
Inspection of Queniborough Pre-
School Partnership
Queniborough Village Hall, Rearsby Road, Leicester, Leicestershire LE7 3DH

Inspection date: 27 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the pre-school with smiles on their faces. Staff warmly greet 
them at the door and take their hand to lead them into the main playroom. 
Children quickly find their friends and settle to an activity. They use their 
imagination well as they play with a doctor's medical kit. Children dress up as 
nurses and attend to the medical needs of a range of 'poorly' soft toys. They 
administer medication to their poorly patients to help them feel better. Children 
happily share and take turns with the equipment as they play together. Staff model 
language in relation to the medical equipment. The children copy language such as 
'stethoscope' and 'syringe'.

Children are confident and independent learners. They eagerly throw beanbags and 
balls into the middle of a hoop. They are persistent when they find it difficult at 
first to aim the ball or beanbags into the target. Staff encourage and praise them 
for trying, rewarding their efforts. Staff support children to work together to join 
pieces of drainpipe into a track to roll balls down. When balls get stuck in the 
pipes, staff support the children to work out how to rearrange the drainpipes so 
that the balls can travel freely through them. Children cheer with delight as their 
balls roll out.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have a clear curriculum intention to support children to 
develop the skills they will need for the next stage in their education. Staff use 
information from observations of children to plan for their individual next steps 
in development. They provide activities that help children build on what they 
already know and can do. 

n The new manager has been proactive in addressing the weaknesses identified at 
the previous inspection. She has used feedback and support from the local 
authority, staff, parents and children to help inform plans for improvement. Staff 
say that they feel supported and valued in their role. However, the new system 
in place for monitoring staff teaching and the implementation of the curriculum 
are not yet embedded. As a result, staff's delivery of the curriculum is varied. 

n Staff support children to use mathematical language in their play. Children are 
encouraged to count and talk about weight and capacity as they fill and empty 
containers with rice. They work together to solve problems as they join pieces of 
a train track together. Children use the language that they have learned as they 
talk about speed, comparing who has the fastest train and whose is the slowest. 
They discuss length as they talk about the size of their trains.

n Children are provided with lots of opportunities to be physically active in the pre-
school garden. They balance carefully as they walk along a wooden beam and 
jump between wood logs and tyres. They learn to assess and take safe risks. 
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Staff support children to learn about how exercise and a balanced diet help to 
keep them healthy.

n Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to put appropriate 
support in place for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). Funding such as early years pupil premium is used effectively to benefit 
the children who receive it. Staff use the funding to provide extra-curricular 
sports activities. These activities help children develop physical skills, form 
friendships and manage their emotions.

n Parents speak very positively about the care that their children receive at the 
pre-school and the strong bonds that their children have with the staff. They 
comment that the staff ensure that they are kept informed about their children's 
day and they give them ideas about how they can help their children practise 
and develop new skills at home. However, staff do not encourage parents to 
share books with their children at home, to help children develop a love of 
reading.

n Overall, children behave well. They listen to and follow instructions, for example 
to shake out their fidgets and wiggles, and to turn on their 'listening ears' before 
listening to stories being read. Staff gently remind children of the pre-school 
rules when needed. However, staff do not give children clear explanations as to 
why sometimes their behaviour is not acceptable. Children are not developing an 
understanding of how their behaviour has an impact on others. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have completed safeguard training to refresh and update their knowledge. 
The manager and staff have a secure understanding of the signs that may indicate 
that a child is at risk of abuse. They know what action to take should they have a 
concern regarding the welfare of a child. Staff supervise children well as they take 
part in activities both inside and outside. They carry out risk assessments to ensure 
that all toys, equipment and the premises are safe and suitable for the children. 
Staff are confident about how to whistle-blow should they have any concerns about 
the conduct or suitability of another member of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support, coach and mentor staff to help enhance the teaching of the curriculum 
to a consistently good level

n encourage and support parents to foster their children's love of books and 
stories

n support children to understand the impact that their behaviour has on others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 226290

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10237897

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person
Queniborough Pre-School Partnership 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911091

Telephone number 07743243325

Date of previous inspection 18 January 2022

Information about this early years setting

Queniborough Pre-School Partnership, located in Queniborough, Leicester, 
registered in 1997. The pre-school employs five members of childcare staff. Of 
these, one holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 6, one holds 
qualified teacher status and one holds a level 3 childcare qualification. The pre-
school opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays are from 9am until midday, 9am until 1pm or 1pm until 
3pm. Sessions on Wednesdays and Fridays are from 9am until midday or 9am until 
1pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Teresa Lester
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the pre-

school.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff and the pre-school committee.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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