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Inspection of Beacon View Primary
Academy

Allaway Avenue, Paulsgrove, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO6 3PS

Inspection dates: 27 and 28 September 2022
Overall effectiveness Requires improvement
The quality of education Requires improvement
Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Good



Ofsted

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils at Beacon View enjoy coming to their school. They are proud of it and keen to
explain why. They particularly like meeting visitors to the school. These have
recently included an author and a mobile farm. Pupils learn about their local
community through such experiences. Staff know the pupils extremely well. They
use this knowledge to form strong relationships with families. This means that from
the moment pupils start school, whether this in early years or later, they are
nurtured and cared for. As one parent said, ‘My child has thrived in school and looks
forward to attending every day.’

Pupils and their families appreciate the significant improvements in behaviour. Pupils
are clear what leaders expect of them. The school’s values of respect, responsibility
and resilience permeate daily school life. Pupils know who to talk to if they have any
worries. They understand that bullying is not accepted. Pupils are rightly confident
that staff deal quickly with any incidents of unkind behaviour. As a result, pupils feel
safe at school.

Pupils are enthusiastic about their learning and work hard. However, leaders
recognise that pupils do not always achieve as well as they could. They have well-
considered plans to address this, but many developments are in their early stages.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have made significant improvements to the school, following a lengthy
period of instability. They expect children from Nursery upwards to come to school
regularly and behave well. The atmosphere in school has been transformed.
Classrooms are calm and playtimes are enjoyable. Attendance is improving and the
number of suspensions has fallen dramatically. Leaders know exactly what to do to
improve pupils’ learning. They are sensibly using the trust’s curriculum planning,
alongside published schemes, to structure teaching. Leaders know these changes
are in their early stages.

Over time, pupils have not achieved as well as they could in English and
mathematics. Leaders have now made sure that the curriculum content is clear and
staff are well trained in teaching it and checking on pupils’ learning. However,
because these are recent changes, pupils have not yet had time to be able to catch
up with their learning. Teachers take this into account and adjust their teaching. The
recently appointed special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) is working hard to
help teachers to identify pupils who need extra help with their learning. This
includes supporting staff, so that they can meet the needs of pupils with special
education needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

Leaders prioritise reading and help pupils to develop a love for it. Pupils enjoy voting
for their class stories and can explain why they choose them. However, a significant
number of pupils across the school are not yet reading as well as they should be.
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Leaders have introduced a new phonics scheme to address this. Staff have been
trained well in the scheme and make sure pupils read books that match the sounds
they are learning. Pupils know their new reading routines and enjoy learning their
sounds with ‘Fred the frog’. Older pupils who need help with their reading now
receive it. These improvements are, though, very recent and yet to make up for past
weaknesses.

Pupils learn well in some subjects, where curriculum thinking has been in place for a
while. In other subjects, however, planning has only recently been introduced.
Subject leaders are also mostly new to their role and are still in the process of
sharing the content with teachers. This means that teachers are not always sure
about what pupils need to know and remember. As a result, in these subjects pupils
are not learning as well as they should be.

Pupils’ personal development is a high priority. Leaders plan opportunities to
broaden pupils’ experiences. For example, pupils visit Southsea Castle and
Portsmouth’s Historic Dockyard. These trips help pupils to grow an awareness of
their local area and how it has changed over time. Year 5 pupils participate in a
residential trip to the Isle of Wight, where they spend time away from home with
their friends. They benefit from the confidence this gives them and the social skills
they develop.

Leaders carefully plan professional development for staff. This has a clear focus on
improving teaching, so that pupils learn well over time. Staff workload is considered
and they feel well supported by leaders. Governors and leaders work together to
improve the school.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders consider pupils’ safety at all times. There is a school-wide atmosphere of
vigilance and support. Regular training and information sharing mean that all staff
know how to identify and report any concerns. Leaders communicate well with other
agencies to make sure families receive help. They know their families well and use
this knowledge to get the right support for them. Pupils learn about how to keep
safe online. They know what to do if they are worried about anything they come
across. Governors are clear about their safeguarding responsibilities. They regularly
examine the school’s procedures, including those for recruiting new staff.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
B Improvements to the curriculum in reading, writing and mathematics have only

recently been introduced. There are too many pupils who are not reaching the
standards they should. Leaders should ensure that these improvements are
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embedded, so that gaps in pupils’ knowledge and skills are addressed and pupils
learn the intended curriculum

B Many of the leaders of foundation subjects lack experience. This hinders the pace
of change to improve pupils’ learning. Senior leaders should continue to develop
subject leaders’ knowledge of how pupils learn in their subject and their skills to
lead and support staff to improve the curriculum.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.

Inspection report: Beacon View Primary Academy 4
27 and 28 September 2022


http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings

Oféted

School details

Unique reference number 139065

Local authority Portsmouth
Inspection number 10227047

Type of school Primary

School category Academy sponsor-led
Age range of pupils 3to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 371

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Dame Yasmin Bevan

Principal Sally Hodgson

Website www.beaconviewprimary.co.uk
Date of previous inspection 28 February — 1 March 2017, under

section 5 of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school is part of the United Learning Trust.

B The board of trustees has delegated some strategic responsibilities to the school’s
local governing body. This is set out in the trust’s scheme of delegation. The
school is supported by trust leaders, including the regional director of education.

W The school currently uses two alternative providers.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
leaders and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the school.

B The inspection team carried out deep dives into these subjects: early reading,
English, mathematics, geography and art. To do this, they met with subject
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leaders, looked at curriculum plans, had discussions with staff and pupils, visited
lessons and looked at pupils” work.

B Pupils across the school were observed reading to a familiar adult by the lead
inspector.

B Inspectors took account of parents’ responses to Ofsted Parent View and parents’
written comments. An inspector also talked with groups of parents on the
morning of the first day of inspection.

B Inspectors met with a range of staff to gather their views about the school and
took account of staff’s responses to Ofsted’s confidential staff questionnaire.

B During the inspection, inspectors met with a range of pupils to discuss their views
about the school and talked to them informally during social times. Inspectors
took account of pupils’ responses to the pupil questionnaire.

B The lead inspector met with the trust’s regional director of education and two
members of the local governing body, including the chair of governors. The lead
inspector held a discussion with a trustee.

Bm An inspector held telephone discussions with the headteachers of the alternative
provision being used by the school.

Inspection team

Kate Fripp, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector

Rachel Goplen Ofsted Inspector

Sarah Brinkley Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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