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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement
The quality of education Requires improvement
Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement
Personal development Requires improvement
Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision requires improvement

Children have established a close relationship with the childminder and her family.
They are happy and secure in her care. Children engage in freely chosen play for
most of the day. However, they move between indoors and the garden, and from
one toy to another, with limited focus. Young children progress well in their
physical development. For example, they enjoy playing with the ride-on toys in the
garden and develop coordination as they practise throwing and kicking balls. The
support for their language development is less effective.

Older children benefit from the childminder playing alongside them to support their
emerging writing skills. For example, they make squiggly lines and draw different
shapes with a paintbrush in a tray of rice.

The childminder has high expectations for children's behaviour. She supports
younger children's interaction with others to help them develop friendships and
cooperate as they learn to share resources. The impact of the childminder's
ongoing support is evident in the behaviour of the older children. They are polite,
kind and helpful. Children begin to learn to share and respect the needs of others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Parents comment they are happy with the childminding service. They report
there is a 'real home-from-home feeling' at the setting. Parents receive regular
information about the various activities their children are engaged in.

B The childminder does not make effective use of assessment to clearly identify
what children already know and need to learn next. This particularly relates to
the youngest children. This reduces her ability to plan effectively for each
individual child's learning. Young children enjoy exploring the environment and
choosing toys to play with. However, their learning is not challenged as
effectively as possible. Older children benefit from the childminder teaching
mathematical concepts during activities. For instance, they learn the difference
between 'tall' and 'long' when they build with blocks.

B The childminder aims to build on the vocabulary of older children. She engages
them in meaningful conversations. She gives them time to create their own play
and express their thoughts and ideas to reach their own conclusions. The
childminder listens carefully when children talk about their families and pets.
This helps them to feel valued. She introduces new words as children play.
However, she does not make the best use of the resources and activities
available, such as books, rhymes and poems, to support their language skills
even further. In addition, music plays constantly in the background. This creates
a distraction and impacts on children's ability to listen and concentrate.

B The childminder plans interesting physical and sensory activities for children.
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Children develop their hand-eye coordination. For example, they use spoons and
scoops to fill containers with coloured rice when they explore and investigate.
Older children choose a 'gingerbread man' shaped cutter to fill with rice and
creatively add different wooden rings for buttons. The childminder makes the
most of these opportunities to promote children's mathematical understanding.

B The childminder offers children healthy food options. This supports their
understanding of good oral health. She ensures children maintain good hygiene
procedures, such as regularly washing their hands. The childminder knows how
to support children to be physically active. For example, they collect autumn
leaves on walks in the local community and play in the childminder's garden.
Children begin to develop an understanding of the wider world and community
in which they live.

B The childminder encourages children to be independent and develop a sense of
responsibility. She gives them appropriate tasks to carry out. For example,
children use a child's broom to help the childminder sweep rice off the floor.
They confidently manage several tasks for themselves, such as changing their
own shoes and pouring their drinks. Children develop the self-help skills needed
for school.

W The childminder is eager to develop her practice and seeks support where
needed, such as from the local authority early years team. She has begun to
seek professional development opportunities. For example, the childminder has
attended training to gain more knowledge about how to support children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities. However, she does not
appropriately complete records of medicines given to children. This has not
impacted on any child's health or well-being to date, but these are required
records.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good knowledge of child protection and how to protect
children in her care. She is aware of the signs and symptoms that may indicate a
child is at risk of harm. The childminder has secure knowledge of local
safeguarding procedures and where to report any concerns. She recognises how to
identify those children that may develop extreme views or behaviours and knows
the importance of monitoring children's attendance. Risk assessment is effective.
Children learn how to keep themselves safe. For example, the childminder explains
that cutting grapes in half helps to prevent choking.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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ensure that information about children's |31/10/2022
needs for medicine is kept up to date,
and maintain the required written record
of medicines administered

improve assessment processes to 31/10/2022
identify more pertinent next steps in
learning, and plan precisely to help
children make the best possible progress
right from the start.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m develop further the support for children to develop their vocabulary
B minimise background music to help children listen and concentrate.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2590989
Local authority Kent
Inspection humber 10251235
Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto5

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2020. She lives in Sevenoaks, Kent. The childminder
works Monday to Thursday, from 8am to 5.30pm, all year round. She receives early
education funding for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Winnan

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector carried out a learning walk with the childminder to understand
how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.

B The inspector held discussions with the childminder and interacted with children
at appropriate times during the inspection.

B A sample of documents were reviewed by the inspector, including the
safeguarding children policy, attendance register, and accident and medication
records.

B The inspector spoke to parents and read some comments about the service
provided.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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