
Inspection of Little Tree Montessori 
Nursery
143 Ferme Park Road, HORNSEY, LONDON N8 9SG

Inspection date: 4 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive with big smiles and are welcome by caring and loving staff, who 
know them exceptionally well. Children form close attachments with staff and 
friendships with their peers. They feel happy, safe and secure. Children learn to 
care for themselves, others and the resources. They are respectful and polite. 
Children are keen and enthusiastic learners, who want to have go and complete 
their task independently. 

Leaders design their curriculum based on children's interests and the skills they 
need to learn to be successful in the future. For example, children show interest in 
the natural materials they find in the garden, such as stones, sticks, leaves and 
feathers. The skilful staff member extends their learning by asking them about 
characteristics of those items and if they sink or float in the water. Children's ideas 
are then practically tested, as they put them in a water and observe what happens. 
Furthermore, they use that water later for plants as they learn about the 
importance of not wasting natural resources. 

Staff gather relevant information from parents and work closely with them to 
ensure children's developmental needs are met. Consequently, children make good 
progress from their starting points. This includes children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have high expectations of all children. They have an ambitious 
curriculum and clear intent of what they want children to learn. The long-
serving, skilled staff teach children well and help them to make good progress in 
their learning and development overall. 

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well. They help 
children to understand the meaning of words new words during discussions. For 
example, children learn to use words in context, such as 'repel' and 'resistant'. 
They join in with regular singing sessions. All children, including those who 
speak an additional language at home, acquire good English skills. However, 
staff provide fewer opportunities for some children to hear and share their home 
language in the setting, to aid their learning further. 

n Children have ample opportunities to develop their hand-muscle strength and 
coordination for writing. For instance, children use bolts, screws and other 
manipulative tools to practise small muscle movements and develop a strong 
grip.  

n Children show a love for books and often spontaneously initiate story time. They 
keenly choose books for staff to read related to different parts of the world. Staff 
engage children in discussions about different countries, such as Australia, and 
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talk about how far it is from England. Children also enjoy sharing their personal 
experiences with each other and talk about what they know. 

n Staff provide good opportunities to support children's physical development. 
Children regularly play outdoors, where they can practise different movements. 
They learn to confidently run, jump, skip and climb, as well as ride on tricycles 
and wheeled toys. Children practise their self-care skills as they wash their 
hands. They put their coats on independently before going outdoors and help to 
clean up after mealtimes. Children gain a sense of responsibility.

n Children learn about how to be healthy and the benefits of toothbrushing. Staff 
ensure that children's lunches meet their dietary needs. However, on occasion, 
the organisation of some daily routines, such as at mealtimes, is not planned 
well. At times, staff are not deployed well enough to provide children with good 
quality interactions and support.

n Children learn about colours and numbers. They count objects accurately and 
match quantities to the numerals. Children successfully gain the skills needed for 
their future learning, such as beginning to understand the concepts of adding 
and taking away.  

n Leaders monitor and evaluate the ongoing performance of the staff effectively, 
and swiftly identify areas of weakness. They provide good opportunities for staff 
to develop their practice and skills to help improve the quality of education for 
children. For example, staff have attended various courses, including training on 
how to improve group activities for children. This has led to improvements in 
this area. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents speak well about the caring and 
welcoming staff. They applaud the support they receive to maintain children's 
well-being and learning at home. Information on children's progress and learning 
is shared with parents on a daily basis. Parents are also encouraged to share 
information as children progress and develop.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a good awareness of how to keep children safe. They all 
know the policies and procedures to follow to protect children from harm, and how 
to identify any possible concern regarding children or staff. Staff know who to 
shares their concerns to, including how to make a referral themselves if necessary. 
Staff have up-to-date paediatric first-aid training . They know how to respond 
appropriately to accidents and any possible emergencies. Staff complete daily risk 
assessments to help keep the premises and resources safe for children to use. 
Leaders monitor children's attendance effectively to help maintain their welfare. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

Inspection report: Little Tree Montessori Nursery
4 March 2022 3



n extend opportunities for children to hear and share their home language to 
further enhance their communication and language skills 

n review the organisation of some everyday routines, to help provide children with 
consistent, high-quality interactions and support throughout the day.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 140435

Local authority Haringey

Inspection number 10137963

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 31

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Twomey Brenner, Catherine Theresa Maria

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909702

Telephone number 0208 342 9231

Date of previous inspection 7 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Little Tree Montessori Nursery registered in 1991. It is located in Hornsey, in the 
London Borough of Haringey. The nursery opens from 8.45am to 3.45pm every 
weekday, during term time. The provider employs seven teaching members of 
staff, all of whom hold relevant childcare qualifications. The provider is in receipt of 
funding for the provision of free early education to children aged three and four 
years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Agnes Wink
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk and told her about what they 
want the children to learn at the nursery.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided to assess the 
impact on children's learning. 

n The inspector and the manager conducted a joint observation of a teaching 
activity to review the quality of education.

n Parents provided feedback on their experiences of the nursery, and the inspector 
took account of their views.

n The inspector engaged with children and staff at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Little Tree Montessori Nursery
4 March 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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