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Inspection date: 12 October 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children arrive at the setting happy and separate from their parents and/or carers
with ease. They greet familiar staff with a smile and a cuddle. Children are
becoming independent. Staff encourage them to put their belongings away for
themselves. Children place their lunchbox in the trolley when they arrive. They are
proud and responsible. Children take turns to be the 'daily helper' and enjoy
completing specific tasks, such as shaking the tambourine to let their friends know
it is time to tidy up. They are valued by those around them and learn to show their
appreciation for others. Children share their thanks with the daily helper and
comment on the kind things this person has done for the wider group throughout
the day. This supports their well-being and growing self-esteem. Children freely
access the well-resourced outdoor area. They enthusiastically create their own
obstacle course from tyres, ladders and planks of wood. Children access running
water from the tap and enjoy filling and emptying containers. They pretend this is
honey to pour over an 'ice-cream' they have made for staff. Children are fascinated
by the world around them and excitedly show visitors a worm. They display an
accurate understanding of measurement and point out a tiny worm and one that is
bigger. Children say, 'The bug hotel has it's lights off'. They learn that worms like
the dark because they live underground.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff support children's understanding of technology well. They recently installed
a wildlife camera to monitor any animals that enter the setting's outdoor area at
night. Children watch the footage back with staff and excitedly discover a
squirrel and a magpie visiting the garden.

B The manager strives for excellence. She continuously reflects on the service the
setting provides and identifies some areas for further development. The
manager explains how she intends to introduce a recycling project to facilitate
children's learning about the environment during their time at the setting.

m Staff value children's diverse backgrounds. They encourage parents to share
traditions from home so they can celebrate these authentically in the setting.
Parents come in to read stories and share activities with the children. For
example, at Chinese New Year, parents help children to create paper lanterns.

B The manager ensures that any additional funding is used effectively to support
children's individual needs. For example, they use funding to access forest
school sessions at the local school. This supports children's overall development
and develops familiarity with school routines, so children feel prepared for this
transition when the time comes for them to move on.

B Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff share information with them about
children's learning and development at drop-off and collection times. Staff
recently created 'learning at home' bags to support parents to continue
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children's learning at home. Parents appreciate the setting's book share scheme,
where children are able to borrow books to read at home with their families.

W Staff are extremely content in their roles. They feel supported by the manager
and by their colleagues. The manager meets with the staff team once a month
to discuss best practice, such as the importance of asking questions which give
children time to think and respond. Although the manager identifies weaknesses
in practice, she is yet to find effective ways to consistently monitor staff's
practice and raise the quality of teaching to an outstanding level.

m All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities,
make good progress. The manager and the special educational needs
coordinator work well with the local authority and external agencies, such as
speech and language therapists. Regular meetings with professionals and
parents mean that support is put in place promptly.

m Children learn about the importance of making healthy choices. They routinely
wash their hands before mealtimes. Staff encourage children to eat their savoury
food and fruit before sweeter lunchbox items. Children comment that 'carrots
help you to see in the dark'.

m Children have access to wide range of books. They enjoy looking at them
independently and share their ideas, making links between the animals in the
story. For example, children point out that the bird has a long neck just like the
giraffe. However, they do not always display high levels of engagement during
group story time. Staff do not always fully consider how is best manage group
activities to capture the attention of all children and make sure they equally
benefit from planned learning experiences.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff understand their role to keep children safe from harm. They
undertake regular safeguarding training and discuss child protection at every staff
meeting to ensure they have the required knowledge to recognise a concern. Staff
display an awareness of the signs and symptoms of potential abuse and neglect,
including the signs children may display if exposed to extreme views and
behaviours. They have a good knowledge of reporting procedures and know the
correct action to take should they have a concern about a child or colleague.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance ways to monitor staff's practice and identify specific areas for support
to raise the quality of teaching to an outstanding level

W review the organisation of group activities, such as story time, to make sure all
children equally benefit from planned learning experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2589056

Local authority South Gloucestershire
Inspection humber 10249143

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person LA Childcare Ltd
Telephone number 07444142466

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Apples registered in 2020. It is located in the grounds of Little Stoke Primary
School in Bristol. The setting is open each weekday from 9am to 3pm during term
time. It employs six members of staff to work directly with children. Of these, four
hold suitable early years qualifications at level 3 and one holds level 4. The setting
is in receipt of funding for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Holly Smith
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Inspection activities

W This is the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
manager and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the setting.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed the early years curriculum the setting provides.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke to staff, children and parents at appropriate times during
the inspection and took account of their views.

B The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She sampled documentation
including evidence of the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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