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Inspection of Heaton Park Nursery

315 Middleton Road, Higher Blackley, Manchester M24 4GY

Inspection date: 18 October 2022
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Good



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children arrive extremely excited and eager to play at this wonderfully nurturing
and safe nursery. They form exceptionally strong bonds with staff, who welcome
each child warmly with huge smiles and an abundance of affection. Children are
cared for by kind and nurturing staff, who know them tremendously well as
individuals. Children are incredibly content and confident, they thrive in this loving,
child-centred environment. Children continuously demonstrate that they feel safe
and secure.

Children are ready to learn and are extremely motivated and engaged. Every room
throughout the nursery is a hive of activity. Staff construct a rich and highly
ambitious curriculum that continuously builds on children's existing skills and
abilities. They have wonderfully high expectations of what children can achieve
and, as a result, all children excel from their starting points. This includes children
with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those that speak English as
an additional language. Children of all ages make excellent links in their learning.
For example, children have been exploring pumpkins as part of their understanding
about harvest and Halloween. Pre-school children comment that their tangerine
looks like a pumpkin and recall a recent 'tangerine challenge'. Children proudly
share with the inspector that they are now able to peel a tangerine independently
as a result of the 'challenge' set by the encouraging staff.

Children's behaviour is exemplary. They play harmoniously together, instinctively
sharing resources and taking turns with little reminders required from staff. Older
children understand rules and describe how they must have 'kind hands' and 'kind
words'. Young children understand routine and eagerly help to tidy away resources.
A culture of respect is clearly embedded throughout the nursery.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children develop an exceptional understanding of the world around them and
the community in which they live. They participate in fundraising activities where
they learn about those less fortunate than themselves. Children positively
explore similarities and differences among people, understanding the importance
of respect, tolerance and kindness. Children care for the environment as they
engage in litter picking activities and learn about the importance of recycling.
Celebrations reflect children's individual culture and heritage.

W Staff inspire children to learn, effortlessly creating awe and wonder, which
results in children being highly absorbed in the activities available. Staff pay
meticulous attention to children's individual interests. For example, following a
child's keenness to explore fire engines, staff teach children how to keep
themselves safe and what to do in the event of a fire. Consequently, children
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develop critical life skills as they learn to call 999 in an emergency situation.

B Inspired consideration is given to ensuring that each child has a voice and that
their opinion is considered and highly valued. Throughout the nursery day,
children are continually encouraged to make choices. For example, young
children vote to have a song bag or a story. Older children vote for
representatives to form a special 'children's council'. This outstanding practice
helps to ensure that children are able to contribute their ideas and suggestions
and highlights their strong sense of belonging and self-worth.

B The manager is passionate and highly knowledgeable. She leads an enthusiastic
and dedicated staff team, who are highly driven in ensuring that every child has
the very best possible start in life. Staff truly benefit from a robust cycle of
support, coaching and purposeful training. 'Reflection flowers' are completed to
assess the impact of training and ensure that any emerging gaps are swiftly
addressed. Stringent observations of practice and critical reflection is embedded
in practice. This ensures a relentless drive for continuous improvement.
Furthermore, staff's well-being is given the utmost priority. This means that
children are cared for by extremely happy staff, who feel highly valued and
appreciated.

B Partnerships with parents and other professionals are tremendous. Staff are
superbly sensitive to families' individual needs and have created a wealth of
resources to support parents. They pride themselves on the robust relationships
that they have established and this contributes significantly to the continuity in
children's care and education. Parents' comments are overwhelmingly positive.
They share with pride the progress that their children have made since attending
and describe their experience as 'amazing' and 'outstanding'.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff team give the greatest priority to children's safety and well-
being. The knowledgeable staff team fully understand the procedures they must
follow if they have concerns about a child or adult. Staff are extremely confident in
recognising the potential signs and symptoms of abuse. Their understanding is
checked through vigorous questioning by leaders and safeguarding quizzes. The
manager has stringent procedures for safer recruitment and staff benefit from a
meticulous induction process that ensures they are confident in the nursery's
procedures and expectations. Thorough risk assessments are conducted to
promote children's health and safety.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY492053

Manchester

10254393

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
Oto7

92
179
Ashworth View Limited

RP907123

0161 643 4276
19 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Heaton Park Nursery registered in 2015. The nursery opens from 7.30am until
6.30pm, on weekdays all year round, excluding bank holidays and one week at
Christmas. The nursery employs 22 staff, including the manager to work directly
with the children. Of these, three members of staff hold a qualification at level 6,
three members of staff hold a qualification at level 5 and nine staff hold a
qualification at level 3. The nursery provides funded early years education for two-,

three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
setting.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact that this was having on children's learning.

B A joint observation of an activity was carried out with the manager.

B The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B Documentation was considered throughout the inspection, including evidence of
the suitability of staff, qualifications and first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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