
Inspection of Nursery On The Green
Cricket Green, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 4LB

Inspection date: 12 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy at the nursery and greeted warmly by the friendly staff. They 
form close bonds with their key persons, who know them well. Children benefit 
from a varied curriculum that staff plan to help them to make good progress in 
their learning. Babies feel secure because staff are nurturing, and they enjoy 
snuggling up to them. Babies move freely, exploring their environment and gaining 
confidence in their mobility. They excitedly bob up and down while singing 'Five 
Little Ducks' and enjoy the rhythm. They explore sound while using musical 
instruments and experiment with texture during sand play.

Older children are good communicators and engage well with their peers. They 
proudly talk about their families while looking at photos they have brought in from 
home. This supports their sense of belonging and builds their self-esteem. Staff 
successfully develop children's understanding of mathematical concepts, such as 
counting, size and space. During an activity about oral health, children count how 
many teeth they have and say which teeth are big and small. They know which 
foods are bad for teeth and talk about when they have visited the dentist and 'sit 
on the big chair'.

Children behave well and learn expectations. Staff encourage kind and considerate 
behaviour. Children understand the routines such as helping to scrape their plates 
clean after lunchtime. Children respond positively to gentle reminders from staff to 
share and take turns. Younger children are supported to manage their feelings and 
older children show care and concern for each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team are good role models and enthusiastic. They have been 
reflective since the last inspection and have taken effective action to address 
previous actions raised. There have been some changes in the management 
structure, however, despite this, there is a commitment to providing good 
quality care for children. Staff have been supported to develop their skills 
through a range of training opportunities. Subsequently, all children make good 
progress in their learning.

n Children enjoy being physically active. All children benefit from regular outdoor 
play opportunities. Babies show delight as staff throw and catch balls with them. 
Older children skilfully navigate the climbing frame, developing their coordination 
and balance.

n Children learn about a range of interesting topics. They confidently talk about 
sunflowers they have planted and know they need water and sunlight to grow. 
They have opportunities to explore outside of the setting, such as collecting 
conkers during nature walks. They positively learn about diversity when they 
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focus on the story 'Handa's Surprise'. The nursery has strong community links 
and actively supports inclusion. 

n Overall, staff support children's language and communication skills. Staff 
regularly read stories and sing songs with children throughout the day. However, 
there are some missed opportunities to extend children's language and 
vocabulary through good questioning and engaging children in more meaningful 
conversations. 

n Children benefit from a range of nutritious meals and snacks, which are freshly 
prepared on site. Mealtimes are a sociable experience. Children's independence 
skills are supported. Older children self-serve their own meals and babies learn 
how to put on their coats to play outdoors. 

n Staff support children's language through the use of signs and symbols. They 
obtain some useful key words in children's home languages. However, staff do 
not use these consistently to further support children who speak English as an 
additional language.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their duty to protect children they care for. Leaders and staff have 
a clear understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. They know signs that 
may indicate that a child is at risk of harm and know who to report any concerns to 
in a timely manner. Leaders ensure that staff regularly update their safeguarding 
training and test out staff knowledge. Children also learn to take some 
responsibility for the safety of others. For example, staff offer gentle reminders 
about how to play in the sand safely, so that it does not go into other children's 
eyes. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop consistency in staff's teaching of communication and language, to 
provide more opportunities for children to build their language and thinking skills

n extend staff's knowledge and skills to enable them to support children who 
speak English as an additional language as well as possible.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 138229

Local authority Merton 

Inspection number 10213423

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 12

Name of registered person Nursery on the Green (UK) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525597

Telephone number 0208 648 2446 0208 648 3581

Date of previous inspection 13 October 2021

Information about this early years setting

Nursery On The Green registered in 1993. It operates from self-contained rooms in 
Mitcham Methodist Church and also has use of the main hall and an enclosed 
outdoor area. The nursery opens each weekday between 7.30am and 6pm all year 
round, apart from bank holidays. It receives funding for the provision of early 
education to children aged two, three and four years. There are eight staff who 
work with the children, all staff hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Brewer
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector observed teaching practices and considered the impact these have 
on children's learning.

n The deputy carried out a joint observation of an activity of with the inspector.
n The inspector held discussions with members of the leadership team, staff, 

children and parents.
n The inspector sampled some of the setting's documentation, including staff 

training records and children's two year progress checks.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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