
Inspection of Wise Owl Private Day 
Nursery Scunthorpe
62 Old Brumby Street, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire DN16 2AW

Inspection date: 21 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The curriculum supports children's early communication and literacy skills well. 
Older children tap their hands on their knees with. They sing together during the 
circle-time activity. Older children listen to new words, such as 'clockwise' and 'anti-
clockwise'. They decide which direction around the circle they will go to say good 
morning to their friends. Older children recognise their own name card on the floor, 
pick this up and post it into the pot. They notice similarities and differences 
between the letters in their names and those of others. Older children say the 
initial letter sound in familiar words, such as 'a' for apple and 'p' for pumpkin. 
Babies and toddlers listen to words as they paint and play in the sand, such as 
'squishy' and 'soft'. Staff have high expectations for children's learning and 
development.

Children behave well. They know how to keep safe and show respect and kindness 
to others. For example, children talk about how they need to use their walking feet 
indoors. Also, to use their listening ears when others speak to them and their kind 
hands when playing. Children use picture cards to describe how they are feeling, 
such as happy. They throw their arms in the air at the end of the circle-time 
activity and say, 'today is amazing'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff have worked hard to address the actions raised 
at the last inspection. They have welcomed support from the local authority 
early years team to help raise the quality of education for children. The 
management team have implemented weekly training days to help staff enhance 
their knowledge and practice. Staff engage children in purposeful play that 
prepares them well for the next stage of learning. Assessments, such as the 
two-year progress check are up to date and shared with parents and relevant 
professionals.  

n Staff teach children about food allergies. This helps them to learn the 
importance of keeping safe at mealtimes, but also, to reflect on their differences 
and understand what makes them unique. Children enjoy healthy snacks of 
fresh fruit, vegetables, and home-cooked meals. Older children wash their own 
plates when they have finished eating. They help staff to put clothes into the 
washing machine and hang them on the line outdoors. The curriculum 
encourages children to be independent and helps them learn how to care for 
themselves and others. 

n Older children count one to three as they pour their own milk. This helps them 
to guide how much liquid they put into their cup. Staff count babies' steps as 
they walk. They sing songs and read stories that involve numbers. Toddlers 
recognise big and small seashells as they play in the sand. Staff build 
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mathematics into everyday routines, such as circle time and mealtimes. 
n Staff offer babies and toddlers different textures for exploration during play. For 

example, babies use brushes and their hands to make marks with paint. 
Toddlers use their fingers and tools to make lines in the sand. However, staff 
discourage toddlers to feel sand on their toes and feet. This does not allow them 
to explore the full range of sensory experiences using their whole body.

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities well. 
Parents say that the 'teamwork' between them and staff is 'brilliant'. They 
acknowledge staff's help and support with referrals to other relevant 
professionals. Parents also explain the progress in their children's personal, 
social and emotional development. 

n There is an effective key-person and secondary-key-person system in place. 
Children's care and learning is now tailored to meet their individual needs. 
Parents say that staff offer a 'really nice family nursery'. Also, that they 'feel 
included in their children's development'. Parents have opportunities to come to 
parents' evenings and stay-and-play sessions. These positive relationships help 
to support continuity of care and learning between the nursery and home.

n Leadership and management are significantly improved. Staff report good levels 
of support for their well-being. There is also effective engagement with staff 
through induction and supervision meetings. Managers undertake peer 
observations to help improve staff's individual practice. However, this procedure 
is not yet fully embedded to ensure a consistently high standard in the teaching 
of the curriculum.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding lead and staff have a good knowledge of the possible 
signs and symptoms of abuse. They understand their responsibilities in relation to 
the 'Prevent' duty guidance. Staff are aware of the risks to children being drawn 
into radicalisation or extremism. They know of other safeguarding issues, such as 
female genital mutilation and county lines. Staff understand what to do in the 
event of an allegation against a child or adult. They are aware of local safeguarding 
partnership reporting procedures. Staff carry out daily risk assessments. They make 
sure that children play in a safe and secure environment. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance toddlers' opportunities for sensory exploration
n embed the system for monitoring staff's practice to ensure teaching is 

consistently of a high standard.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY309583

Local authority North Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10247316

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 69

Number of children on roll 57

Name of registered person Wise Owl Private Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525647

Telephone number 01724 330009

Date of previous inspection 20 June 2022

Information about this early years setting

Wise Owl Private Day Nursery Scunthorpe registered in 2005. The nursery employs 
10 members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 or above, and three are unqualified. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Tucker

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed the 
early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the staff and nursery with the inspector.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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