
Inspection of Little Cheeky Monkeys
Sterling House, St. Ives Works, Accrington Road, Blackburn, Blackburn With 
Darwen BB1 2FB

Inspection date: 10 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, safe and settled in the care of nurturing staff, who clearly want 
the best for them. Children's chatter fills the air as they explore the wide range of 
opportunities that staff provide. Babies develop strong attachments to staff. This 
gives them confidence and successfully promotes their inquisitive natures. For 
example, babies delight in working out how to successfully stack blocks. They show 
surprise and giggle as they push the blocks over. Older children make decisions 
about what they would like to play with. For example, children who have earlier 
enjoyed a story about a friendly monster use play dough to model a monster and 
recall events in the story.

Children understand the high expectations staff have for them. They calmly play 
alongside each other and engage deeply in the activities provided. Children of all 
ages show kindness and consideration for each other. For example, as they play 
outside, children check that they each have a basket to gather 'pirate' treasure, so 
that nobody is left out of the excitement.

Staff give high priority to developing all children's communication skills. They quite 
rightly recognise that effective communication skills are the 'golden keys' to 
effective learning in all other areas of the curriculum. Where children may require 
extra support, staff skilfully employ a range of strategies that help to ensure that 
all children become effective communicators.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, leaders and managers have worked incredibly hard to 
significantly improve practice throughout the nursery. A comprehensive review 
of every aspect of nursery life has been undertaken by leaders and managers 
who aspire to be outstanding. Self-evaluation is robust and accurate. The 
manager offers a range of professional development and coaching opportunities 
to her committed staff team. Staff feel very well supported and are actively 
encouraged to enhance their professional qualifications. They remark that the 
nursery is 'the best place to work'. 

n Staff provide an exciting and varied curriculum based upon their knowledge of 
what children need to learn next. They use children's developing interests 
successfully to help to engage and motivate children in their learning. Staff are 
clear about what they intend children to learn as a result of the planned 
activities they provide. However, occasionally, some staff do not always 
recognise opportunities as they occur in children's self-chosen play, to build 
upon children's previous learning.

n Staff observe and monitor children's progress. They quickly identify any 
emerging gaps in children's learning and development. This enables them to 
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swiftly seek the support that some children may need in order to make 
continued good progress. The special educational needs coordinator works in 
close partnership with a wide range of outside agencies to help to ensure that 
children's individual needs are effectively met.

n Children of all ages are confident and enthusiastic learners, who are not afraid to 
try new experiences. All children demonstrate a positive can-do attitude to their 
learning. For example, toddlers persevere when using safety scissors to cut 
through cooked pasta. Older children carefully listen to instructions as they are 
taught to cut through vegetables while under the close supervision of staff. 
Opportunities such as these help to develop children's resilience and willingness 
to persevere. 

n Children are taught to respect and value the similarities and differences between 
themselves and others. Staff undertake a wide range of activities that reflect the 
unique cultures of children's families. Furthermore, children as young as two 
years of age recognise that some children may need glasses to help them to 
see. They eagerly try on a range of sunglasses frames in order to look like their 
friends. This helps to develop children's confidence and self-esteem. 

n Children are taught the importance of leading a healthy lifestyle. The nursery 
provides a wide range of healthy and nutritious homemade meals and snacks. 
Water is available in each room for children to drink throughout the day in order 
to remain hydrated. Children understand why they must wash their hands before 
eating. Toddlers also tell staff that they need to go and wash their hands after 
blowing their nose at the 'snuffle station'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are knowledgeable about child protection. They understand how to keep 
children safe and confidently identify possible signs that a child may be at risk of 
harm. Staff know the procedures they should follow if they have concerns about 
children or a member of staff. They receive regular training, so that they can keep 
their knowledge up to date. Staff undertake regular risk assessments of the 
environments to help to ensure they remain a safe place in which children can play. 
Robust recruitment and vetting procedures ensure that all staff are suitable to work 
with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to utilise all opportunities to precisely build upon what children 
know and can do during children's self-chosen play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2509658

Local authority Blackburn with Darwen

Inspection number 10213425

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 101

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Little Cheeky Monkeys Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2509657

Telephone number 01254 677322

Date of previous inspection 13 October 2021

Information about this early years setting

Little Cheeky Monkeys registered in 2019. The nursery employs 13 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early years qualifications ranging from 
level 2 to level 6. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except for 
one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Farrington
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed the continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all the 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at nursery.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the nursery 

manager. 
n The manager spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector during the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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