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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The nursery has a positive and cheery atmosphere, in which staff prioritise
children's well-being and happiness. Children receive a warm welcome from the
long-serving, familiar staff team. They run towards them for a hug, showing a
strong sense of belonging. Children are enthusiastic and motivated learners. They
quickly join their friends at play.

Leaders have high aspirations for every child. Children benefit from a range of
appealing and stimulating activities that support their overall development well.
Babies are curious, and enjoy exploring items, such as fir cones and conkers, from
the garden. They giggle together when they use bricks to make loud noises.
Toddlers chatter happily when building side-by-side with their friends. They
develop balance and coordination as they learn to climb and ride wheeled toys
outdoors. Older children show an interest in recipe books. Staff extend their
learning by helping them to bake cookies.

Staff model good manners and respect. Children learn to consider the needs of
others. They are kind and helpful and develop friendships. They share herbs with
their friends to mix with their dough.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The curriculum is broad and varied, and, overall, supports children's learning
well. Staff have very good knowledge of early childhood development. They
have clear aims for what they want children to learn during each stage of their
pre-school education.

m Staff help children to remember what they have learned. They repeat activities
to reinforce children's new skills and knowledge. For example, children have
'favourite five' books. They join in with familiar words and actions, recalling what
happens next in the story.

W Occasionally, staff's teaching does not precisely meet children's learning needs.
For example, the numbers used during an activity, to teach mathematical skills,
are beyond the understanding of some children taking part. That said, teaching
plans for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are
sharply focused. This contributes to their excellent progress.

m Children show very good language and communication skills. Babies and
toddlers learn new words quickly. Pre-school children are confident and fluent
talkers. This is a distinct strength in staff's teaching, which has been enhanced
by a well-focused programme of professional development.

B Staff morale is high. Managers value their input to evaluation and improvement
plans. For instance, staff helped to develop the garden and extend learning
opportunities for children who prefer to learn outdoors. This contributes to an
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excellent capacity for continuous improvement.

B Parents are very pleased to be able to come inside again now that restrictions
put in place during the COVID-19 pandemic are being eased. They welcome
detailed feedback about their children's learning. They commend the caring staff
for making children 'feel warm inside'.

m Children behave well. They listen to staff and follow instructions. However, there
are occasions where children wait too long between routines and activities. They
become restless or overexcited, which interrupts their otherwise very good levels
of engagement in their learning.

m Staff acknowledge the benefits of active play for children's physical and mental
well-being. They have extended children's opportunities to move with the
addition of an indoor soft-play area. Children learn about the importance of
exercise, as part of a healthy lifestyle.

m Children benefit from plenty of praise and encouragement. Staff ensure that all
children feel involved and are supported to access all activities available.
Children learn about the values of people in their community and the wider
world. They sample food from other countries and learn about different religious
and cultural celebrations.

B Staff have high expectations of what children can do for themselves. Babies and
toddlers quickly learn to feed themselves at mealtimes. Older children take
responsibility for their belongings. They develop good levels of independence
and a positive attitude, telling adults, 'I can do it by myself'. This prepares them
well for later life, in school and beyond.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that safeguarding policies and procedures are in line with current
legislation. These are fully understood by all staff, who know what to do if they are
concerned about a child's welfare. Thorough risk assessments help to ensure that
all areas accessed by children are safe and suitable for their use. Accidents and
incidents are reported and monitored by managers. This helps to identify and
manage potential hazards. Staff are alert to danger and supervise children well.
Most staff hold paediatric first-aid qualifications. Children's illnesses and injuries are
dealt with swiftly and effectively.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W refine teaching to focus more precisely on helping all children to build on what
they already know and can do

B organise the changes between routines and activities more effectively to
minimise interruptions to children's engagement in their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY272716

Local authority Middlesbrough

Inspection humber 10229325

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
e e
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto8

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Middlesbrough Borough Council
Telephone number 01642 354302

Date of previous inspection 11 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Stainsby Neighbourhood Nursery registered in 2004 and is located in
Middlesbrough. The nursery employs 15 members of childcare staff. All hold
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. The nursery
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Wilkins
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the setting has received since the COVID-19
pandemic. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and
staff and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The manager, deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk
together of all areas of the nursery, and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector observed staff's teaching and assessed its impact on children's
learning. She carried out a joint observation of a group activity for pre-school
children with the manager.

B The manager and senior staff members met with the inspector to discuss
leadership and management matters. The inspector looked at relevant
documents provided, including evidence of the suitability checks carried out on
staff.

B The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection. She also spoke to a humber of parents and took account of their
views.

B The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how
they support children with SEND.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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