
Inspection of Nesscliffe House Nursery 
School
8 Longden Road, Shrewsbury SY3 7EY

Inspection date: 22 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive at this highly engaging and inspirational setting happy and eager to 
learn. Staff support new starters with compassion as they part from their parents. 
Children are soon engrossed in the stimulating and nurturing environment. There is 
a purposeful start to the day. Staff encourage children's independence as they find 
their name and hang up coats and bags. They place their lunch boxes on the shelf 
and put on aprons for the day's activities. Staff ensure children can achieve their 
tasks. For example, they use a variety of ways to support children in finding their 
own name peg, such as using names, pictures and colours. This raises children's 
confidence and self-esteem.

The well-sequenced curriculum develops children's thinking skills. It deepens their 
understanding as it builds carefully on previous learning and creates challenge. 
There is a strong focus on language enrichment. Staff model words to ensure 
correct pronunciation. They ask inspiring questions of the children and carefully 
give them time to respond. Staff also introduce new words, such as 'coronation', 
'floral' and 'fragrance', in context during activities. Extra curriculum activities further 
enhance children's learning. They enjoy yoga, French and art lessons. Children's 
behaviour is good. The setting promotes tolerance of others and skilfully teaches 
children those values.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers are inspirational and passionate, and staff have extensive 
qualifications and experience. They are keen to continue with professional 
development to extend their already outstanding knowledge even further. 
Managers have high expectations of themselves, their staff and the children. 
They constantly evaluate the nursery to ensure they provide an outstanding 
teaching and learning environment. This helps to ensure the best outcomes for 
the children. 

n Managers and staff fully understand how children learn. The environment is very 
well equipped with a range of age-appropriate resources. They use this to create 
challenge and fully support each child's next stage of learning. 

n Staff develop an engaging and ambitious curriculum. This gives children the 
opportunity to extend their learning through extremely well-considered and 
implemented activities. Efficient assessment ensures learning is secure and 
embedded. The curriculum builds on children's past experiences and develops 
skills for their future learning. 

n Staff use a range of techniques to help children build their confidence. For 
example, children act out 'The Three Little Pigs' as staff enthusiastically narrate 
the story. This excites the children and engages them well. It helps to develop 
their attention span, listening skills and self-esteem. 
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n There is a great importance given to routines. Children know what to expect and 
follow the structure of the day well. This gives them confidence to separate from 
parents and ensure they are ready for the learning experiences of the day.

n Children relish in the opportunities to enhance their physical skills. Frequent 
access to the space in the large garden and the wide range of purposeful 
activities enable children to move freely and in a range of ways. For example, 
they use balancing beams, bikes with pedals and hula hoops with increasing 
skill. 

n Children learn about simple mathematical concepts in varying contexts, and this 
enables them to link their learning. They thoroughly enjoy using an innovative 
range of resources, for example conkers and stones, to count, sort and stack.  

n Managers and staff promote an understanding of the community around them. 
Children visit the museum, look at different types of homes on the river and visit 
local shops. These experiences help to enrich the children's outlook on the world 
and develop their sense of community.

n Parent partnerships are excellent. Parents are very complimentary about the 
nursery and explain how well the staff support them in all areas. They get a 
wealth of information about their children's day and have daily conversations, 
termly reports and individual meetings to discuss children's progress and next 
steps. This helps to promote learning at home and helps children to reach their 
full potential. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff understand their roles and responsibilities and ensure children 
are protected from harm. They recognise the different types of abuse and the signs 
and symptoms that may indicate that a child is at risk of harm. They understand 
the procedures if allegations are made against staff. Managers have a secure 
recruitment procedure in place and ensure all staff are suitable to work with 
children. Staff are deployed effectively to supervise children and ensure their 
safety. Daily risk assessments are carried out. The nursery is clean, and toys and 
resources are well maintained. Children help tidy up after themselves. They are 
encouraged to look after resources and respect their environment. This helps 
children to develop important knowledge and skills and promotes their future 
learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY450312

Local authority Shropshire 

Inspection number 10235888

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Janette Griffiths & Caroline Tay Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901934

Telephone number 07531626499

Date of previous inspection 9 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Nesscliffe House Nursery School registered in 2012. The nursery employs five 
members of childcare staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
or above, including one primary school teacher and an early years graduate. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am to 
3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual about 
the leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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