
Inspection of Beach Babies Wilburton
95 Stretham Road, Wilburton, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB6 3RY

Inspection date: 18 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the safe and nurturing environment that staff provide. They 
thoroughly enjoy their time at the nursery, showing high levels of self-esteem, 
resilience and curiosity. Children build incredibly strong bonds with all staff. They 
show that they feel safe and secure through their body language and how they 
engage in activities.

Children are eager explorers. They investigate the environment with enthusiastic 
staff, whose practice is truly inspirational. They benefit from hands-on, meaningful 
learning experiences, which successfully build their knowledge and skills over time. 
For example, children recall how to make pumpkin soup. They use the story book 
to remind them of the ingredients and method to prepare it with staff, before 
taking it out to the campfire to keep it warm. Children excitedly compare the 
pumpkin seeds to the apple seeds they discovered at snacktime. They describe 
how they grew the pumpkins from seed before harvesting them to prepare the 
soup.

Children become confident communicators. They benefit from high-quality focused 
interactions with skilled staff from the start. Babies begin to compare the size of 
toy vehicles they roll back and forwards to their friends. Toddlers show their 
understanding of size, as they accurately choose a small and large apple when 
investigating the effects of autumn. Pre-school children share their thoughts 
clearly, for example why the ball will not roll up the guttering but falls off the end.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Highly qualified and experienced leaders organise the curriculum together with 
staff, to enable children to flourish. Leaders and staff are passionate in their 
roles to provide children with first-class care and learning experiences. They 
highly value education for all; staff receive incredible support to gain and extend 
their professional qualifications. This significantly raises the quality of education 
that children receive, and new, less experienced staff benefit greatly from the 
consistently high-quality, informed practice. 

n Staff place high priority on building children's vocabulary and understanding to 
the highest level. They show great ambition to inspire a love of learning in 
children. Staff read stories to children throughout the day with great enthusiasm 
that captures children's interest successfully. Toddlers show sustained attention 
and interest at story time. They answer questions and join in, as they pretend to 
squeeze apples to extract the juice. Staff explain new words in the story, such as 
'debris', and make links to activities children have enjoyed.

n Staff provide an inviting environment, which helps children learn about nature, 
sustainability, and the local community. Children enjoy a wide range of physical 
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activity, which helps them understand what they can achieve. They learn how to 
keep themselves safe, when they take supervised risks when climbing trees and 
during walks into the village and neighbouring fields. They receive lots of praise 
and encouragement to try new things. This helps children build confidence and 
'can do' attitudes, which help them prepare for the move to school and life in 
modern Britain.

n Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the nursery and staff. They state that 
their expectations for childcare are consistently exceeded. Parents typically 
comment on the excellent communication they receive about their child's day 
and what they are learning next. They add that their children are excited to 
attend and marvel at the progress they typically make, as they become 
confident, independent and articulate talkers.

n Staff work exceptionally well together, united in their approach to place children 
at the centre of all they do. They share that they feel valued by leaders and well 
supported to fulfil their roles. Leaders make highly effective use of staff's 
individual skill set to continually seek ways to improve the experiences for 
children. For example, the curriculum manager has specific time each day to 
provide tailored support to staff to enhance and devise ways to motivate and 
help children achieve their next steps in learning. This contributes to the 
consistently excellent quality of teaching, which enables children to build 
considerable knowledge and skills for their future learning.

n The provider's vision to create a caring nursery community is strongly shared by 
staff. They are deeply committed to providing an inclusive environment where all 
children experience success. Children with special educational needs and/or 
disability receive tailored support from dedicated staff who work seamlessly with 
other professionals to adapt the environment and teaching approach that enable 
them to achieve individual goals. Parents comment how staff take time to 
understand children's specific needs, including some complex ones. They feel 
incredibly well supported to navigate the pathways to access the support their 
child is entitled to.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders provide staff with regular training and updates about child protection and 
safeguarding issues. They regularly test out staff knowledge and discuss local 
events to be fully aware of potential safeguarding risks to children and families, 
such as county lines and cuckooing. Staff confidently identify possible signs of child 
abuse and neglect. They know precisely what to do should they have any concerns 
about a child's welfare. Staff know how to raise any concerns they may have about 
any staff working with children. Leaders follow robust recruitment processes that 
help to assure the suitability of staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY483653

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10236556

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Beach Babies Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905130

Telephone number 01353649675

Date of previous inspection 25 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Beach Babies Wilburton registered in 2014 and is owned by Beach Babies Ltd. The 
nursery is open from 7.30am until 6pm for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery 
employs 23 members of staff to work directly with the children. Of these, two, 
including the manager, hold qualified teacher status, two hold early years teacher 
status, 13 hold a qualification at level 3 and one at level 2. The nominated 
individual holds an early years qualification at level 7. The nursery provides early 
years funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gail Warnes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector talked to children and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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