
Inspection of Ringstead Robins Cio 
Preschool
14 High Street, Ringstead, Kettering, Northamptonshire NN14 4DA

Inspection date: 22 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed on arrival and quickly settle to play. They are 
excited to see their friends and eagerly run up to them and staff to say hello. 
Children show confidence as they choose what they want to do during the session. 
They engage in relaxed conversations as they play. For example, children show 
their friends how they use the rolling pin to 'squash' marshmallows during a play 
dough activity. This prompts others to find a rolling pin, eagerly saying, 'I want to 
do that too!'

Children listen to staff as they gently remind them about being kind to one another 
and encourage them to share. Children know what is expected of their behaviour 
and say 'caring is sharing' as they pass different-coloured paint pots to their 
friends. Children benefit from the staff's positive involvement in their play. Staff 
know what learning they want children to achieve from the activities. For example, 
as children use scissors, they remember how to hold and use them safely from the 
previous demonstrations and discussions they had with staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is extremely supportive of her staff, who work well together. Staff 
work in a reflective way as they continually evaluate the activities they provide 
and respond to children's interests and needs. Staff are familiar with the 
curriculum intent and are confident to discuss what they want children to learn 
from each activity. 

n Staff know the children well and quickly identify where each child is in their 
learning. They endeavour to extend children's learning as they play. Children 
enjoy exploring slices of fruit and fruit tea bags in the water tray. Staff talk to 
them about what they are doing and extend children's vocabulary as they use 
words such as 'citrus' and 'grapefruit'. However, staff do not always fully support 
or extend children's deeper thinking and problem-solving skills. For example, 
staff share out the resources rather than encouraging children to think about 
how to do this for themselves.

n Staff are successful in engaging children in new activities, and children are 
excited to see what is on offer. For example, they feel objects that are wrapped 
up to conceal what they are. Staff ask questions about what the children think 
the objects are. However, sometimes, staff speak very quickly to children and 
give them lots of information in quick succession. This results in children 
sometimes not knowing what to do or how to respond.

n Children take part in activities that widen their knowledge and experience. Staff 
speak with parents about the experiences children have had and plan 
discussions and activities to help children recall and learn further. For example, 
children talk about their travels, holidays and outings. Parents speak highly 
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about the pre-school and comment on how well their children are doing since 
they started.

n Staff have a consistent approach to helping children to begin to recognise and 
manage their own feelings. Children are curious and interested in activities, and 
they show sustained periods of concentration as they play. For example, children 
become deeply involved in 'baking' pretend cakes with play dough. Staff extend 
children's vocabulary and understanding about the world. Children listen and 
respond to staff when they ask them about the ingredients that may be in the 
cakes. 

n The staff at this small pre-school support children's well-being effectively and 
help them develop a sense of belonging. Children are confident to have detailed 
conversations with staff, recalling previous events from home and retelling their 
favourite stories. Children learn to be independent. They hang their own coats 
and bags on their peg and know where to find their toothbrushes after lunch. 
They clean their teeth enthusiastically and talk about the 'minty' taste when they 
have finished.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of how to protect children's welfare. 
They are deployed effectively and safely supervise children during activities. Risk 
assessments are effective. Staff keep the main door to the pre-school locked during 
the session and carefully check the identity of visitors. Staff know how to manage 
safeguarding concerns and confidently discuss the procedures for recording and 
reporting to the relevant agencies. Staff attend training in safeguarding to keep 
their knowledge up to date. This helps them to recognise the signs and symptoms 
of abuse. Thorough procedures are in place for recruiting suitable members of staff 
and trustees and further regular checks ensure their ongoing suitability. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve staff's skills in extending children's deeper thinking and problem-solving 
during play

n improve staff interactions with children to ensure children are not given too 
much information in quick succession so they understand what is expected of 
them and they are able to consider and give their responses to questions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2547021

Local authority North Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10215602

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 9

Name of registered person Ringstead Robins Preschool

Registered person unique 
reference number 2547020

Telephone number 01933460775

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ringstead Robins Cio Preschool re-registered in 2019. It is situated in Ringstead, 
Northamptonshire. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff. Of 
these, three hold early years qualifications at level 3 and 4. It opens from Monday 
to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The pre-school 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 

discussed the early years curriculum.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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