
Inspection of Shining Stars Day 
Nursery
29-31 Clare Road, Halifax, Calderdale HX1 2JP

Inspection date: 13 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive confidently and are greeted by friendly staff who know them very 
well. Children have strong bonds with staff, whom they seek out for comfort when 
needed. Staff nurture the children's emotional development. They provide a calm 
and soothing environment which has recently been renovated to ensure all 
children's needs are met. When children do not understand their feelings and 
emotions, staff are quick to calm them and explain what they are feeling. As a 
result, children's behaviour towards their friends and adults is wonderful, and helps 
them to feel safe and secure.

Children enthusiastically create potions as they add ingredients to a large cauldron. 
They marvel at the colour-changing tablets as they fizz in the water. Children add 
frozen blocks of ice and watch them melt. When they add conkers, they question 
why these are not floating, and explore what floats and what sinks. Children create 
wonderful aromas as they add spices and leaves to their potions. They use their 
senses to enhance their learning. However, staff do not always check what children 
have learned or understood, which could limit future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery's educational programme is planned around children's interests and 
needs. Stimulating and challenging activities focus on what staff want the 
children to learn. For example, babies enjoy posting different-sized pom-poms 
into small jars, with increasing difficulty. Older children investigate the many 
autumn objects collected by the children. They use magnifying glasses to look at 
the leaves, and smell the fir cones and conkers. Children are making good 
progress in their learning and development, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Staff expertly bring the teaching of mathematics into their interactions with 
children. They encourage children to count, compare sizes and recognise 
shapes. This helps children to learn simple mathematical vocabulary, in 
preparation for school.

n Staff encourage children to develop good communication and language skills. 
They repeat words often and speak in short sentences, especially with the 
babies. Children are given a choice of two books, for which they vote by using 
small bricks - the tallest tower wins. However, children do not have consistency 
in the books they read. This limits the anticipation of what is to come in stories. 
In addition, it reduces the words that children learn, including those who speak 
English as an additional language. 

n Older children learn to be independent, in preparation for school. They put on 
their own coats and shoes, and wash their hands. They chop and butter their 
snacks, and serve themselves their healthy lunch, prepared by the nursery cook. 
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As children wait for their food to arrive, they think about and describe the 
wonderful choice of meals that could be on their plate.  

n Children get lots of fresh air in the outdoor area. They practise their physical 
skills as they balance on the tyres, chop herbs for their dough and use their 
imagination in driving the train. Children enthusiastically join in the 'music and 
movement' session as they jump and stretch to the music. They make good 
progress in their physical development.

n All staff have done a vast amount of training since the last inspection. This 
includes enhancing their understanding of the curriculum and what they want to 
teach children. The manager regularly checks staff's knowledge with random 
questions and discussions. Managers and staff take part in peer observations in 
all the rooms. This ensures staff have the skills and knowledge to support the 
best outcomes for children.

n Partnerships with parents are wonderful. Parents value the lovely caring 
relationships staff have with their children. Staff take time to speak to parents, 
to pass on information or just to reassure them about their child's well-being. 
Staff and parents share daily information via an electronic app. Parents attend 
termly meetings with their child's key person to discuss their child's ongoing 
progress and any ideas, to support their learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers have ensured the premises are safe and secure. Daily risk assessments 
are carried out, and procedures are in place to ensure any identified risk is quickly 
removed or repaired. A daily register is kept of all children and staff, including 
times they attend the nursery. All staff understand their roles and responsibilities to 
keep children safe. Staff are knowledgeable about the signs and symptoms that 
may indicate a child could be at risk of harm. They know the procedures to follow 
and who to contact, to raise any child protection concerns about a child or adult. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n evaluate what children know and understand following activities, to ensure 
future activities meet the learning needs of the children

n provide a selection of core stories to enable children to anticipate story lines, 
develop a good vocabulary of words and develop a love of story books.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY563164

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10245121

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person P and L Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910280

Telephone number 01422646690

Date of previous inspection 20 April 2022

Information about this early years setting

Shining Stars Day Nursery registered in 2018 and is located in Halifax. The nursery 
is open all year round, Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm. There are 13 
childcare staff in total. Of these, nine hold appropriate childcare qualifications at 
level 2 or above, and two hold a childcare qualification at level 6. The nursery 
receives funding to provide early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Clark
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector made observations throughout the inspection of children's 
experiences in the setting, and assessed the impact that this was having on 
children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about their experiences in the setting.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n A meeting was held with the manager. This included a review of relevant 

documentation, including staff suitability and training. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Shining Stars Day Nursery
13 October 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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