
Inspection of Ddc Nursery And 
Preschool
Ashling Pavilion, Southwick Road, Denmead, Hampshire PO7 6LA

Inspection date: 13 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children excitedly come into nursery. They have strong attachments with the whole 
staff team. Children giggle loudly as they happily play with staff. This helps them 
feel settled and secure in the nursery. Children behave well and staff have high 
expectations of them. 

Children are inquisitive and keen to learn. They are imaginative as they create a 
'car' out of planks, crates and tyres. Children critically think and problem solve 
independently. Curious children note that the 'car' does not have enough 'wheels'. 
As a result, they eagerly turn their creation into a 'motorbike'. They proudly 
demonstrate their balancing skills as they sit astride the 'motorbike'.

Children learn about good hygiene practices. Staff encourage them to wash their 
hands frequently and use tissues to blow their noses. Children begin to learn the 
importance of oral hygiene. They explore 'teeth' with toothbrushes and toothpaste. 
Children are eager to demonstrate their brushing skills as they 'clean' the 'teeth'. 
They develop their independence skills throughout the nursery. For example, even 
the youngest children learn how to use utensils to serve themselves snack and 
lunch.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The passionate and dedicated management team have worked extremely hard 
since the last inspection. They have implemented several positive changes. For 
example, staff now hold detailed discussions with parents about their children's 
progress. This includes discussing the progress check at age two with them. 

n The management team have developed a curriculum that is ambitious and 
reflective of the children in their care. They use assessments well to identify any 
gaps in learning and quickly put support into place. For example, they are 
supporting older children in developing their social skills as these skills have 
been impacted by COVID-19. 

n Children make good progress in their learning and development. They build on 
what they already know as they progress through the nursery.

n Staff understand the importance of language for children's development. Staff 
introduce children to new words as they play, such as 'chameleon'. They 
encourage children to develop a love of reading through stories and nursery 
rhymes. However, on occasion, staff ask too many questions in one go and at 
times, children do not have enough time to respond. This has an impact on 
children making the best possible progress with their language skills. 

n Staff do not organise routines over lunchtime in the most effective way. 
Although children behave well overall, they sit and wait for long periods for their 
meals, and some become restless. As children transition into the afternoon, 
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children are not fully engaged or supported. This is because of how routine 
tasks, such as helping children who have a nap, are organised. As a result, 
during this time, some children are unsure on what they should be doing and flit 
between activities with lower levels of engagement.

n Additional funding is used appropriately by the management team to meet the 
needs of individual children. They constantly review how funding is used. This 
includes reviewing the impact on children's progress and how children's needs 
are being met. 

n The management team recognise that their children are from a variety of 
different backgrounds. They are keen to develop children's understanding of 
different cultures and communities. Staff incorporate this into regular outings 
around the local area. For example, children visit the local care home where 
children have developed strong bonds with the residents. 

n Staff skilfully help children understand their emotions. They ensure children feel 
that their own emotions are validated. Staff then sensitively help them recognise 
the impact on other children. For example, staff help children understand that 
they must take turns with resources. They talk through how the child feels about 
it but also how the other child feels as well. This helps children develop their 
sense of empathy. 

n Parents talk highly of the nursery and the staff. They highlight that the staff 
support the whole family and not just the child. Parents comment highly on the 
kind, caring and approachable staff. They feel their children make good progress 
in their learning and development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the signs and symptoms that may 
indicate a child is at risk from harm. They know how to report concerns, including 
allegations, to the designated safeguarding lead and if required to local 
safeguarding partners. The management team have a robust recruitment process 
in place that follows safer recruitment practice to ensure staff suitability. Staff risk 
assess daily to ensure the environment remains safe and secure. This includes 
checking the wider field areas for when they go out on walks. Staff teach children 
to keep themselves safe through everyday routines. For example, children learn to 
keep themselves safe as they cross the road.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's questioning skills further so that children make the best possible 
progress in their language development

n strengthen the organisation of transitions throughout the day so that children 
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are fully supported.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY499009

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10237515

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Denmead Day Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901050

Telephone number 07576 275397

Date of previous inspection 3 November 2021

Information about this early years setting

Ddc Nursery And Preschool registered in 2016. The nursery is situated in the 
Ashling Pavilion, in Denmead, Hampshire. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 6pm 
on Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery provides funded early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are 12 staff who work 
with children. Of these, nine hold early years qualifications at level 3 and above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The management team explained the curriculum intentions to the inspector 
during the learning walk. 

n The inspector took part in discussions with the management team and staff 
during the inspection.

n The management team and the inspector observed and evaluated an activity 
together.

n The inspector observed staff and children throughout the day.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector through discussions.  
n The inspector sampled relevant documents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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