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Inspection date: 21 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and ready to start their day. They separate from their 
parents with ease and settle quickly as the friendly staff greet them. Children 
develop good friendships with their peers. They play nicely and work together as 
they build with the blocks in the garden. Children giggle and laugh when their 
towers wobble and fall over. 

Younger children enjoy playing imaginatively. They pretend to take a journey in 
their imaginary car. Older children enjoy using the resources to make their own 
ramps and enclosures to play with the cars. Children learn to be independent at 
managing their own needs. Even the youngest children are encouraged to pour 
drinks and they confidently drink from cups without lids. Older children use 
crockery and are confident serving their own meals. Children enjoy helping to tidy 
away after mealtimes. They carefully carry their plates and empty them before 
helping staff to sweep up the food from the floor. 

Children have a good attitude towards learning and being involved in activities. 
Children learn to sit nicely, take turns and listen to their peers during group 
activities. Staff know the children well and they provide a curriculum that focuses 
on what children are interested in. Children have opportunities to make their own 
choices, and they demonstrate confidence in choosing what they would like to do. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, leaders and staff have worked hard to raise the quality 
of their practice. The dedicated leaders have worked closely with staff to focus 
on developing the quality of the education provided to children. The procedures 
for monitoring and improving staff practice are still in the early stages and need 
to be embedded further to raise the quality to a consistently high level. 

n Staff work closely with families to learn about and celebrate their cultures. Staff 
help children to develop the use of their home languages as they incorporate 
them into everyday activities. For instance, staff have learned songs in children's 
home languages and created books with familiar words in to support children's 
language development further.

n Children benefit from lots of fresh air and opportunities to develop their physical 
skills. All children enjoy exploring outdoors. The youngest children explore 
scooping and pouring as they play with the water. Older children enjoy the open 
space. They have fun playing hide and seek and running games. Children squeal 
with excitement as they are caught by staff. 

n Leaders and staff provide good support for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. Leaders work closely with children's parents to access 
help from other professionals, and they focus on how best to provide support for 
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the whole family. For instance, leaders ensure that children are able to access 
the services that are available to them. Additional funding is used effectively to 
target support for the children who it is intended for. 

n Staff have good methods in place to monitor children's progress and to support 
their learning further. They work closely with children's parents. Parents say that 
they are very happy with the support that their children receive. Parents say that 
staff keep them well informed about their children's progress, so that they can 
support their children's learning at home. 

n Overall, behaviour is managed well. Staff know which children need extra 
support with managing their feelings and they ensure that they are supported 
with supervision. At times, staff do not consistently use the strategies that are in 
place to meet children's individual learning styles and, as a result, some children 
struggle to express themselves appropriately. 

n Leaders and staff provide a stimulating and inspiring environment for all age 
groups. All children enjoy exploring real-life objects in their play, and staff 
provide interesting activities that spark children's interests. However, staff do 
not consistently consider how they can use the resources and environment to 
further extend children's learning. For instance, children are encouraged to 
explore real fruit and vegetables and they show interest in what they look like 
inside, but children struggle to cut them, as staff do not consider that the knives 
provided are blunt and this prevents children from exploring further. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have good procedures in place to keep children safe. Leaders 
follow good processes to check and monitor the suitability of the staff who they 
employ to work with children. Staff receive good inductions and training to enable 
them to understand and implement the policies and procedures in place. Staff have 
a good awareness of the indicators that might suggest that a child is at risk of 
harm. They fully understand their responsibilities to record and act on any concerns 
that they have about children's welfare. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to develop procedures for staff support and training to raise the quality 
of practice to a greater level 

n be more consistent at using the strategies in place for supporting children's 
individual learning needs

n make the most of the resources and areas provided to consistently extend 
children's learning and skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY273368

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10246832

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 108

Name of registered person Brentry and Henbury Childrens Centre 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910333

Telephone number 0117 959 3800

Date of previous inspection 2 November 2021

Information about this early years setting

Brentry and Henbury Children's Centre registered in 2004. It opens from Monday to 
Friday, 8am to 5.30pm, all year round. The centre receives funding to provide free 
early years education for children aged two, three and four years. The full day care 
setting employs a team of 25 staff. Four members of staff hold a level 6 
qualification, and 19 members of staff hold qualifications at level 2 and 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Victoria Nicolson
Rachel Howell
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Inspection activities

n The leadership team and one of the inspectors completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery, and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspectors talked to staff, parents and children at appropriate times during 
the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n One of the inspectors carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n One of the inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence 
of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspectors discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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