
Inspection of Planet Kids Day Nursery
Planet Kids Day Nursery, Broadway, Eccleston, St. Helens, Merseyside WA10 5PJ

Inspection date: 24 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages settle quickly and feel secure in this welcoming and friendly 
environment. Children are very confident to talk to the inspector as they bring her 
a 'cup of coffee' in a 'very special teacup'. Older children work together to build a 
new house made of bricks. They make links with what they have learned by trying 
to 'huff and puff' the house down. Toddlers remind staff that it is time for the 
'toothbrush train'. They excitedly brush their own teeth and say that they brush 
them because they don't want to go to the dentist or get sore teeth. Children learn 
to embed good oral hygiene practices that keep their teeth healthy.

Babies wiggle their bodies and shake instruments as they join staff in singing 
nursery rhymes. They join in with actions and laugh with excitement as the singing 
and actions get faster. Younger children cuddle up to their key person as they 
share stories. Children extend their vocabulary as they sing songs and discuss 
books. Older children use props and books to prepare them for their next steps. 
For example, they practise dressing in ties and school polo shirts as they discuss 
preparations for going to school in September. One child suggested a 'granny 
smith' apple and a cucumber as they explore what food could go into a healthy 
lunch box. Older children are ready for school.

Children access a range of materials in the indoor and outdoor space. They use a 
hosepipe to put water into a tray that they excitedly jump and splash in. They ride 
bicycles outside and fill containers with mud and sand. They paint and use utensils 
to make marks. Children develop their small and large muscles and movement 
skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are extremely 
well supported by staff. Staff work closely with parents and a range of 
professionals to ensure that individual children's needs are identified and 
supported, and this helps them make excellent progress from their starting 
points. Leaders use additional funding creatively to help children to experience 
targeted learning. For example, children attend forest-school sessions that 
enhance their sensory processing skills. Children with SEND flourish in all areas 
of their development.

n Overall, care practices are good, and children are well supervised. Most children 
sleep on flat, waterproof mats with individual bedding to prevent cross-
contamination. However, some children sleep for prolonged periods in 
pushchairs, and this does not always ensure children's comfort and freedom of 
movement as they sleep.

n Snack and lunchtimes are a sociable occasion where children demonstrate the 
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good eating habits and behaviours they have learned. They chose from the 
healthy vegetables that they have grown in the garden. They use their manners 
as they engage in conversation with staff and their peers. Younger children 
independently use cloths to wipe their own face and hands after eating. Older 
'helpers' carry plates of dinner to the tables, and children independently pour 
water into cups. Children develop independence as they positively contribute to 
the daily tasks of the setting.

n Leaders and staff have designed a well-sequenced curriculum that ignites 
children's curiosity and builds on what they already know. For example, they use 
all their senses to create cinnamon cupcakes or spicy pasta and porridge soup in 
their role play. Toddlers strengthen their small muscles as they squeeze and roll 
play dough in their hands, singing along with a 'dough disco' song.

n Children begin to develop positive attitudes towards the similarities and 
differences between themselves and others. For instance, they use pictures of 
their own families to discuss different-coloured hair and what makes them 
unique. They sort food and different containers so that they can be recycled. 
Children plant seeds and care for them as they grow into vegetables that they 
can eat. Children talk about what they see, as they develop their understanding 
of the world around them.

n Children listen to stories that are read with enthusiasm and intonation. However, 
staff do not consider how the use of a television in the toddler room is 
sometimes distracting and prevents children from becoming fully engaged with 
events and characters of the story. 

n Partnership with parents is strong. Parents say that the manager and staff are 
very welcoming and that their support helps children to transition from home 
smoothly. Parents feel that they are very well informed about the progress their 
child makes and say that their children are happy and safe at the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff complete regular training in safeguarding to ensure that their 
understanding is up to date. They have a secure knowledge of the potential 
indicators that a child is at risk of harm and know the reporting procedures to 
follow. All staff are trained in paediatric first aid. Staff are deployed effectively to 
ensure that children are supervised and remain safe throughout the day. Risk 
assessments are carried out daily to ensure that the indoor and outdoor 
environments are suitable for children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review sleeping arrangements to ensure that all children are comfortable and 

Inspection report: Planet Kids Day Nursery
24 August 2022 3



free to move as they sleep
n consider how the use of technology can be a distraction from children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY335615

Local authority St Helens 

Inspection number 10235025

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 68

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person Planet Kids Private Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535433

Telephone number 01744 754 555

Date of previous inspection 25 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Planet Kids Day Nursery registered in 2006. It is in the Broadway area of St. 
Helens. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold 
appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 and level 6. The nursery 
operates Monday to Friday, all year round, from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The 
nursery supports children with SEND. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Hayward
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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