lava' pours out of 
the pumpkin head. This supports their good all-round development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Room leaders have a clear understanding of what they want the children to 
learn. They make sure that activities have a clear focus to help them build on 
children's learning and development. Staff use a range of strategies to teach 
children to experiment, test out their ideas and work together to solve problems. 
This prepares them well for their next stage in learning.

n Young children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well 
supported. The special educational needs coordinator and staff team are alert to 
any signs of delay in children's development. They swiftly put in place a support 
package to ensure that children do not fall behind in their learning and 
development. The setting works with parents and other agencies to ensure that 
appropriate and timely support is acquired for all children who need it. As a 
result, all children are making progress from their different starting points.

n Partnership working with parents is a key strength. The good sharing of 
information ensures that staff know children well, understand their cultural 
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backgrounds and meet their needs. Staff provide activities for parents to do with 
their children at home, such as an autumn hunt. This helps parents to feel part 
of their child's learning at nursery and know how to support this at home. 

n Children have lots of opportunities to become part of their local community and 
learn about the world around them. They learn the importance of caring for bees 
with the resident beekeeper, and take part in community activities and events, 
such as a duck race and a racing car pit stop. Children learn about celebrations 
that are part of their friends' cultures and religions, and are developing an 
understanding of how they can help to support vulnerable members of the 
community. This helps to prepare children for life in modern Britain. 

n Leaders want children to develop good levels of communication and language 
skills, particularly those who speak English as an additional language. They 
provide training and support to staff to develop their practice. Staff talk, model 
language, sing and read to children, which enable them to learn full words and 
sentences. However, staff do not make the most of available opportunities to 
help children practise and extend their vocabulary to the highest level. 

n Children receive lots of praise and encouragement that supports their confidence 
and independence. They show pride in their achievements. Staff are helping 
children to learn how to manage their emotions. They talk calmly with children 
and model effective techniques such as 'catching a bubble' where children learn 
to take a deep breath and slowly release it. However, staff do not always 
consider how they can enable children to do more things for themselves given 
their ages and abilities. Some children struggle with some simple tasks as a 
result. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff are confident in their knowledge and understanding to safeguard 
children. All staff know who the designated safeguarding leads are and know the 
procedures to follow should they be concerned about another adult in the setting. 
Staff have a thorough induction and supervision process that enables them to 
understand their roles and responsibilities. This also helps to ensure the ongoing 
suitability of the staff and identify appropriate training needs to build a strong 
workforce. The premises are safe, secure and hygienic.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed the curriculum intent for promoting children's communication and 
language development with all leaders and staff, so that children make the best 
possible progress

n help leaders and staff to enable children to learn how to do more things for 
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themselves in order to better promote their school readiness. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY540340

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10259122

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 135

Number of children on roll 105

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 0161 848 0991

Date of previous inspection 21 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Salford Quays registered in 2016. The nursery employs 26 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3, one at level 5, and 10 at level 6, including one with early years professional 
status and one with early years teacher status. The nursery operates Monday to 
Friday from 7am to 7pm, all year round. It provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Rachael Flesher
Lois Hulley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager gave the inspectors a tour of the setting and discussed the 
intended curriculum. 

n The inspectors observed the quality of education indoors and outdoors and the 
impact on children's learning.

n The inspectors carried out joint observations with the manager and the deputy 
manager.

n Discussions were held with the staff, parents and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection. 

n A leadership and management meeting took place with the manager and 
members of the senior leadership team. Documentation relating to the suitability 
of people working on the premises was checked. The inspector looked at 
qualification certificates and paediatric first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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