
Inspection of Mini Me's Beach Nursery
55 Carr Gate, Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 1LB

Inspection date: 3 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are exceptionally well settled at this awe-inspiring and unique nursery. 
They are mesmerised by the experiences on offer. For example, children attend 
regular beach school sessions, take trips on the ferry and explore the local woods. 
Children learn to follow rules and understand how to keep themselves safe. The 
incredible environment allows children to play and become immersed in their 
learning. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, parents and children had some 
anxiety when separating from each other. Managers have now implemented a 
thorough settling-in procedure which includes home visits. Parents truly value this 
approach as staff know children exceptionally well and fully understand children's 
individual needs and how to support their emotional well-being. Staff, parents and 
children build wonderful relationships with each other. This helps children to feel 
happy and secure. 

Children are incredibly engaged in their learning. Babies babble with delight while 
making their own choices during their play. They develop their senses and become 
excited when exploring shaving foam and pretend snow. Older children eagerly 
compare the sizes of the leaves that they harvest. They focus intently while 
counting stones and develop their mathematical concepts as they balance items on 
the scale to explore the weight. Children are motivated and keen to learn; this will 
benefit them immensely when they move to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leaders of this nursery are inspirational. Their ambition to prepare children 
for school is consistently embedded across the nursery. Every single person 
involved, including children, staff and parents, fully support the ethos. This is 
what makes this nursery so special.

n All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, 
make excellent progress. The curriculum is inspiring. It progressively builds on 
the knowledge and skills that children already have, and what they need to learn 
next. Staff expertly follow children's interests to keep them highly engaged in all 
that they do. This means that children are exceptionally well prepared for their 
next stages in learning.

n Huge consideration is given by staff to developing children's communication 
skills. Staff support children to learn sign language from the earliest age. They 
use highly effective questioning techniques to help children to think carefully and 
develop their vocabulary. For example, while talking about acorns, children learn 
the correct vocabulary and explain the 'cupule' looks like a hat. Children are 
extremely confident communicators.

n Staff expertly promote children's physical development. For example, babies 
build strong core muscles and learn to move about. Toddlers learn how to 
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balance on bicycles and climb on low-level equipment. Older children show 
remarkable strength as they dig holes in wet sand on the beach to search for 
water beneath. These activities help children develop coordination and dexterity.

n Children access an abundance of quality books throughout the day. They relish 
in the sheer delight of sitting together quietly in a cosy tent reading in the 
garden. Children love their visits to the local library and proudly explain they 
have their own library cards. Parents are eager to lend books from the nursery 
library to share with their children at home. Children develop a tremendous love 
of reading.

n Care practices are exceptional. Children's independence is promoted from the 
very start. For example, babies feed themselves with spoons. Children hang their 
belongings up and persevere while getting their outdoor waterproof clothes on. 
They eat and serve themselves healthy, home-cooked food. Children grow their 
own produce, such as herbs and carrots, and are excited to harvest these when 
they are ready. Children develop into exemplary responsible characters.

n Children's learning about the world around them is phenomenal. They visit the 
beach. Children litter pick to keep the environment safe and learn about life 
cycles as they investigate rock pools. They understand about similarities and 
differences between themselves and others. Children visit local nursing homes 
and deliver food parcels in the community. Children learn that differences should 
be celebrated and respected. Children are extremely confident in social 
situations.

n Partnership working is excellent. Leaders create strong links with local schools 
and staff work astoundingly well with external professionals and parents so that 
children get the support that they need to truly thrive. In addition, the links with 
the local community are excellent. Parents who need help are offered it 
immediately or referred on to other agencies. This means children and their 
families feel supported and valued.

n The leaders offer a programme of bespoke training and support for staff. This is 
tailored to staff's individual needs and helps them to achieve qualifications and 
improve their skills. Staff identify training they feel would benefit the children, 
and leaders ensure they have every opportunity to develop skills. Staff feel 
supported and have exceptionally high levels of well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff are passionate about continuously updating their 
own knowledge so they can be alert to all possible safeguarding concerns and any 
needs arising in the local area. All staff understand the procedures they must follow 
should they have concerns for the welfare of a child or concerns about the conduct 
of someone working with children. The management team consistently tests and 
strengthens staff knowledge, so they can confidently deal with any situation. All 
staff have been trained in paediatric first aid so any accidents can be confidently 
dealt with. This helps to keep children safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2589255

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10249153

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person Mini Me's (Fleetwood) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531131

Telephone number 01253855486

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mini Me's Beach Nursery registered in 2020. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery employs 16 
childcare staff; all hold appropriate early years qualifications. One member of staff 
has qualified teacher status. The nursery provides funded early years education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Deborah Magee
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Parents, staff and children shared feedback with the inspector.
n The managers and the inspector carried out joint observations of activities and 

evaluated the effectiveness together.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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