
Inspection of Thorney Island Nursery
Baker Barracks, Thorney Island, Emsworth, Hampshire PO10 8DH

Inspection date: 5 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Weaknesses in the leadership and management of the nursery have a significant 
impact on the overall quality of the provision and how well children are 
safeguarded. Despite this, children arrive at nursery eager to start their learning 
and play with their friends. Familiar staff warmly greet their key families. As a 
result, children settle quickly, demonstrating that they feel safe and secure. 

Children access resources independently. They make their own choices about their 
play and direct their own learning. All children enjoy spending time outdoors. Older 
children show critical thinking and determination as they practise their problem-
solving and physical skills. They navigate assault courses that they have built 
themselves, under the close supervision of staff. Younger children explore 
resources in a newly refurbished garden. They delight in the open-ended 
opportunities for physical play that the garden provides, such as riding tricycles, 
playing football and accessing water and sand play. 

Staff focus on supporting children's communication and language skills, which helps 
their future learning. For example, at lunchtime, children were discussing why they 
could still see through their cups, even though they were filled with water. Staff 
introduced the new word 'transparent' when explaining the properties of the 
beakers. Children went on to think about what other transparent items they could 
see through. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has failed to meet their legal responsibility to notify Ofsted of 
changes to committee members so that necessary suitability checks can be 
carried out. Members of the committee do not have a full understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities. This compromises children's safety. 

n There fails to be an effective system in place to provide staff and managers with 
regular and effective supervision, support, coaching and training. Staff fail to 
have a suitable workload and, although children's day-to-day learning is 
currently unaffected, staff are unhappy and overworked.

n Managers do, however, observe staff while they work and give them feedback 
on their practice. This enables them to evaluate the quality of education and 
identify any areas to improve. This helps to maintain the good standard and 
quality of education provided.

n Staff use effective teaching methods, such as questioning and modelling, which 
help all children to make good progress. For example, when children try to build 
a bridge outdoors with wooden planks and tyres, staff ask questions, such as 
'What do you think we could do to make it strong?'

n Young children have good independence skills. They sit quietly to have lunch 
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and try really hard to feed themselves with a spoon and fork. They use their 
fingers to push the last few grains of rice onto their fork. They are given time to 
sit and enjoy the home-cooked meals with their friends. Staff support them with 
cutting up their food and talk to them about the benefits of eating up their 
vegetables.

n There is an effective key-person system in place. Staff are aware of children's 
home circumstances and previous experiences. This enables them to assess 
children's development and plan to extend their learning experiences 
accordingly.

n Staff work well with partner agencies to safeguard vulnerable children. Children 
with additional needs receive targeted interventions to help them make good 
progress from their starting points.

n Parents new to the setting know their child's key person and comment about 
how effectively they helped their children to settle. As a result, parents and 
children feel safe, secure and welcomed at the setting.

n Children know the routine of the nursery and look forward to key health and 
well-being sessions, such as yoga. They can accurately predict the next move 
and carry out the actions with great dexterity and concentration. Younger 
children look forward to their nursery walks, which promotes their physical and 
emotional development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

The staff team and manager complete regular safeguarding training. They are alert 
to the signs and indications of possible abuse. Staff know how to record and report 
patterns in behaviour that could be a cause for concern. Staff understand what to 
do and who they should contact if they are concerned about a member of staff. 
Staff have a good knowledge of wider safeguarding issues, such as 'Prevent' duty 
and female genital mutilation. Staff use risk assessments and daily checks to 
ensure the environment and activities are safe and secure. However, the provider 
fails to meet the safeguarding and welfare requirements in accordance with the 
guidance given in the 'Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage', as 
they have not notified Ofsted about all committee members so that suitability 
checks can be carried out. As such, there is a lack of oversight and accountability 
for safeguarding within the provision.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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ensure robust procedures are in place to 
provide Ofsted with all necessary 
information about new committee 
members so that essential suitability 
checks can be carried out

19/10/2022

provide staff and managers with regular 
and effective supervision, support, 
coaching and training

19/10/2022

ensure that all committee members have 
a full understanding of their role and 
legal responsibilities.

19/10/2022
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Setting details
Unique reference number 113670

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10228170

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 64

Name of registered person Thorney Island Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904764

Telephone number 01243388345

Date of previous inspection 14 December 2016

Information about this early years setting

Thorney Island Nursery registered in 2004. It operates from premises on the Baker 
Barracks site in Thorny Island, Portsmouth. The nursery is open Monday to 
Thursday, from 7.30am to 5.30pm, and from 7.30am to 3pm on Friday. It operates 
for 38 weeks of the year, during term times only. The breakfast club operates 
Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 9am. The after-school club operates Monday to 
Thursday, from 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Both out-of-school clubs run during term times 
only. The nursery is in receipt of funding for free early education for children aged 
two, three and four years. There are seven members of staff, six of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications to at least level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leanne Merritt
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting has received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and also 
spoke to the children.

n The inspector and manager conducted a learning walk. The manager told the 
inspector what they want children to learn and how they would achieve this.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint inspection. They observed how 
well staff teach children and what they want them to learn.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took into account their views.
n The inspector looked at a range of relevant documentation, including 

qualifications and vetting arrangements for staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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